
INK 
VOLUME 2, NO 4 PRICE 25c FEBRUARY 1972 

l"-1 
-

=-----==- ~ 
= 

THE NON-POLITICS OF SEXUAL LIBERATION 



These Top Restaurateurs Invite You To 
Join the . 

WHAT A FANTASTIC GIFT 

WORTH ALMOST $200 
YOURS FOR $13 NOW 

DINING PASSPORT CLUB (1972) NOW! 
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FIVE DOORS 
Surry Hills 
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FRANS LODGE 
Terrey Hills 

Bill Skoutzos 
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Macquarie Street 

Graeme Bennett 
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The Strand, City 

Neil's 
V.I.P. 
Ashfield 

Dominic 
ELIZ. INTERNAT. 
Newtown 

Ray Small 
THE TERRACE 
K.ingsgate, Kings X 

George Ambrose 
FISHERMAN'S L'DGE 
Watsons Bay 

Cesare 
COSTA SMERALDA 
Cremorne 

MrMiros 
THE SPANISH ROOM 
Menzies Hotel 

Henry Rose 
THE TOWN HOUSE 
Elizabeth Bay 

Mrs Elli Ouff 
MENZIES FJORD 
ROOM 
George St, Sydney 

George Marue 
THE VIKING 
Roselands 

Harley Della Marta 
DYNASTY ROOM 
Bondi Junction 

Paul Larsen 
SCANDIA 
Frenchs Forest 

Neil Semmelweis 
THE POOLSIDE 
West Ryde 
Gold Coast 

Jose Fernandez 
CABARET ESPANA 
Sydney 

George Miller 
THE MUSIC HALL 
Neutral Bay 

Frank Strain 
BULL'NBUSH 
William St. Sydney 

Neil Semmelweis 
COPPER CANYON 
Parramatta 

Tony Kinch 
BROAD BEACH 
INTERNATIONAL 
HOTEL 

SPECIAL O'FFER TO CAMP INK READERS 

Buy through CAMP INK and receive $2.00 
Discount. You pay only $13.00. 

Money Back Guarantee 

If for any reason what
soever, any member 
may "return their un
used Dining Passport 
within ten days and 
receive a full complete 
refund. 

20 free admission tickets to 5 
cinemas PLUS $20 cash voucher 
for Gold Coast PLUS $6 cash 
vouchers for 2 theatre restaurants 

To use these tickets and vouchers 
you must be accompanied by at least 
one person who will pay usual 
prices 

CAMP INK, 
BOX 5074, G.P.O., 
SYDNEY 

THE 1972 DINING 
PASSPORT carries 14 
restaurants PLUS 16 
theatre tickets. 

Please forward to me ( ) Dining Passport (s) 
for which I enclose $13 each, cheque, money 
order, postal notes. It is understood that my 
passport is to include ALL BONUSES and if not 
satisfied I may return unused passport (s) within 
ten days for a complete refund. 

Name .......................................... · ........................ . 

Address .......................................................... , ...... . 

• ......................................... P/code ......................... . 

·~ William and John~ 
"William and John" will bring to its readers 

.ideas cm f~shion, theatre and entertainment. Its 
publishers believe the minority homosexual set, 
which is fast becoming a significant and active 
percentage of the population, are both responsible 
and positive thinking people. The magazine will be 
directed in the main to all truly caring and thinking 
people. 

The first issue features serious articles on 
medicine (V.D. and what to do about it ... written 
by Dr. Twinkle), Kelvin Coe (prominent principal 
dancer with the Australian Ballet) · as well as 
numerous regular features such as entertainment 
guides, fashion section, cooking column etc ... 

"William and John" will sell for $1 and is 
available at most Newsagents. 

Why not subscribe and· receive your copy. of 
"William and John", in a plain sealed manilla 
envelope, regularly through the mail. 

$12 for 12 months 
$6 for 6 months 

To: "William and John" PO Box 654, North 
Sydney, 2060. 
Please commence my subscription to "William 
and John" with next months issue. 

NAME ..•..••.. · ..•....••...•...•....•. 

ADDRESS ...................•...••....•. 

. ....... • •......•.• , POST CODE ....•.. 
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THE EDITORS 
Latest reliable statistics show that 52 per cent of Australia's population supports the aims of C.A.M.P. 

This is•very encouraging, even though we are aware that most of this 52 per cent is in fact supporting the 
concept of homosexual law reform and not the concept of the complete restructuring of society which 
would be needed before the aims of C.A.M.P. were realised. 

We don't find this misguided support surprising, considering that homosexuality is only now becoming a 
topic to be talked about openly and without embarrassment. Obviously, we must keep plugging away-in 
unison. with minority groups-to make the wider population more politically and socially aware. Hopefully, 
this awareness will bring about renewed support and, better still, action. 

What we do find surprising are the reports from all branches, of opposition to us from some 
homosexuals. This opposition ranges from shallow criticism ("I've heard that the people who go to the 
clubs aren't very pretty") to more serious charges of misappropriation of funds. 

There is a pattern to this opposition. In all states it is loudly voiced by those who appear to be 
preoccupied with their obscure security in the gay-bar subculture. These, perhaps, are people who are 
neither prepared nor. able to see homosexuality within its fuller context of socio/moral revolution. The 
problem is, of course, that those without this broader view cannot get outside the stereotypes of the 
sub~culture they have created. 
· Any sub-c.ulture or minority group can very easily tend to establish the basis of its security on the 
limited common concern. Surely, if homosexuals are fighting for a place of normal acceptance in the 
society, something of that society's (even admittedly limited) plurality and ability to tolerate, adapt to and, 
above all, integrate within itself widely divergent interests and beliefs, is essential in the "world" of 
homosexuals. . 

Homosexuals may now be a minority group, but this is an unfortunate position at this point in time. 
We are looking beyond this, surely, to a normal role in a community that accepts our place. If we are 
looking beyond the· minority group position then it seems clear that our whole basis of thought and life 
style must be of the broadest possible nature (and by this we do not mean "safe" or "of low profile"). 
Excessive criticism and preoccupation with what seem to be fundamental differences of emphasis (but 
which might be better seen as sensible differences of tactic) push yet further into the future some measure 
of what is normal for a healthy society. One wonders if there are homosexuals (and others) who want the 
artificial minority security. · · 



In 1972, the McMahon Government 
will probably put before federal 
parliament for its approval a bill 
intended to perpetuate the illegal status 
of male homosexual acts but not female 
ones, of abortion, but which will also 
perpetuate the legality of male 
prostitution and of rape when 
committed by a man on his wife or de 
facto wife. This will be the Criminal 
Code for Australian Territories. 

A Little Dreary History 
Homosexual acts among males are 

illegal in Australia because the medieval 
church in England had power to enforce 
its concept of sin through judicial means 
and inflict penalties for transgression by 
force. · 

Henry Vl 11 enshrined the provisions 
concerned in the statute late in 1528, the 
Victorians tightened up and exte11µed 
the. law, and the Australian States, in an 
assertion of independence, passed their 
own Criminal Laws, containing the same 
provisions and varying only the wording 
and the penalties. The enactment of the 
Australian laws was a mere formality, · 
passed without significant debate. It is 
accurate .to say that our laws in this area 
are not the result of serious 
consideration by any of our seven 
parliaments. 

The Law - Boring but Important 
The Crimes Acts and Cririlinal Codes 

in Australia contain two distinct sexual 
offences that concern us here. The first 
is buggery, otherwise known as sodomy 
or anal intercourse. This act can be 
performed by man and man, or man and 
woman;. it cannot be performed by two 
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women, obviously. Confusingly, it also 
covers any form of sexual connection 
between either a man or woman and an 
animal. In all three forms, buggery is 
illegal - it is not an exclusively 
homosexual offense, and is almost 
certainly more frequently committed by 
heterosexual people. 

The other offense recognised by the 
law is variously described as 'unnatural 
offenses', 'indecent practices', or 
'indecencies' between men. This covers 
every other sexual, or indecent act ( the 
two words are apparently synonymous), 
that can be performed between two or 
more men. It does not necessarily 
involve physical contact, and can be 
interpreted to cover such specifically 
sexual acts as kissing or holding hands. 

This second offense is exclusive to 
male homosexual behaviour. It was 
added to the criminal law by the British 
parliament in 1885, joining buggery 
which had been there since 1528. The 
exact same sexaul acts are legal when 
performed with a woman, and 
performed by either a man or a woman. 
The problem of heterosexual group sex 
is an interesting complication - it is of 
dubious legality. An attempt to add 
lesbian acts to the criminal law passed 
the House of Commons in 1921, but 
was rejected by the House of Lords. (A 
small cheer for democracy?) 

Thus the law in the one case outlaws 
a specific act, and in the other is 
cognisant only of the actors involved. 

The Draft Criminal Code for the 
Australian Territories 

Since the federal parliament has 
never even formally considered sexual 
offences, such acts are now covered by 
State law. Jn the ACT the NSW Crimes 

by lex watson 

Act 1900 applies,· in the northern 
territory it is the SA Criminal Law 
Consolidation Act, and in Papua and 
New Guinea the Queensland law 
prevails. But the government in 1964 
asked the Law Council of Australia to 
draft a codification of this extant law. 
The committee which performed the 
task specifically considered it outside 
their competence to discuss the 
question of law reform except in such 
special areas as abortion, where the law 
now outlaws procuring abortion by 
surgical means and it was seen fit to add 

. the abortion pill to the banned list. 
Penalties for offenses was also 

outside the committee's terms of 
reference, and it is a matter of more 
than passing interest to see what 
Government will decide in that area. 
The only area open to the committee's 
initiative was that of wording. 

Here they decided against the NSW 
form of 'the abominable crime of 
buggery,' and the SA form - 'Buggery,' 
in favour of the Queenland code 
wording - 'sexual connection against 
the order of nature.' They recognised 
this was 'somewhat archaic' wording, 
but it was thought to 'have a 
sufficiently definite connotation and 
(is) preferable to any other mode of 
stating the element· of the offense.' 
Having said which they prudently 
refrained from attempting to justify 
such an assertion, and subsequent 
confusion even among academic lawyers 
has proved their contention misguided. 

