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SAVING ONE'S NECK ........... . 

In mediaeval times homosexuals were hanged. Today they are not, but in many cases they mau just 
as well be. For it is not unusual for a man to commit suicide after a brush with the law has exposed 
his homosexuality. Indeed the suicide rate amongst homosexuals is very high. This is not because of 
the nature of homosexuality, as some of our medical and legal authorities would have us believe. 
Rather it is because to many people, death is preferable to a life of persecution and discrimination. 

The worst discrimination society imposes on the homosexual is to make his sexuality a matter for 
the criminal law. This is clearly a mediaeval way of proceeding. Disapproval should not, in the 
twentieth century, necessitate legal penalties; with the inevitable social stigma that attaches to 
criminal behaviour. Whilst the law remains as it is public opinion is merely reinforced in its ignorance 
and intoleranceWhilst the law remains as it is, public 

To be fair to our law-makers, they, in general, do not share this uninformed public attitude to homo

.sexuality. Most politicians would, on human grounds, probably support law reform. It follows that 

the law has not been changed because those that have the power to do so are putting their own 

necks first. They are afraid that by either advocating or supporting law reform they will lose votes 

(rather. a dead homosexual than a has been politician.) 

But let's not place all the blame on the politicians. The blame must be shared with the homosexual 

himself. His acceptance of his regelation to a shadowy existance allows the politician to placate his 

conscience by ignoring the issue. It is time for us to come out of the shadows and loudly demand 

our rights as human beings. 
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~Uhlir ~olitics & ~ribate :ffloralitp 

A popular approach to controversial legislation is 
that of abstraction. The use and, separately, the 
supply of alcohol, marihuana, tobacco and unauthor
ised cancer cures, the imposiiton of censorshfp, the 
right to abortion are all issues in which we tend to 
ask ourselves two questions: is there an act which is 
morally wrong and, particularly if the answer is yes, 
does the act involve damage to anyone else? If it does 
we agree that this is a field for legislation. Sometimes 
this method works quite well. Our law sensibly, has 
no penalty for the cancer patient who seeks a quack 
cure but has penalties for quack who offers a cancer 
cure. Often, however, we find that we are not even 
clear in our own minds on this process of abstraction 
quite apart from our agreement with existing law 
where we see startling contrasts. Fornication and 
adultery are not proscribed by the law, conducting 
a brothel is. Any of us can look at the use of alcohol 
at different times as simple pleasure, or as our right 
to go to the devil in our own way or as converting us 
into potential road killers. We may see the use of 

-;~:alcohol or marihuana as a private concern touching 
no one else, but agree that the sale of either of these 
is the concern of the state and the law. 

· Homosexuality to many people is not a simple 
problem. Some accept the complete prohibition of 
the Judeo-Christian law (and the penalty for trans- . 
gression was death, Leviticus, 20, 13 - the penalty 
for being a witch was also death,!). The fate of 
Sodom and Gomorrah confirms them in their belief 
that this is not a matter of private morality but 
concerns the state and that male homosexual acts 
should be proscribed by law. Others reach the same 
conclusion on the belief that homosexuality is or 
may be the result of initiation and that once the legal 
barriers are removed the condition would spread in 
epidemic fashion. To this group must be added a 
further group who hold strong beliefs which are con
sidered self-evident, often reinforced by lack of any 
first-hand knowledge: all Japanese are treacherous 
and all homosexuals, once the laws prohibiting sexual 
acts between adult men were removed, would 
immediately defy the laws. protecting children from 
molestation. Similarly the public acceptance of 
homosexuality is known to herald or-to cause the 
downfall of a nation. 

All these people can be considered together as a 
category who must, by conviction, oppose any repeal 
of the present legislation forbidding sexual acts 
between adult males. The next category consists of 
those who disapprove o(homosexuals or of homo
sexual acts but who do not believe th.at their disappro 
disapproval justifies repressive legislation. Some 
believe legislation would be good if effective but that 
ineffective legislation both brings the law into con
tempt and prnvides conditions for blackmail which 
they find worse than the evil which the law is to 
combat. Even if they believe that homosexuals are 
more likely than others to molest children or that 
homosexuals are, formed by initiation, they do not 
believe that initiation of adults by adults is prevented 
by presen't legislation nor that legislation proscribing 
sexual acts between male adults does anything to 
reinforce the laws protecting children from molestat
ion. Many of this category accept the abstraction 
permitting the separation of morality from legality; 



they find their own disapproval personal and see no 
reason why it should be binding on the rest of the 
community and they do not see that permitted 
homosexm\lity affects any others than the partners 
to the act. Their formulation of this attitude ranges 
from: "I have no right to impose my moral attitudes 
on the private behaviour of others" to "I don't care 
what they do in private as long as they don't 
interfere with me". Incidentally there are amusing 
uncertainties in the minds of some on the meaning 
of the word, private; it has been suggested, for 
example, that what two people do alone is private 
but what three do is public! 

