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Date Location (if 

not Sydney) 
Event Reference 

April 1969  The Humanist Society in New South Wales (NSW) announces 
its support for homosexual law reform. 

RF 

27 June 1969 Canada Reforms to Canadian Criminal Code receives royal assent, 
decriminalising homosexual acts in private for people over 21. 

RF 

27, 28, 29 
June 1969 

New York The Stonewall Bar riots occur in New York, following police 
raids and these lead to the formation of the Gay Liberation 
Front which gives impetus to the formation of similar gay 
liberation groups around the world. 

RF 

3 July 1969 Canberra Dr Thomas Mautner (Australian National University (ANU) 
Philosophy Dept) and solicitor Michael Landale decide to set 
up a homosexual law reform group after the conviction and 
gaoling of a Canberra man. Lex Watson joins the group. 

RF 

27 July 1969 Canberra Public meeting forms Homosexual Law Reform Society of the 
ACT. 

RF 

23 October 
1969 

Canberra Homosexual Law Reform Sub-Committee formed by the 
Humanist Society. The Sub-Committee subsequently draws up 
a revised Criminal Code for the ACT 

MM 

31 October 
1969 

New York Time magazine publishes "The Homosexual in America" as its 
cover story. 

RF 

 
Sources: 
MM = Murray McLachlan  

“Appendix One: Homosexual Law Reform in NSW, Timeline of Significant Events” 
RF = Robert French  

Based partly on previous listings by: 
• Craig Johnston 
• Maurice Blackman, Lex Watson and Robert French 
• Kendall Lovett, John Cozijn and Ken Davis 

Brisbane: by Nick Ward and by Carol Low in association with the Qld Association for Healthy Communities 
LGBT History Project and the Museum of Brisbane’s Prejudice and Pride exhibition and with the assistance of 
Clive Moore 
Melbourne – by Jamie Gardiner and Graham,  
Hobart – by Rodney Croome and the Tasmanian Gay and Lesbian Group website 
Adelaide – by David Hilliard, the late John Lee, Chris Smith, Malcolm Cowan and Dino Hodge 
Perth – by Neil Roberts  
Northern Territory – by Dino Hodge 

 
  
 