Along with buggery, the Code retains 
'indecent practices between males' as 
offenses, gayly lumping these crimes 
without victims together with ciimes 
against persons and property theft, 
assault, defama1io11, etc. This is hardly 
novel; other things arc. The Code allows 
'indecent behaviour with lawful excuse,' 
and allows the possibilily of a police 



officer, public official or person under 
their direction to 'fairly and reasonably 
induce another to commit an offence.' 
In simple terms, the Code is an Agent 
Provocateur's Charter. 

Filthy Party Politics 

The Liberal party's attitude to HLR 
is unknown. Several Young Liberal 
State Conventions have · strongly 
supported such moves, but the .senior 
party has not considered the issue. Even 
if it had, it is in the hands of the 
padiamen tary party, in practice the 
leader and his cabinet, not the 
organisation, to decide policy. . Thus 
Askin and Bolte in their respective 
States, have rejected any consideration 
of change, but the federal Ministry 
maintains a silence which in this case 
may be either simply its traditional 
attitude or may disguise genuine 
ignorance of the DCC, its contents, and 
the issue. For both these explanations 
there is some evidence. 

The Country party has never been 
strong on non-rural issues, and again the 
attitude is one of silence. A survey being 
conducted by Doug Anthony into the 
attitude of CP branch members to 
various social and.· other· issues includes 
questions about abortion but not 
homosexual behaviour. 

Consistent with its all prevailing 
opposition · to the so-called Permissive 
Society, and the mistaken classification 
of homosexuality under that term, and 
consistent with its pro-government 
sympathies, the DLP has maintained a 
silence which in this case covers definite 
opposition to reform. 

Alone among the. major parties, the 
ALP has a position, or several - for 
they are true to form on this as on other 
matters. The ALP is bound by its 
conference resolutions, but so far the 
federal conference has not discussed 
HLR, so the issue is open. A 1971 
Conference resolution on free voting 
applied, contrary to widespread belief, 
only to abortion law reform - the 
wording is quite specific, and not 
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subject to wider interpretation. At the 
Stare level, HLR has been endorsed by 
the NSW State Conference and narrowly 
rejected by the . Queensland one. WA is 
treating the matter as a party issue with 
the State government promising to 
introduce reform legislation in March 
this.year; and Dunstan in the absence of 
a ruling has put the matter before an 
indpendent law reform commission. At 
the federal level, Caucas - ie the ALP 
MP's themselves - will decide how the 
issue is to be treated, unless a brawl 
breaks out when it will be referred to 
the federal executive for a ruling. It is 
likley that if and when · federal 
conference and executive debate the 
issue, the abortion precedent will be 
followed and a free vote advocated. 

The only two parties in Australia 
unequivocally in support of HLR are 
the Australian party and the Communist 
party of. Australia, - the. independent 
line one. 

A Small Survey 
The NSW branch of CAMP wrote to 

all 185 federal MP's late fast year, in an 
attempt to elicit their attitude· to HLR, 
and raise the issue concerned · with the 
DCC.· The response wits poor - 32 
replies so far. The content of these 
replies is surprising - not one said 'no' 
in any direct and specific way. There 
were numerous nowcommittal replies, · 
which could have well been saying 'no' 
but equally may be what they say - · 
non-committed; · About half the 
responses said clearly 'yes'. 

The most}1nteresting conclusion from 
this respons~ is that opponents of HLR, 
and one assunes they do exist in federal . 
parliament,Jre not prepared to make 
that oppos~(ion public, neither to an 
organisationJsuch as CAMP nor in other 
ways. The ojposition to raising the issue 
has to date j,een stated soley in tactical 
terms - that there are more important 
problems, W)ich was Kim Beazley's line 

publicity, though he is in fact quite 
opposed,. The other fwo major tactical 
lines are, one, that advocacy of -such 
reform will lose votes for the party 
concerned, which is the line taken by 
such diverse people as Sir John Cramer 
Charlie Jones and Frank Stewart· two' 
that issues like this will split the party: 
as the abortion issue has threatened to 
do. 

Unlike the opponents of change, its 
advocates - or some of them - are 
prepared to make their support public. 
To date they are all ALP men, of a 
centre or left persuasion. They are 
worth listing - Whitlam, Adrian 
Bennett (Swan), Jim Cains (Lolor), 
Moss Cass (Marybyrnong), Doug 

Everingham (Capricornis), Chriss 
Hurford (Adelaide),· Dick· . Klugman 
(Prospect), Bill Hayden (Oxley), Kep 
Enderby (ACT),Les.Johnson (Hughes), 
and among the senators - Lionel 
Murphy, Arthur . Gietzelt, Jim 
McClelland (NSW), Authur Poyser, Bill 
Brown (Vic), Bertie Milliner, Jim Keefe 
(Qld), Don Cameron (SA), and Ken 
Wriedt (Tas.) - Total nineteen. 

This is a curious situation indeed. 
Public opinion polls, such as they are, 
not only in Australia, but also in the the 
USA and Britian have consistently 
s~ggested th.at the higher one goes up 
both the socio-economic and 
educational scales (which· .. coincide to a 
considerable degree), . the higher is the 

· declared tolerance. of the 
homosexual These polls have also 
consistently found a significantly higher 

. tolerance of male homosexuality among 
women than men. On this last point, the 
Age Poll last year found women scoring 
10% higher than men. Paul Wilson's 
latest poll has shown 56% support for 
HLR, and the breakdown confirms the 
point about educational levels. 

The point to be made from this is 
that, as a crude generalisation, one might 
assume that the A.ustralia Party's 
membership would be most favourable 
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to reform, being predominantly 
. academic trained professionals. And this 
is indeed the case. But after them 
should come the legendary and much 
feared Liberal party women with floral 
hats! Yet that is the group to whom Sil 
Robert (then Mr Robin) Askin ch,ose 
to declare his total opposition to 
reform. 

The ALP'S group of reformers 
include a sizeable lump of the 'bright 
young professional intellectuals' so that 
their behaviour is explicable on those 
grounds, but not · on electoral grounds. 
The Liberal's silence is equally 
contradictory in these terms. But the 
suggested probable reformers in the 
Liberals, if they are given a free vote, 
largely conform to the stereotype of the 
ALP MP's - they include Tom Hughes 
(Berowa), Bob Solomon (Denison), Neil 
Brown (Diamond Valley), David. H~er 
(Isaacs), Don Cameron (Griffiths) 
Andrew Peacock (Kooyong), and the 
odd man out, Denis Killen (Moreton). 
What, though, explains the Liberals 
reticence on this matter? 

There are probably two major 
reasons. The first is one of political 
expediency. cynicism, if you wish, for 
which the pragmatic Liberals are 
renown. They recognise that the old 
right of the ALP - the Catholic fringe 
plus Beazley, Jones, et al, - are more 
virulently opposed to change than any 
of their own members are committed 
either way. Since numerous ALP men 
are openly in support, they see the 
makings of a good dog-fight, . and 
consequent electoral suicide in •the ALP. 
All the government has to do is sit back 
and watch. To make people's private 
lives a political football may be nasty, 
but that is politics. The exponents of 
this line are almost certainly opposed to 
change anyhow. 

1ne secona IS more serious. The 
degree of public support for HLR is not 
widely known - Wilson's figures are yet 
to be formally published. Meanwhile, 
the traditional stereotypes prevail 
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Australian mateship etc - whicfi fs said 
to be antipathetical to homosexuality 
because it is so close to it. This ethos is 
reinforced by a vocal minority, as they 
apparently are, including the RSL, areas 
of the church - decreasingly so, and 
public opinion leaders - judges, police 
commissioners, etc - whose voices are 
taken to speak for the 'silent majority.' . 

Naturally, to institute change will 
outrage those vocal, and 'important' 
people, and cause a stir generally; to do 
nothing will .not greatly outrage the 
silent majority, , since they largely, 
presumably, believe that homosexuals 
are not greatly oppressed now. 

One might offer a third reason, based 
on replies given by the PM and the 
Attorney General both in parliament 
and in letters about the DCC. This 
suggests that neither are really aware of 
the status of the DCC, of the terms of 
its drafting, or the interest in it, and 
have inherited from previous Ministers a 
Bill which was intend~d to be largely a 
formality, but is quietly building into a 
fairly major issue. Clearly, any attempt 
to pass the Code wi"'out debate on the 
substantive issues involved is lost now -
this is clear from opihion expressed by 
members of both major parties. And the 
Senate, in particular, as with other 
matters, may take th~ business out of 
government hands. T~e government is 
thus faced with a dilemrna. 

I 

What To Do 
While a change iniattitude on the 

,.. 
1' 

\ 

part of people with the ear of the media 
will play an important part in any law 
reform ( a change of heart by some of the 
media would h~lp too), the change will 
be most effectively wrought by grass 
roots .action. In essence when the silent 
majority becomes heard, when the MP's 
get letters from constituents advocating 
reform and attacking public statements 
that they dislike, when party branches 
discuss the issue and resolve to forward 
motions in favour of HLR to 4 their MP 
or candidate, when the stereotype of 
the masses out . there being very anti is 
destroyed, then law reform will become 
a reality. 

And then only will the present 
governmental silence be broken. The 
government, in introducing this Code 
has, unwittingly perhaps, set up the 
occasion for a full scale debate in 
parliament on HLR. In the normal 
course of events the issue is hard to raise 
in the parliament. What course that 
debate takes, and whether the final vote 
on the amendments that the ALP men 
plan to move is successful, will depend 
very mucll on what members of CAMP 
and other interested people do in the 
meantime. 

They have to be persuaded that 
homosexuals will vote for reformers, 
and thus since the square vote will not 
be much affected, there is a potential 
15% of the vote that is to be won by 
HLR advocates. While the anti vote 
remains silent, the game seems an easy 
one to win. 

WR,TE TO YOUR M.P.! 



Reprinted from: "Gay Activist". Vol. I, No. 5 (P.O. Box 2, Village Station, New York 10014). 