Lastly there is the category of people who feel no 
disapproval of homosexual acts. For them morals 
are completely irr~levant to the nature of the sexual 
act and are only relevant in the.respect of the 
happiness, rights and dignity of others. 

These three categories probably have little funda
mental significance but they are the categories which 
the politician, who is looking to the people for 
guidance, needs to know when considering legislation. 
Several politicians have recently implied that they 
are looking for guidance (Article by Michael Richard
son, "The Age", 24.9.1970). ~1r .. W4itlam, the 
Federal Leader of the Opposition, has proposed that 
homosexual law reform should be made a non-party 
issue so that members would be free to use their own 
judgement and would not be bound by party 
decisions. To express his own personal view he has 
quoted the Canadian Prime Minister: "The courts 
have no place in the bedrooms of the nation." The 
South Australian Branch of the A.LP., in its success
ful election policy undertook to investigate reform of 
the criminal law with a view to "removing attempts 
of the law to invade the spheres of private morality." 
Mr. Hughes, the Federal Aitorney-General 
has also made his own personal view clear that 
morality and legality should be considered separately. 
He states: 

"H is one thing to disapprove on moral grounds of 
homosexuality in a private place between consent
ing adults. 
"It is another thing to permit such disapproval to 
drive one to the conclusion that conduct of that 
description should be classified as criminal. 
"In a pluralist society it is no part of the function 
of the criminal law to uphold the Judeo-Christian 
ethic simply because that ethic exists. 
''Any attempt to make the criminal law perform 
such a task would reflect a confusion between the 
respective places of the law and morality in such a 
society." (quoted by Richardson in the same 
article.) 
Mr. Hughes, however, has already run into 

difficulties in his separation of morality and legality. 
He has had protests. The principle that it is not the 
function of the criminal law to enforce morality meets 
another principle: "A Government must try to gauge 
public opinion before it acts." This seems a perfectly 
valid reason: If a government finds that it will not be 
re-elected if it carries out homosexual law reform, few 
would hope that it would do so, Incidentally a further 
argument that Mr. Hughes uses, possibly to give a 
moral coating to the pragmatic pill, is not so valid; 
he sees a danger that if he "goes too far out front" the 
law will fall into disrepute. It is hard to see how the 
repeal of a law which is widely and often successfully 
flouted, c·ould bring the law into disrepute. 

The position thus seems clear. Various politicians 
are willing to support law reform but there is an 
implied realistic condition to their support which 
must be accel?.ted: support of law reform will not 

lose votes. The course for.those supporting law 
reform also seems clear. Opponents of a statement 
such as that of Mr. Hughes find it very easy to write 
in indignation; supporters tend to feel more diffident, 
seeing it pointless to reinforce arguments already well 
stated. They should, however, write to the Attorney
General, expressing agreement with his May statement 
and conveying some measure of their knowledge of 
the support of others for his statement; it is not the 
public name, it is the anonymous voter, of whom 
the politician is wary. ~ 

There will doubtless be public opinion polls taken 
on the question in the near future. These will be 
valuable, particularly if there are several in succession 
showing changing trends of public opinion. A public 
opinion poll, however, is a measure taken in isolation 
without discussion:. For; Against; Don't care -
Category I, II, III. This does not give the opinion of 
people after thought and discussion of the issue. Our 
overt social structure places many people into 
Category II; ignorance on the nature of homosexuality 
and the silence that goes with it work to keep people 
there. It is startling to see how readily people move 
out of Category II when there is open discussion. At 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia, traditional and sincere adherents of the 
Judeo-Christian ethic, it was startling to realise that 
by discussion it was the one opponent of homosexual 
law reform, not the supporters, who was on the 
defensive. Once the opponents of law reform in 
morning tea discussions, in synods, at trade union 
meetings, in suburban discussion groups, find them
selves on the defensive, and the experience of those 
who have taken part in such discussions show that 
little more than breal<ing the wall of silence is 
necessary to achieve this, then the battle for homo
sexual law reform will have been won. 