On Sunday afternoon, August 22, 
1971, the most savage incidents 
involving police brutality in the history 
of Gay Activists Alliance- were 
perpetrated by Suffolk County police 
on GAA members peacefully and legally 
demonstrating against continued police 
harassment of homosexuals on Long 
Island. 

On. August 8th about 3 a.m., two 
plainclothesmen working · out of the 
township of Brookhaven entered public 
property known to the gay community 
as the "meatrack", adjoining The Pines, 
a community on Fire Island. Shining 
their flashlights, they dispersed some 
fifty individuals . and apprehended a 
small, sligh.t_ly built South-American. 
They took him· off in handcuffs to the 
Police Shack in The Pines, where he was 
reported to have been beaten where it 
wouldn't show. He was later taken to 
the Fifth Precinct Station in Patchogue 
and remanded until his arraignment in 
Hauppauge. There he was charged with 
consentual sodomy. 

On August 22nd, GAA and GAA of 
Long Island undertook a joint action 
against the Suffolk County police to 
demonstrate against the sodomy laws 
and to protest police harassment related 
to · these discriminatory laws. The 
demonstration began about 2:40 p.m. in 
front of the Suffolk County Police 
Headquarters in Hauppauge. At 3: 1 S 

· p.m. the demonstrators marched down 
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to the highway below the police station, 
formed a picket line and addressed 
themselves vocally and with picket signs 
both · to the police and to passing 
motorists, who were handed leaflets as 
they stopped for a light. Despite such 
provocative mutterings by the cops as 
"We better get out. nail polish", the 
demonstration went along without 
incident for about.one hour. 

At 4:15 p.m. two cars pulled up near 
a hot dog stand, across the Veterans' 
Memorial Highway, opposite the 
demonstration. . Approximately ten 
persons got o~t and began jeering the 
gay people buying refreshments at the 
stand. One of the bigots held up a 
cardboard sigr{ reading "Queers Suck." 
A GAAer walked over and confiscated 
the sign. With that, the occupants of 
one car got in, revved up the motor so 
violently that the exhaust spewed a hail 
of rocks and gaseous dust on the gays 
on the scene, and sped off. Vicky 
Sarafino, Se'cretary of L.1.-GAA, 
reported the incident to the police, who 
had witnessed the entire scene from 
across the highway and had at no time 
attempted to intervene in what might 
have become a dangerous confrontation. 
She informed them that one person had 
been injured by the cloud of rock and 
offered to provide the licence number 
of the offending auto. She was told the 
police could ,do nothing. because "no 
one was permanently injured." 

A GAA member, Charlie Burch, who 
had taken command of the. captured . 
sign, was told by one of the cops that it 
was obscene. Barely had he retorted 
that the police allowed the· straights to 
carry it · when he was kicked to the 
ground and a scuffle ensued. Other 
members tried to separate them but two 
other cops jumped in. They sprayed 
mace directly into the demonstrators' 
eyes and on their face. and neck and 
pulled Charlie off the ground, setting 
him up for a beating. At this point the 
officer facing him announced "You're 
under arrest" and then began beating 
him mainly in the face. They then 
maliciously sprayed mace on him 
although he was rendered helpless by 
the attack. During the scuffle, the, cops 
produced two straights who announced 
they were making a citizen's arrest and 
with police encouragement began 
provoking other demonstrators into a 
fight. They kept their. cool and most 
likely prevented a massacre by the cops. 
Charlie was dragged into a patrol car, 
which then sped away. 

The most urgent thing now was to 
find out what the police had done with 
Charlie. After several attempts, GAA 
got word that he was being charged with 
"harassment and resisting arrest." It was 
also ascertained that bail would be set at 
a minimum of $300 cash, but that 
Charlie would not be released until his 
"record" was checked. This was 
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difficult, since Charlie had refused, 
under questioning, to provide any 
infonnatiori whatsoever, including his 
name. It should be · noted that 
communication with the police was 
hampered by the fact that they refused 
to say anything in front · of GAA's 
videotape machine . which · had been 
going all afternoon. Apprenhensive lest 
the police attempt to steal tlle · tape 
recording their brutal attack . upon 
Charlie, GAA had quickly spirited it 
away. 

At approximately 5:30 p.m. the 
demonstration came to a halt. Calls 
were sent out to obtain a lawyer for 
Charlie Burch and to arrange for an 
emergency executive meeting at the 
Firehouse that evening. Bail money was 
colle.cted on the bus· and it pulled out, 
leaving Marty Robinson and GAA 
Treasurer Bill Chalson · behind to 
attelllpt to secure Charlie's freedom. · 

The · bus arrived back at the 
Firehouse about 7 p.m;, and at 8:15 the 
emergency meeting to detennine the 

next course of action got under way. At 
8:30 Marty Robinson called from 
Hauppage to say that Charlie had been 
released on bail and was with a lawyer. 
A ·motion. was passed to hold a mass 
demonstration at the Suffolk County 
seat, in Riverhead, on Friday, August 
27th. A second motion was passed that 
GAA seek immediate injunctive relief in 
the. courts against the Suffolk County 
police, under the 1873 Civil Rights law, 
which makes it a federal offense for a 
local law enforc~ment agency to 
infringe on a citizen's constitutional 
rights - in this case holding a peaceful 
demonstration. 

On Friday morning at 8:30 a.m., 
despite torrential rains and hurricane 
warnings, approximately 150 gays 
gathered for the long bus ride to 
Riverhead. Once on the bus Rich 
Wandel explained that the 
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demonstration tactics had been changed 
and that the plan would now be for one 
busload to take over the DA's office, 
while the other. two supported the sit-in 
with an outside demonstration. 

The t.actic worked beautifully. The 
County Courthouse was carefully 

. guarded with two policemen at every 
door. 40 members of the group rushed 
into the DA's offices before guards 
co.uld be called. First to be apprehended 
was Jim Owles, GAA President,. who 
was lifted by . two guards in the corridor · 
and carried out. They then • tried 
unsuccessfully fo · deter others from 
entering the offices. When .the Assistant 
DA entered, he was told that we would 
not vacate the premises before speaking 
to the District Attorney. 

The demonstration inside the 
building was constantly supported from 
outside with chants of "Police State", 
and "Queers Suck" reminding the 
Suffolk County ;:ops of the sign that led 
to the beating of Charles Burch. After 

about an hour Sheriff · Phil Corso · 
appeared· with Jim Owles and a group of 
deputies. Jim explained that those 
remaining in the offices would be 
arrested· and asked that they not resist 
arrest in view of the bnitality shown 
before and which was evidenced by the 
Sheriff now. The Sheriff hlmself, spoke 
glibly and condescendingly to the 
group, using phrases like "Lknow you're 
intelligent people" and "we wouldn't be 
doing our job if ... ", but as soon as he 
was questioned by GAAer Pete Fisher 
he retorted "Just wait a minute Long 
Hair", showing where his head was 
really at. About 15 members left, not 
wishing to 9e arrested. The remainder 
stated that they would :tiave to be 
arrested in order to vacate :the offices. 
The Sheriff announced they were under 
arrest and must leave now or could go 
"head first or feet first - you name it." 

lie asked that members of the press 
leave. Once the press had left . and 

· members began filing out of the office, 
the deputies began shoving thein down 
the stairs and out of tlie building. They 
threw one member to the floor twice 
and clubbed him in the hack. One of the 
women demonstrators was shoved down 
.the · stairs and members assisting her 
from falling were pulled by the hair and 
prodded with clubs. Once outside, the 
leaders of the demonstration were told 
that they had .had an opportunitf to 
meet .with the DA but since they had 
reneged on .their "peaceful exit" · the 
meeting was off. 

. After an hour of shouting and 
. demonstrating, the DA's office gave in 
. and arranged a meeting that afternoon 
in Hauppauge. · · 

A second demonstration 
accompanied the meeting. with Suffolk 
County District Attorney, George 
Aspland. Jim Owles and Doe Hansen 
(L.I. GAA-President) issued a joint 

statement, announcmi that the DA had 
promised to investigate the beating of 
Charles.. Burch and the arrest on Fire 
Island, ;;_a promise in which they had·· 
little faith. The DA felt that these 
occurrences were "isolated incidents" 
and not part of continued harassment 
by the Suffolk County Police. He also 
expressed surprise that there were gays 
on Long Island. Jim Owles stated that 
we had gone to Riverhead, and 
Hauppauge and would come back in 
greater numbers if harassment 
continued. We might even go on to 
Montauk, the residence of 
Assemblyman Perry Duryea, the man 
who, as Assembly Majority Leader, is 
responsible for keeping the Sodomy Bill 
locked up in committee in Albany. 

I 
~ 

' t 



A Forum on Sexual Liberation. 
Speakers: Dennis Altman, Gillian 
Leahy, Germaine Greer. 
Sydney University, Wednesday, January 
19, 1972. 

Before a crowd of over 1,000, and 
under the watchful eye of the 
University's TV unit, sexual liberation, 
gay liberation, Germaine, and probably 
Women's lib, had their first formal 
airing in Australia. Clearly though, sex 
lib is to be one of the fashionable topics 
for the '72 Autumn and Winter seasons 
in. Australia - and a damn good thing 
too. 

Dennis opened the forum by 
discussing the relationship between 
homosexual oppression and wider 
.sexual oppression. Homosexuality is 
repressed in Australia not just as a small 
minority activity, but as part of a total 
oppression of sexuality. The common 
attack on women's lib as though they 
were all lesbians, and as such could ·be 
dismissed; among men the mateship 
thing, and its most extreme 
manifestation, gang rapes - 'the best 
thing to do with your mates' - were all 
part of the general societal hang-up 
about sex. 

Hence, quoting from the French, 
Dennis said that 'among all sexual 
aberrations, chastity remains the most 
astonishing'. But from the homosexual 
point of view, the illegality of 
homosexual acts, and the attitudes and 
behaviour• of the police and of poofter 
bashers, were equally notable 
manifestations of this sexual hang up. 
He noted that there was a more 
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sophisticated form of poofter bashing 
practised by psychiatrists and called 
aversion therapy ... 

Homosexuals, apart from this 
oppression, suffered from other forms 
of oppression in housing, the 
unavailability of loans, in jobs, in not 
being allowed to marry, and ~ore 
important the less noticed forms of 
discrimination - denial and tolerance. 
Denial was the action of the advertising 
media, social columns, etc., which in 
their whole slant ignored the existence 
of other than heterosexually 
monogamous people. Tolerance was the 
sort of attitude of one woman writer 
who in expressing .her tolerance of 
homosexuals showed how they could be 
helpful in a single girl's life - flat 
decorating, fashion advice, escort, etc. 

Quoting Freud on the innate 
bisexuality of everyone, Dennis said· 
that sex lib involved more than . 
r~moving the oppression of that. It 
involved getting away from the heavy 
possessive relationship, and it involved 
more than just fucking. It involved the 
ability to make love to one or more 
than one, to enjoy a naturally free 
relationship of touch and feel, and 
learning to take joy from just touching 
one another's bodies. 

Partly as a reaction against the 
conception of sexual relationships in 
economic, proprietorial terms, and 
partly because the homosexual stands 
outside the nuclear family, the basic 
unit of our society, the homosexual is 
of necessity a revolutionary. The 
attempts by some to live a respectable 
life, while doing the camp bars, etc., was 
more provocative of laughter than a 
decent life style. 

So, in summary, sexual liberation 
involves much more than sexuality, it 
involves removing the narrow limits 
placed on human potential by society. 

Gillian disagreed with the• basic 
structure of the forum that was in 
progress. Such a forum was not the 
situation in which liberation could take 
place, in which pepple could overcome 
their hang-ups about fucking and 
masturbating, and personal 
relationships. 

More particularly it tended to create 
gurus, and she did not see any reason 
why one group of people should 
presume to get up there and tell others 
about it all. She did not claim any 
expertise in the sex lib area, but she did 
tell us how she saw it all- the problem 
of liberating repressed emotions and 
getting away from the domination, the 
violence, the ego trips that typified 
personal relationships and social 
relationships. Society feeds on 
insecurity now, but should work 
towards freedom and an end to 
dominance. Particularly, we should put 
an end to power relationships in the 
bed. 

In some ways the most interesting 
aspect of Gill's talk was the audience 
reaction, which is not to denigrate her 
comments. But faced with someone 
who wasn't a 'name' the small hick 
element managed a classic barrage of 
interjection. It operated on the 
sniggering school boy level, 
demonstrating very neatly the attitude 
that sex is dirty and does not involve 
respect for others - everything that the 
speakers were attacking. It is interesting, 
though not a subject for generalisation I 
hope, that the most vocal of these . 
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'children' is known to this writer as a · .• liberation •. Manson and his tribe in 
repressed homosexual _:_ it is doubtful '\Califojnia overcame their inhibitions, 
that his p~esertc~ helped anyone: ·· · : •. ; an1f i~d,ulged )n an uncounted orgy of 

Genn.ame srud _that ~here c~uld never. - · ,death ··.;c. the ~quation of violence and 
be .a . sexual liberation · without a sex:remains. 
revoluti?n - it is simply not po~sibleto . Similarly homosexuality does not 
rea~ R~ich a~d go ~ome and achieve full equal liperation _ ( or permissiveness, to 
orgiastic . satisfaction. When ·sh~.·.· ~d -use .,our· cwerworked word). Gay lib 
some fnends started a magazme m means more than just freedom for 
Britain (banned here) . they called it camps to have sex. It means overcoming 
Suck rather than Fuck because they defects -in one's self image, just as 
wanted to -=-=--- the women's lib does. Gay lib and women's 

Dennis Altman 

polymorphous aspects of sex rather 
than on the aggressive aspects implied in 
the use of the word 'fuck'. Yet most of 
the material· submitted is arrant sadism, 
including a serial which centres round 
fantasies of being pack raped by an 
errant gang of Congolese mercenaries. 
The serial is written by a man. 

In our society aggression = love, 
fucking and fighting are virtually 
synonymous, and rape is normal 
behaviour - it happens in conjugal beds 
all over the country all the time. (Rape 
within the conjugal relationship is legal, 
incidentally.) Yet releasing one's basic 
orgiastic impulses is . as difficult· as 
releasing one's innate homosexuality -
to revert back to Dennis' point about 
bisexuality and Freud. And it doesn't 
involve the sort of orgies that some 
think as liberation. 

Germaine has been interested in 
bringing the sexual revolution to the 
English working classes. Their problems 
is not . a shortage of sex, but of the 
conditions under which it occurs - sex 
standing up in lifts because it is the only 
warm place, a•d the only thing to do. 
Orgies for company lawyers with girls 
who will do' anything because they are 
paid to do it, is not sex lib. Middle class 
families who think they are liberal -
because they allow their daughter to 
stay out for the night, but would not 
face her bringing the boy home. 

If we are to free sex, we will have to 
celebrate it. Sex in our society is to do 
with fantasy, not reality. Because that is 
the way capitalism works. But . 
overcoming repressions does not mean 
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lib ar.e part of the same continuum. As 
it is., we are all perverse . because none 

·. knows wltat spontaneous sex is like. 
Under capitalism sex is depraved and 
distorted .from its true value - a union 
of affec_tion · and comradeship perhaps. 

But ,sex lib is not a parlor game, it 
simply isn:t. _ 

Questions followed · thick and fast, 
and there is not space here for much of 
them. In answer to a question about her 
book and capitalism, Germaine said 
don't buy it, borrow it ( or steal it), or 
don't read it - it was not an essential 
text book for life. 

Dennis, particularly-,. was attacked for 
putting people down, for sneering at 
camps who were not on the same wave 

Germaine Greer 

length. The issue became complicated -
should you put down camps who 
played a straight· game and were thus 
not helping the cause at all. The 
argument devolved particularly around a 
suggestion · that the PM was camp, to 
which Germaine said, quite rightly, that 

. it was not a put down to say McMahon 
was a homosexual. And there that 
debate rested uneasily. 

And one announcement of some 
import -,- MeJane, a women's lib paper, 
is being. prosecuted in Melbourne for 
obscenity. They have decided to fight it 
not on the elitist grounds that it has 
literary merit, but on the grounds that a 
woman's body is not obscene. That is 
the spirit of the movement, and they 
would appreciate some money too. 

And at 10.30 everyone went home. 
Is this the real beginning in Australia, or 
a small flutter, to be trivialised by the 
press, and remembered only because the 
general public got to see Germaine? We 
shall see. 

Adelaide .Scene 

Those happy• families and swmgmg 
couples who happened to be driving 
along the Main South Road towards 
Adelaide's south. coast beaches about 
midday on Sunday 5th December might 
have wondered ·who were the brightly 
bedecked crowd - about sixty in 
number - ·gathere.d around their cars at 
the side of the road. If they had known, 
their reactions would have · been 
interesting to observe: For that gay 
throng comprised members of the new 
S.A. branch of C.A.M.P. and• their 
friends, meeting for their' first picnic· of 
the season .. The· weather. was perfect ( 
the first fine Sunday for many wee;s, so 
who doesn't believe in Providence 
now?), the beach,suitably secluded, and 
only the Secretary found it alltoo much 
and at the end of the day had to be 
driven home in a comotose state. 

This was the second social gathering 
organised by the branch, the first being 
an equally successful wine and cheese 
evening held in a hall in North Adelaide 
on 18th November. And a wide variety 
of functions is planned for the coming 
year. But all play and no work makes 
Jack a frivolous girl, and to avoid this 
fate the provisional committee is 
trying to organise a balanced program of 
activities. As well as an entertainment 
sub-committee, working groups have 
been set up to discuss, do research and 
sponsor action in the· areas of public 
relations, la:w reform, psychology and 
religious and· moral issues. In addition, 
committee members have had interviews 
with interested psychologists · and 
psychiatrists, and a controversial city 
clergyman not · noted for his public 
sympathy towards anything which 
savours of sexual 'permissiveness'. From 
these and other contacts, we hope to 
collect a suitably adventurous group of 
speakers for a symposium on 
homosexuality in a few months time. 

On 14th December Mr. King, the 
attorney-General, announced the 
appointment of the S.A. Government's 
long promised committee to advise on 
the revisions and reform of the criminal 
law and penal methods. This committee 
will initially tackle penal methods, arid 
will then investigate specific subjects -
including homosexuality - over the 
next two or three ' years. As.-- the 
committee deals with particular topics, 
it will advertise for submissions from 
the public and interested bodies. So 
there's plenty of hard work ahead for 
our law reform group in preparing a 
detailed submission on behalf of 
C.A.M.P., and that is only the beginning 
of our compaign. 



Melbourne Scene 

Socially, December proved to b.e a 
'fun-filled month. The right tone was set 
on Sunday 12th when members rolled 
up to a barrel and luncheon from as far 
a field as Geelong. (The pun is 
unintentional) A good time was had by 
all, ( to use a tir.ed and tatty cliche) and 
strict supervision of the area covered by 
our magnificant, spreading fig tree 
yielded frugal grounds for divorce 
·proceedings. Two members were seen to 
be having lunch on the love-seat beneath 
its protective foliage, but alas, it was all 
quite respectable and on the "up and 
Up". Really!?. . 

THEN -- came the Social Event of 
the year "NYMPHS AND 
SHEPHERDS". Fancy· dress of course! 
Oh, how fancy some ofus were! Being a 
Members Only night, everyone let their 
hair · down and had a ball. Some I 
believe, had two! Full marks to the 
"Dowager Duchess of Lygon Towers" 
for the brilliant Chrissy decorations and 
also to the Premises Comrnitee under 
the capable direction of "Mother B" 
who provided an excellent bill of fare. 

Xmas Eve was quiet affair in keeping 
with the occasion, several members were 
seen to attend Midnight Service at a 
local Church. 

On the more serious side of things, 
President N. addressed a meeting of the 
Church of Christ on the subject of 
Homosexuality. He reports that he was 
very well received and that the 
intelligence and perception of those 
present was clearly evident by the 
questions put to him. At least one 
prominant person, a doctor, stated that 
his own personal attitude was 
favourably revised by the address. The 
evening was pleasantly rounded off 
when one senior female member of the 
audience remarked to him, . "If I ever 
have a Camp grandson, I hope that he 
will be just like you." 

The clubrooms are progressing most 
satisfactorily. The downstairs 
Tete-a-Tete room is completed; the new 
carpet is installed in the upstaires social· 
room. The latter was almost 
immediately christened by a prominant 
member who shall remain nameless, 
with a complete cup of coffee. (Never 
mind dear, we_Jhall let you out shortly.) 

At the last General Meeting on 
Wednesday the 15th_ December 
members were informed of a new 
venture to raise funds for the club 
coffers. Premises ·suitable for dancing 
have become available in the City 
proper and the Club intends to run 
dances there on a money-making basis. 
It was decided to form a separate 
committee to handle this additional 
function. · 
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Perth Scene 

Prescription: 
Take one Secretary who won't take 
"No" for an answer. 
Shake a handful of . generous 
members. 
Find a five-roomed house in West 
Perth - less dilapidated than most . 
available for a not quite impossible 
rental. 
Stir with dozens. of busy hands, 
painting, cutting, hammering and 
getting in each other's way for just 
one weekend. 
Stew and decant on an unsuspecting 
public just twelve days after signing 
of the lease. .. 

Result: 
Headquarters for WA, Coffee-shop, 
Billiard Room, Library, Barbeque -
you name it, we've got it - even 
friendly neighbours; 
The "Spartan Club" is situated in 79 

Outram St., West Perth (corner of 
Hooper St.), phone 224561, and has 
been functioning daily (including all 
holidays) from 6 pm till late since the 
gala opening on December 1st. 

The Club has become the focal point 
for members and friends and has been 
instrumental in · boosting our 
membership to nearly200 by the.end of 
1971. Because of our faith in the 
Campaign and solidarity of the 
membership, we have gone into debt for 
a considerable amount. The loans, 
although interest-free, have to be repaid. 
We can only repay them if our members 
continue to support the coffee-shop, 
introduce new members, and convert 
the loans into donations. If every 
member committed himself to a 
donation of only $5 per month (smoke 
3 packs of cigarettes less per week) we 
can be out of the red in less than six 
months. 

Getting the rooms started in so short 
a time has proved an important point. 
Our members can co-operate and pull 
their weight effectively. We can now set 
about to achieve our main object -
persuading the majority of State 
politicians and the general public that 
homosexual law reform must be 
introduced and passed by both Houses 
in 1972. 

ACT CAMP 

A.C.T. CAMP ".Film Evenings are 
steadily gaining popularity. ·From an 
attendance of only 19 on the 22nd. 
November we have reached the grand 
total of 32 on the 6th. December. This 
is. most encouraging and thanks must go 
to all. We still have use of the 
Congregational Church Hall and perhaps 
the word is spreading that our evenings~ 
aren't as bad as most anticipated. I feel 
we have almost exhausted the supply of 
suitably interesting films from the 
National Library so approaches have 
been made to 16MM in Sydney, with 
the hope of providing "feature films". 

OUR FIRST CHRISTMAS PARTY 
was held on Monday 20th. December at 
8.00 p.m. Circulars were sent out to 
reach approx. 60 to 70 persons but by 
the almost total lack ofR.S.V.P's on the 
15th. of December, we were a little 
doubtful as to whether we should in 
fact go ahead. Paul Foss was most 
adament that we go ahead no matter 
what and so we did. Came 8.00 and we 
had about 6 people. Came 9.30, the 

place was jumping! Well, if you can call 
a hall filled (?) with about 30 people, 
jumping? BUT . all those who did · come 
soon lost their inhibitions and we were 
dancing, singing, eating and boozing. A 
highly camp game of musical chairs 
really got things going and was followed 
by a sort-of Spot Dance which again was 
contested by all except yours truely 
who had to fiddle with the stereo. 
Supper was provided but unfortunately 
mo~t had probably all eaten, so some of 
that which was left was auctioned at the 
last moment. The auction proved very 
popular and we shall probably have 
more should the occasion arise · again. 
Our funds are quite healthy but every 
little bit helps. Unfortunate that more · 
people did not attend ( I do know that 
many are still apprehensive as to 
activities and are waiting further reports 
from those who have come along in the 
past ), so to all those who did make it to 
our Crissy Party, many thanks. 

Possible coming activities we hope 
to arrange are:- Bar B.Q's, Golf Days, 
Cheese and wine evenings, etc. Of 
course if any of our local members or 
friends are willing to help or give 
suggestions they may contact me 
through the Post Office Box. 

Memberships have not been terribly 
encouraging but we sit and wait and 
hope that perhaps more and more will 
take heart, hand and join us. We can 
understand the many reasons why they 
don't join; the main reason being that 
quite a lot of people are public servants 
who are afraid of losing their jobs. 
(continued on page 17) 
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Inside 
Looking Out 
with axel 

TI:IE 'FREE' VOTE -
I. MEDIEVAL. Every time someone 

suggests a free, or conscience, vote in 
parliament on a bill to introduce 
changes of which the · church, 
particularly the authoritarian and 
monastic branches of the Roman 
Catholic Church do not approve, they 
get very upset. Abortion, 
homosexuality, drugs, anything. They 
argue that no MP has a mandate for 
such change - which is probably true of 
everything, not just this - and therefore 
no right to support change. But have 
they a mandate for the status quo? Our 
law dates from the Dark Ages, when 
Ecclesiastical tyranny held sway, and 
has not been reviewed since. At least 
heresy is no longer a crime, nor is 
atheism - though sometimes I wonder. 

II. VICTORIAN. After Victoria's 
Attorney General, George Reid made it 
clear that HLR, if it ever came before 
the State parliament, would not. be a 
conscience issue but that the Liberals 
would be solidly opposed, Bolte's recent 
gesture is interesting. Considering 
changes in the hours and so forth for 
drinking, gambling and horse racing, Sir 
Henry promised a free vote to his MP's, 
because these were great moral issues of 
our time. How would the Vic Libs 
classify something like a Minister for 
Tourism holding a Directorship in say 
Avis Rent-A-Car? Under morality, good 
business, free enterprise, or perhaps just 
irrelevant? 

III. CONTEMPORARY. To accept 
· - that a matter is a question of morality 

and therefore conscience, argues Lionel 
Murphy, the ALP Senate Leader, is to 
recognise that the law ought to get right 
out of such areas and leave it to the 
individual involved to decide how to 
exercise his conscience. Why should an 
MP have a conscience vote on whether I 
can exercise my conscience or not? 
We're not asking them to join us, or 
have an abortion, or whatever, only for 
our right to dp so if we want. So to 
Lionel, as our US brothers and sisters 
would say, Right On Baby. 
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DIAL A PM, if you wish, but he is 
nowadays otherwise engaged. Mr. 
William McMahon, Companion of 
Honour now courtesy of the Queen of 
England, has been showing himself 
surprisingly ignorant of the law relating 
to camp behaviour. With the help of 
some absurd embarrassment on the part 
of Auntie ABC's Bob Moore, Billie 
ducked Alan Barnes' question about his 
attitude to HLR on Monday 
Conference. Billie is anti-capital 
punishment, coyly declines to give his 
attitude ( which he assures us exists) to 
abortion, and didn't even get to say the 
dreaded word 'homosexual'. One day he 
will come out and tell us what his 
government plans to do about that idiot 
law. Meanwhile they say he is very hung 
up on his phone receiver. 

CAMP IS A FOUR LETTER WORD, 
or so the · SMH really does think. The 

· embargo on mentioning CAMP in their 
papers is nothing as unsubtle · as an 
office memo as we thought. Just an 
understanding that anything on sex has 
to be referred 'upstairs' - and that 
means the propii.etor, not the editor. So 
it just never appears, because Sir 
Warwick Fairfax - the proprietor -
does not like immorality. Currently on 
his third wife, after a series of 
interesting divorces, and the odd' 
mistress, he dislikes camps. What role 
son James 'Jimmie' Fairfax plays in all 
this, who knows. He is reputed to hold 
the largest single block of shares in the 
family papers, but does not seem to be 
interested. Pity. 

EDYKAYSHUN IS A NINE 
LETTER WORD. Malcolm Fraser, 
federal Minister for Education and 
Science has some of the oddest ideas 
about education. He agrees that unis 
should · be socially progressive, 
independent and enquiring, then gets 
very ·hot under the collar because the 
ANU's Orientation Week Handbook for 
1972 contains an interview with a 
homosexual. 'Entirely unnecessary' was 
his considered opinion. 'In bad taste', he 
added. At least he didn't say disgusting, 
etc, etc. Necessity is a pretty funny 
concept to apply to many uni activities 
anyhow, but why does he think that 
this piece was unnecessary? Because we 
don't exist? Because everyone (he?) 
knew it all anyhow? Even more curious 
though was the rest. When, Mr. Fraser, 
did you last taste a homosexual, the 
forbidden fruit? 

BANANAS ARE THE FORBIDDEN 
FRUIT especially in banana-land way 
up in the Deep North. While the 

enlightened societies of the world are 
looking to the rem.oval of our legal 
bondage, following the path blazed by 
the Napoleonic Code in Europe· 170 
years ago, Queensland is in full retreat 
from the present. Bjelke and his band of 
rustics have seen' fit to introduce a bill 
giving police greater powers to stop 
camps from 'soliciting' asking 
someone if they are interested - and to 
search premises used for 'in!moral 
purposes' - like your flat! In this 
fashion it is that Queensland lays claim 
to yet another first, a suitable 
companion piece to their famous State 
of Emergency for a football match. The 
Spanish Inquisition would have, loved 
them, but someone - a sizable minority 
actually - votes for this lot. Was it you? 
Will you do it again? 

MEDICAL KNOWLEDGE. A survey 
last year of all the medical students at 
Monash University came up with some 
very interesting results. Investigating 
their sexual knowledge, experience and 
attitudes, they were ranked on a six 
point scale from restrictive/intolerant at 
1 to tolerant/permissive on 6. Only 
homosexuality and masturbation found 
no one scoring 1 or 2, unlike 
contraception, promiscuity, and most 
interestingly abortion and premarital 
sex which both scored 15% and 11 % on 
1 and 2 respectively. More surprising 
even than that is that of the 631 
surveyed, 31.3% had had some 
homosexual sexual contact compared 
with 43% who had had some 
heterosexual sexual contact. I look 
forward to bringing you the sex lives of 
judges, State MPs and suburban 
housewives soon. 

THE BOYFRIEND AND ALL 
THAT. The Australian's columnist, 
Phillip Adams, recently got rather 
piously upset about Ken Russell's films. 
He claims Russell has a love affair with 
corruption - The Music Lovers; equates 
heterosexuality with derangel:nent and 
deformity - The Devils (this point has 
the pleasant merit of novelty), a hatred 
of the fem;ile - The Boy Friend, and 
treats men a:s sex objects - Women in 
Love. And all because Russell is camp. 
Adam's first two criticisms are 
contradictory, which he fails to notice 
any more than the curious attempt on 
his own part to equate homosexuality 

. with things Adams dislikes; More 
important though, is the implication 

. that homosexuality explains everything, 
not just ones choice of bed partners, 
which it certainly doesn't. But like so 
many other people, to Adams the world 
population consists of two groups -
people and camps. 



Poems 

Untitled 

Little pop-com bullet banging, 
Swiftly flinging; 
Plunging deep 

.... Into 
The dischord flesh, writhing: 

Funny-circus 
Battle-field. 

See-eeeeee! computer soldiers 
There, 

Performing acts 
Of wondrous skill, 

Seals with providence balancing; 
. • . Some 

Hot-ice clown: 

The routine 
Ofbo"owed 

Self applause. 

Anna-Marie, 1971 

The Heavy 

Ginni, big oxen Ginni 
whose loving eyes 
reflect love of Fifi, 
- little left-bank whore. 
Day after 

day 
they sit, those two 
in joy gaze 

- silently 
through cigar-smoke 
over checked table cloths. 

Beautiful hearted, heavy-bodied 
Ginni begs her streetwalker-love 
to stay 

forever 
with her; 

her 
who would die for her. 

Fickle, tousselled Fifi 
pouts to entice 

them 
once more; 

... thus Ginni, alone, 
blows her heavy-brains out. 

A.G. 1971 
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The Blue Monster 
Out of pure scarlet hate 
came a blue monster, 
feeding no other purpose 
and sucking loudly. 
Tis the chime of big-hen 
i know without having met 
that randy ring of confidence. 
Tis ice rattling goo_d brandy 
in the shaky Apollo's hand 
somewhere in far-off Munich. 
Tis the easter-bunny 
i wanted to be 
bouncing through xmas-carols . 
Tis the memory of fire-crackers 
on the eve ofmy departure 
where i cried-out fuses. 
Tis the sound of famished flames 
chewing I 00, 000 angry words 
of explosive experience. 
Tis the petrified snow 
slurping yesterday's ashes 
in the heat of combat. 
(What eyes had this believer 
sketching dreams with joyful finger 
which turned dimensional sadness) 
... Such love-light had Marianne 
of the north-coast beaches, 
sago-palm and tropical-temperament 
taught open-books in early rain 
falling crescendo from heaven. 
Such companion the old man, pacificism 
in true form saying all expectations 
are goggles of reality, and reality 
a sacred-cow with four left feet 
sliding undete"ed proxy. 
Out of pure scarlet hate 
came a blue monster . .. 

i've 
slept in mangers 
where asses feel obliged. 
I've swallowed tears with grievers 
under the tables. 
I've screamed hoarse extremes while 
crumbling pizzas with politicians 

I've not said half the elephant -
tragedienne for i live only so long. 

· Out of pure scarlet hate 
came the blue monster -
swatting myaelf with 8 cat-tails. 

Stefanie Bennett, 1972. 
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Minnie has her box in a square ring. 

When Camp Inc. first started, two well-known heterosexual ladies {both married 
but not to each other) wrote letters to Camp Ink. Since that time Dorothy and 
Berry have helped the organisation enormously, and have shown that our society 
should not discriminate against heterosexuals. These two women have earned 
our respect by their hard work and loyalty, and are no more immoral, drunken 
or violent than the average lesbian, and in fact if you did not know, you could 
see them at Camp Inc, and think they were real lesbians. It is only when you talk 
to them that you suspect that they enjoy being married to men, however, we 
must never fall into the trap of thinking that heterosexuals are sick, just because 

they are heterosexual. They can't help it. If God had not intended there to be 
heterosexuals, She wouldn't have given us Unisex hairdressers. Secretly, I thank 

God that I am a poofter, but I don't think all heterosexuals are inferior. We once had 
a Prime Minister who was heterosexual, but then he did have a drink problem ( dipso 

facto ... Ehrliche Hebe! I ask you). It is an alarming piece of information but a recent 
. • survey has shown that ONE IN TWENTY of Camp Inc is exclusively heterosexual. Should 

the files go astray their anonymity is assured by the names of promin~nt homosexuals also 
on the files, but still the'y are afraid. Many will admit t.hat they are heterosexual, but others 
will.only give their initials; some will give their first names, like the elusive "Jill", who fears 

that people will think she is heterosexual because of the views she expresses. No-one that has 
ever met you would suspect that you were a heterosexual. · Now horror of horrors, 

heterosexuals are beginning to become more conspicuous. Mick Drear wrote to Camp Ink last 
month. When a brother gets in on the act, it's incest! Even in MY family there is one 

heterosexual that I know of. Mind you that could have been a rebellion against his homosexual 
environment. Yet another puerile attack against the authority of Big Min, but although I am 

Hanoid, I still hope that my brother will settle down with his best friend, and snooker opponent, 
the lovely and talented, Ocker. Are his balls just going to be cued into far pockets? Can't he and 
' Ocker shoot at the same time and let their balls keep on felt? How do lesbians ... More to the point, 

how do heterosexuals? The sto~ach turns ... ,. or at least I think it does.· Unlike trapeze artists, 
. heterosexuals are rarely,caught in the act. It is thought that they use a lot of vaseline which they 
· put on their knoqs to foil anyone trying to open the door, such as a child;who only wanted "a 

watch" for Christmas. There are many heterosexual books dealing with some of the things they 
do. These. books are usually termed "manuals" which is indicative. (The first known heterosexual 
was indicatEve.) These "manuals" usually display several variations of homosexual love positions 
that have been adapted slightly for heterosexuals. Some "Manuals" have as many as 43 positions 
photographed in living black and white, a far cry from the 274 homosexual positions 
photographed by Minnie Drear in living memory. (It was oral sex, and not television that killed 
the art of conversation.) Heterosexuals usually have to arrange some kind of binding constriction 

to enable them to form even casual affairs (termed marriages). They nearly always employ sexual 
roles, which are fattening. Some of the women swell dreadfully for months. Heterosexuals arl') 

. generally amazed at the simplicity of homosexual unions (such as the window dressers'). My own 
love match (game and set, with only one let and two faults ... wasn't Evonne a spotless honorary 
whi~e) ... my own love match caused violent upsets. My brother thought I was too grotty for 
words, let alone a bloke. My lover thought I would be annulled for non-constipation, but I kept up 

my end of the bargain. Fabulon really is the housewive's friend's friend. I might not have moraJ 
fibre but I have the starch where it counts. We were wed in white due to an accident where I 
hiccupped, trying to blow a balloon, and became the only poof with an internal oral contraceptive. 
That has not been remedied, or rectified. Oh, I digress and deviate! For all their whinging, 

'--illMl'-1:' heterosexuals need us desperately. They keep on brel')ding like mad. All over the place there are 
heterosexually orientated individuals (HOI) breeding homosexuals. In decadent England where 
heterosexuality was once compulsory, they even have a queen who is heterosexual, and in 
Holland there is a whole family of heterosexual queens, but they have clubs for them there. 

Many historians have argued that heterosexuality has caused the downfall of empires. The breeding 
grounds of the Huns were a great deal to blame for the decline of ihe Roman Empire, and 
Napoleon's forces were beaten by the English forces, which even today are made up of exclusively 
heterosexually orientated people. 
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The Editor, 

Thanks for sending my CAMP INKS on 
and asking for information on the London 
scene! 

The one noticeable thing about the general 
scene here is the increase in police activity in 
harassing minority groups - homosexuals, 
blacks, "freaks" etc. They tend to go around 
in cars and not on the beat anymore. Thous
ands of them - everywhere! 

I arrived in the middle .of the. "Festival of, 
Light" - that stange Christian reactionary 
group with Muggeridge and Cliff Richard 
leading it all. There was an alternative Festival 
of Life organized by G.L.F. and various other 
street organizations - needless to say the 
police had a field day! 

Since then I've become involved in G.L.F. 
- so I can really comment from that 
viewpoint, which makes description of C.H.E. 
rather a prickly subject. Armed truce between 
the two groups! . 

G.L.F. is, an incredibly loose organization 
- no bureaucracy.( like C.H.E. I but it seems 
to work. Does that sound familiar? Also 
looking for premises etc. - the usual! 

Since joining G.L.F. I've become part of an 
"awareness group" - about ten to twelve 
people. We meet each week and discuss our 
ideas, experiences etc. on various subjects 
relating to our homosexuality - a kind of 
cross between an encounter group and group 
therapy! I've found its done wonders -
gradually losing my inhibitions and hangups 
etc. We can treat people like people and not 
sex objects . . . cliches roll out like a 
Marxist dialectic.! Has CAMP INK con
sidered awareness groups/consciousness
raising groups? 

As for the rest of the scene! As far as , can 
see the 1967 set has made very little 
difference - except that you can't get 
arrested in bed! The ghetto still exists - and 
quite nasty in places. The Earl's Court pubs 
are bloody awful - even for a drink - really 
frantic atmosphere! The "cruising meat rack" 
scene has its dangers - there have been two 
murders on the two well-known beats in- the 
last year. · 

The media seem to avoid the "gay world" 
except for the "underground" - a spate of 
articles in seven days. Today there was an 
article in The Guardian the only paper 
sympathetic to "gays" and to G.L.F. The 
general public seems indifferent and most 
don't even. know what "gay" means! Even a 
lot of gays don't know of G.L.F. and C.H.E. 
- a big problem seems to be communication. 
But those ensconced in the ghetto don't want 
to know and those who run it are most 
unfriendly to G.L.F. - since they have most 
to lose in a freer society! Cliche. . . 

.. T.W. (London). 

The Editors, 
As a very new member of C.A.M.P. I feel 

impelled to write immediately after having 
. received a free copy of the Birthday issue of 

your magazine. 
It is a letter of criticism but sincerely 

meant as constructive criticism. 
By virtue of personal circumstances I 

considered it prudent to allow this copy of 
C.A.M.P. INK, which I admit is the only issue 
I have as yet seen, to be read by a non 
Homosexual member of the community - a 
person of compassion and great understanding 
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to whom I had recently found it necessary to 
reveal my homosexuality. 

This person, female, married with a family 
of girls is a religious woman with strong moral 
and Christian principles by which she and her 
famfly live, and all are greatly respected by 
the rest of the community around them. 

Although stating that she did not pretend 
to understand Homosexuality she felt that she 
should accept the circumstances surrounding 
myself and asked to know more about the 
matter, hence my passing to her the Birthday 
issue of C.A.M.P. INK. 

I did so with some reservations which 
proved to be justified when she durly 
informed me that she was impressed by the 
aims of C.A.M.P. and the .leading article, was 
sympathetic to the homosexuals and their 
problems but she was not impressed by some 
of the other material found elsewhere in the 
magazine. 

Personally I cannot but feel that it is 
deplorable that an association and magazine 
with such high aims, seeking to obtain social 
justice and acceptance for a persecuted 
minority of the community should allow even 
one single word or illustration to be published 
which could be considered not acceptable by 
even one member of the Heterosexual 
community. 

While being fully aware" of the fact that 
vastly worse and thoroughly obscene material 
is published daily in a variety of Pl\blications 
throughout Australia, they are not published 
by people with a cause and who are a 
prosecuted minority battling against 
overwhelming odds for social acceptance by a 
t>igoted and ignorant majority of the 
community. 

To offer even slight offense to even one 
member of the general community through 
the only Homosexual media in the country is 
in my mind extremely foolish. To arm our 
opponents is foolish as is it to show valour 
rather than discretion. Surely we are not so 
strong that we can afford to thumb our noses 
at those whose support we claim to seek? 

Respectfully Sir, could you truthfully say 
that you would not object to seeing ANY 
item from the issue mentioned, published in 
the daily mass media (who ignore our 
existence and are even antagonistic to our 
cause) and have such item attributed to the 
official publication of C.A.M.P.? 

Let us not kid ourselves that our 
publication is not read by many Heterosexual 
people, and in particular by many who are 
even active opponents to our cause. 

We seek something to which we are 
entitled as members of a so-called free 
community with democratic Government, the 
right to live free of moral persecution and 
social acceptance, but we must also face 
reality in so far as that the mere passing of a 
new law will not necessarily give us what we 
seek. 

Social acceptance we will have to earn with 
or without a law in our favour. C.A.M.P. INK 
can help, but it can also help scuttle our ship 
without careful editing of material submitted 
for publication. 

I am no prude and can appreciate "Blue" 
humour as well as the next man.~ and better 
than some, but most assuredly this 
publication is regularly under quite a few 
critical magnifying glasses in the hands of 
people who may be in positions to do our 
cause great damage, and are but awaiting the 
opportunity to use anything they find to 

THEIR advantage. 
The standard. of this magazine should 

NEVER be laid open to DESTRUCTIVE 
criticism. 

My comments .have been written in good 
faith and l hope they are received as such. 

Name and Address Supplied; 

The Editors, 
The position of the homosexual in society 

today is intolerable, for he finds that 
whichever way he turns he is trapped. To live, 
he· must continually cover up and lead an 
unhappy, frustrated, tense, and double life. 

If he seeks fellow-men of like nature he is 
watched by police for any breach of the law, 
and if apprehended is brought to court, 
exposed and punished with imprisonment. 
Generally, in the all-male environment of 
prison he finds. opportunities for further 
"unlawful" activity. lrnprisonment is neither 
a deterrent nor a corrective method, only an 
:1ggravator of his condition. 

The medical. world has made attempts to 
solve the "problem", but acknowledges that 
except in very rare cases there is no medical 
remedy. Psychiatry has struggled over a long 
period with ways to "cure", but can do little 
(except in certain "mild"· cases), and is too 
expensive and time-consuming for any except 
the select few. It 1s impossible for psychiatry 
to meet the need of the vast numbers of 
homosexuals who are in the world today. 
Generally they agree that the homosexual has 
a tremendous drive with which he struggles, 
and that to evade the inevitable neurosis 
brought about by repression, it is absolutely 
necessary that he find fulfilment. 

The Church rules that homosexual actions 
are sinful and criminal. and that thev must be 
repented of and given up. It suggests repression 
of the desires and some form of sublimation 
of the drive. Biblical texts condemning 
homosexual actions are hurled at the 
unfortunate man - texts which belong to ages 
when the understanding of human nature was 
tremendously restricted. Thus a tremendous 
guilt complex is established, and worse 
conditions of mind are created which can lead 
to neurosis and possible breakdown and 
suicide. For the religiously enclined 
homosexual, it is said that unless he 
renounces these "evil" desires and repents of 
all overt actions there is no salvation, but only 
a certain fearful looking for judgement. To 
most Church people this is the one "sin" God 
cannot forgive, and _the homosexual is the one 
member of society whom they cannot and 
will not receive. Thus he must suffer brutal 
condemnation and rejection. 

Some would-be helpers suggest marriage 
with one of the opposite sex. The ignorance 
shown here of the homosexual n.iture is 
appalling. Such a relationship is unthinkable, 
repugnant and unworkable and completely 
useless as either a "cure" or a "deterrent". 

Society generally has such mistaken and 
warped views based on ignorance which lead 
to gross misunderstanding and unwarranted 
persecution. These views are governed by 
deep-rooted prejudices and generally an utter 
unwillingness even to consider an 
understanding attitude or dispassionate 
consideration of the homosexual's position 
and nature. These views are characterised by 
that terrible type of intolerance which is 
always expres~ecl to a person or group which 
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is not understood, which is different to the 
accepted standards. 

Then, too, the homosexual is vulnerable to 
blackmail. There seems to be no place of 
refuge or help - no one to understand, no 
one to whom he can speak freely without 
fear. He is trapped, walled in. Hounded by the 
law rejected and vilified by society, 
condemned by the Church, he is left an 

.outcast, bereft of love, hope and meaninglful 
friendship. He is treated as worse as any 
alcoholic, drug addict, or someone with a 
highly contagious disease. Is it any wonder 
that there are those who seek escape by 
suicide? 

There are well-meaning people who will 
say to the homosexual, "accept your nature 
and learn to live with it." What do they really 
mean by that? Is it to say that one must 
continue to live with one's nature and desires 
but not express these feelings in any way? 
This is small comfort and no solution. 

Researchers into the problem, even though 
·more tolerant, sympathetic and 
understanding, refuse to come up with the 
obvious answer - that is to accord the millions 
of homosexuals' personal digpify and the 
right to love and be loved. We are tftlpped 
•mless we.can break ~.!."lll the earriers-. 

There are some rays of hope. In other parts 
of the world some measure of freedom has 
come. Here in Australia there are movements 
like CAMP INK which have started the ball 
rolling. Some heads of churches arid some 
churches have at least discussed it and have 
recommended to the Government a change of 
law. There is much literature circulating -
cinema have shown films and documentaries, 
which though not always .as good as· they 
might well be, are at least helping the bring 
the subject out into the open. We will remain 
trapped unless we stand behin_d these 
attempts. Certainly we will get further if we 
come out and declare ourselves. 

David 

to your condition and imagine slights 
where none are intended. . 

3. Work at your chosen job or profession to 
the best of your ability. 

4. Never marry for a "blind" as this seldom 
works out. Rather find someone of your 
own kind with whom you can be happy 
and. settle down with him. 

5. If you have any problems, only discuss 
them with those Whom vou can trust; or a 
social, mediator Christian workar; 

6. Promiscuous sex gets you nowhere, when 
youth and looks are gone you have nothing 
left. Therefore rather rely upon common 
interests, respect, mutual regard and 
intellectual interests than upon sex alone. 

(Gerard - May Issue - may be interested in 
the above if he reads this.I 

Other cases I met in the past had been 
together for 5 years, 3 years and 6 years 
respectively. Actually, I cannot see why such 
a- union should compare unfavourably with a 
hetero ma~riage. God knows in counselling, 
one sees enough of those. 

I think that is about all. Best of luck to all. 
Margaret Baxter (W.A.I 

HAVING TROUBLE WITH: 
The Law; 
The Church; 
The Society; 
The Family; 
The Self; 

Ring Campaian Against Moral 
Persecution 
Sydney 82-3707 
(any time day or niabt). 

may be construed - I find no difficulty or 
constraint in the company of my· square 
friends, most of whom were at university with 
.me and have since married. Indeed, in many 
cases, I envy them their lives, their children, 
their 'normality'. I am no longer under any 
delusion that "camp is better" - I know that 
all too often "homosexuality is hell". 

Which brings me to the cover of the 
November issue of Camp Ink exhorting us to 
COME OUT! and the many letters and articles 
in past issues urging the same thing. In the 
September issue, Richard Thode tells to "go 
out and actively proclaim I Am A 
Homosexual each of us", to one and all. How, 
I wonder, would Mr. Thode react to a 
succession of people collaring him and 
announcing in turn - "I am Jewish", "I am 
circumcised", "I prefer soixante-neuf with my 
wife", "I am a foot fetishist" and so on? He 
would, I think, react with distaste, 
embarrassment or indifference. 

These are personal and private matters that 
one simply does not announce at large. If we 
have no inhibition about our own habits or 
traits, at least we usually have the courtesy to 
refrain from inflicting them on our family, 
friends and fellow workers. In other words, 
"coming out", in the sense indicated by the 
November cover, may be regarded by the 
recipient of the confidence, not as a militant 
and brave proclamation of sexual liberation, 
but as an impertinent imposition, or simply as 
a social gaffe. The. reaction of Society to 
lepers, cranks, outsiders and "weirdos" of all 
persuasions, has• been generally to remove 
them. to a place out of sight, and, hopefully, 
out of mind. If you don't believe me, ask a 
Jew or a negro. 

Many members, of course, have remarked 
on the impossibility of public avowals of their 
homosexuality in their places of work, and it 
is difficult to see what practical advantage 
would follow such a disclosure.· In my own 
case, I should lose my . job because it is 
impossible to convince most people that 
homosexuals are not bound to have a morally 

The Editors, corrupting influence on the young, or that I 
Re the letter to the editors in Octob~t•s have no desire to seduce the children 

Issue .from M. Burn on "How to be a happy committed to my care; anymore than 
Homosexual". Most people would agree with heterosexual teachers have. Nor, for that 
the character in "The Boys in the Band" who __________________ _, matter, do I think that my sexual inclinations 
says "Show me a happy homosexual and I'll are a suitable subject for discussion among 
show you a .gay corpse." However, The Editors, immature teenagers. 
fortunately, this is not always the case. Many For some time I've been meaning to Finally, I should like to remark on the 
are happy to .be as they are, although of respond to various things in past issues of rather simple assumption of so many writers 
.course, there is considerable strain to exist Camp Ink. Because 1- had changed my address, and speakers that social reform will 
acceptably in a predominately ·heterosexual the last. two issues arrived together, and I see automatically and inevitably follow ·or 
society. Some of the youngerfellows who are that the number of points that seem to accompany legal reform. If all the legal 
still rather wary are often in a-state·of mental warrant comment are increasing rapidly. restrictions on · homosexual · behaviour were 
confusion,. but many· of my older friends Another month, and the opportunity will removed •tomorrow, Society would not be a 
learned to accept the.mselves as they were and have passed. · . . . . whit more tolerant of us, and it does seem to 
.made the best of it. Of coursj!, I discount My own experience of Camp ,nc has been me that the disabilities most homosexuals feel 
those who take refuge in ·"protective curiously .negative and un-productivli. Many they suffer are social, not legal. If this is so, 
clowning" and tell camp jokes against members may feel the same, and I thought it then it would follow that the social activities 
themselves and their fellows while suffering worthwhile considering to what extent this of• Camp Inc should be increased, not 
inwardly, etc., but I felt I must mention a may be due to a personal disinclination to curtailed or reluctantly put up with, as Mr: 
couple I knew in the past who lived together become involved in overt activity; and to Delaney suggests. These activities offer almost 
for 25 years. They met in a prison camp what extent the nature of Camp Inc itself the only social environment in which camp 
during the war. Owing to war injuries they contributed to this state of affairs. members will' find· acceptance and tolerance. 
were often quite ill - in which case the other 'Perhaps some personal notes would It is my own belief that the supportive, even 
party would act as nurse. Seldom have I seen provide a background against which more therapeutic, essentially permissive aspect of 
such devotion and selfless attention of day general comments could be evaluated. I am Camp Inc social events may well be the single 
and night nursing, caring for and cheering "in ma1e, .j/; an 1:ngnsrrteacner at··a--worth.Shore most valuable contribution the society can 
sickness and in health". Their philosophy boys' school, and alone. Apart from a ·couple make to the collective and personal iives of its 
was:- of people, I have no ciimp friends, but I wish members. 
1. As only you and your friends know you it were otherwise. The mere factthat another If anyone would care to argue with me, 

are homo, don't advertise it, on the other may share your sexual proclivities, however, anonymously if they like, they would be 
hand, why try overly to hide it? Just act does not necessarily constitute a basis for welcome to write to me c/o Box 342, Lane 
naturally. friendship. Since I feel no inclination to Cove, 206.6. All letters will be acknowledged. 

2. Never have a chip on your shoulder owing behave in a "camp" manner - however that ·P.M.D. (N.S.W.I 
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Eustace Chesser: The Human Aspects of 
Sexual Deviation. (London: Jarrolds and 
Arrow, 1971). ($1.30) 

The paperback market for books on 
sex is apparently a lucrative one. And 
with relaxations in censorship, 
publishers no longer have to rely on a 
suggestive cover picture which promises 
more than it can deliver ... So the 
sophisticated reader might be forgiven if 
he passed over a book purporting to be 
on sexual deviation, surely one of the 
happiest hunting grounds of the 
hack-writer who lacks a better means of 
hitting the best-seller lists. 

It would be a pity if Chesser were 
even momentarily confused with such 
time-servers. As a psychiatrist who has 
been practising for twenty and more 
years in London, he is well equipped to 
speak of the effects on human beirigs of 
being deviant. As a thinker and speaker, 
he has campaigned consistently and 
effectively for public enlightenment and 
legal redress. As an author he has 
published nearly thirty popular books 
on a range of psychological topics. 

In this work Chesser discusses in 
some detail pornography, fetishes, 
masochism and sadism, transvestism and 
(making a careful distinction) 
trans-sexualism, homosexuality and 
lesbianism, nymphomania and satyriasis, 
voyeurism and exhibitionism, and 
prostitution. His central contentions are 
tolerant and compassionate: that is the 
only proper basis for deciding what shall 
and shall not be permitted is the 
presence or aj)sence of consent, that 
only what people do to others against 
their will should be unacceptable. This 
places deviations like homosexual 
intercourse and flagellation in the 
category of acceptable; rape and 
exhibitionism in the category of 
unacceptable. In his own words, "Any 
act, without exception, .that two people 
freely choose to do, is entirely their 
own business... If we indulge in an 
unusual activity, however strange it may 
appear to some, and we do so lovingly 
and with mutual respect, there is 
nothing more to be said." (p.14) 
Members of CAMP INK might consider 
how far they would be prepared to 
accept that standard: would they not be 
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repelled to the point of condemning, 
. say, flagellation as a means of pre-coital 
stimulus, or female masturbation, or ( 
and here I had to admit I was beaten ), 
payment of a prostitute to defecate on 
the client's body. 

Those homosexuals who can in all 
honesty accept all these and the other 
forms of deviance with the same degree 
of patient tolerance that Chesser does 
can properly draw comfort from his 
eloquent pleas on their behalf. The rest 
of us will probably do so in any case, 
for he writes with sympathy and a 
humane concern for people. He gives 
accounts of the lives of two notable 
British homosexuals of the last hundred 
years, the soldier Sir .Hector 
Macdonald and the politician Sir Roger 
Casement. l3oth were cast out by a 
society they have served with notable 
quality. Some verses of Casement's have 
been preserved in the National Library 
in Dublin, and Chesser quotes them for 
us to echo: 

"I only know 'tis death to give 
'My love; yet loveless can I live? 
I only know I cannot die 
And leave this love God made, not l " 

(p.40) 

I The: lives of these are related in order 
to illustrate the intense loathing with 
which British society has looked on 
homosexuals, even those whom it had 
previously delighted to honour. "It is all 
wrong", in the words of another whom 
Chesser quotes,"that a situation which 
could bring such happiness should hold 
the threat of disgrace and ruin."(p.147) 
Chesser relates a number of such case 
histories to show something of the 
horrible dilemma which faces the 
homosexual, whether he inhibits his 

_Brisbane Scene 

at 3 79 George Street 
Telephone 21-9373 

During February 1972 your Club 
. Rooms will be open on Friday nights. 
only, from 8.30 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

The object of the reduced hours is to 
give the voluntary staff a much needed 
rest. 

From March onward we will return 
to Eastern Standard Summer Trading 
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sexual drives or expresses them. He 
admits that his case histo_ries do not 
include . any of happy permanent 
relationships, since these do not find 
their way into a psychiatrist's practice. 
By the same token, his range of cases is 
markedly biassed towards the middle 
class; perhaps because they are the 
people who can afford to seek his 
expensive advice. Be that as it may, the 
effect is to give his chapters on this, 
topic a specially appealing quality for 
the thoughtful, educated readership 
likely to buy his book - look what 
respectable decent types of people you 
find with this orientation: not 
farmhands and sailors but teachers and 
research scientists and clergy. 

Lesbianism is also treated, though at 
lesser length. This differentiation may 
be due to Chesser's concern to change 
public opinion, and his recognition that 
in this respect the female homosexual 
stands in less pressing need. But he also 
notes the estimate that it is less prevalent 
in primitive societies and indeed in the 
animal kingdom. 

The remainder of the chapter on 
female homosexuality tret1ts of 
loneliness, and the attempts which have 
been made to found organisations which 
can counter it: of jealousy. which 
Chesser sees as more common in 
Lesbian relationships than others: and 
of hatred of males. which he sees as a 
common though not universal element 
in lesbian case-histories. And it 
concludes with a variant on Chesser's 
plea for acceptance. 

Most members of CAMP INK will 
have their horizons extended by reading 
this study. That they will hand it to 
their square friends in the hope of 
winning their sympathy is less likley. 

Kenneth 

(continued from page 11) 

One disturbing note that has reached 
our ears down here is· that many people 
who have recently visited· Sydney 
branch do not come back with glowing 
reports. Perhaps they expected more. 
The stories weren't too specific so one 
cannot judge from half-hearted reports. 

There seems to be an underlying 
general apathy to all that the A.C.T 
group tries to do. Sixty to seventy 
people are usually contacted about 
events but literally no-one bothers to 
reply. How can our Social Committee 
cater for things like the Xmas Party 
when only 2 people bothered to 
R.S.V.P. but 30 people turned up!! 
However, things may improve in the 
future. 
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