W.H. 
(Sydney) 
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It is as well in discussing the subject of homosexual
ity to recall that some of history's most noted figures 
were themselves homosexuals: Plato, Michelangelo, 
Alexander the Great, Tschaikowsky and Dag Hammer
skjold, to mention just a few. Ironically, the problem 
of homosexuality - for public attitudes and prejudic
es have certainly made it a problem - was better 
understood in the days of the ancient Greek than it is 
today in some otherwise advanced countries, particu
larly Australia. 

How far we are removed from the ancient Greeks 
attitude of "live and let live" is perhaps best reflected 
in legislation, which in Australia today provides a 
maximum penalty of life imprisonment for certain 
homosexual offences. · 

Jn 1954 homosexuality in all its aspects was fully 
investigated by a Parliamentary Committee in Britain. 
Its comprehensive findings were published in 1957: 
the famous Wolfenden Report, which dealt also with 
prostitution. The report pointed out that homosexual
ity is "a state or condition, and as such does not, 
and cannot, come into the purview of the criminal 
law." 

The committee examined three traditional argu
ments for the retention of penalties for homosexual 
acts between adult males, in private or public: 
( a) These acts menace the health of society. 
(b) They have damaging effects on family life. 
(c) A man who indulges in these practices with 

another man may turn his attention to boys. 
The report said criminal sanctions were "often no 

more than the expression of revulsion against what is 
regarded as unnatural, sinful or disgusting. Many 
people feel this revulsion, for one or more of these 
reasons. But moral conviction or instinctive feeling, 
however strong, is not a valid base for overruling the 
individual's privacy and for bringing within the ambit 
of the criminal law private sexual behaviour of this 
kind." 

It said no reasons had been shown to suggest that 
homosexual acts inflicted any greater damage on 
family life than adultery, fornication or lesbian behav
iour. The report said evidence suggested that, contrary 
to popular fears, legislation legalising homosexual acts 
between consenting adults would be more likely to 
protect boys than endanger them, because adult 
"legal" partners would be preferred. 

As for the argument that changing the law would 
"open the floodgates" to unbridled licence, the 
committee said: "Itis highly improbable that the 
mari to whom homosexual behaviour is repugnanf . 
would find it any less repugnant because the law per
mitted tt in certain circumstances· ... " 

Marking a milestone in British law, the Wolfenden 
Report recommended that homosexual behaviour 
between consenting adults in private should no longer 
be considered a criminal offence - a recommendation 
that the British Parliament endorsed, but which has 
been ignored by the Australian Government for the 
past 13 years. Britain is only one of many countries 
which have legalised homosexual acts in private 
between consenting adults. Legislation in almost all 
European countries takes a humane view of homosex
uality; Canada amended its laws in 1969. The United 
States of America is the only major Western country, 
apart from Australia, where legislation has not been 
brought into line with current thinking. 

And what is the position in Australla? 
We 'talk about the law and the reform of the law 

relating to male homosexuality as if there was just . 
one law. This is not the case. Separate criminal laws 
aNJl.Y in each state and it is for this reason 
that the A.C.T. Homosexual Law Reform Committee 
suggests that separate law reform movements be set 
up in each state. 

Not only are the present laws different in each 
state but, further within each state there is no clear 
cut interpretation of the law. Different sections of 
different Acts are involved in a rather bewildering 
way. 

N.s.w. 
Over the next few months articles will deal with 

the law in other states. This month we will deal with 
N.S.W. where the relevant Acts are the Crimes Act 
and the Vagrancy Act. 

Sections of these two Acts deal with male homo
sexual behaviour in private and public. The sections 
of the Acts are summarised rather than quoted, 
because in full they make for dreary and lengthy 
reading. Anyone wanting more detail can either look 
at the Acts in a library or let us know so we can send 
a photostat copy. 
CR!MlESACT 
Sections 79 & 80 make buggery (anal intercourse, 
irrespective of the sex of the partners) and attempted 
buggery a criminal offence. Maximum penalty -
fourteen years in prison. 
Section 81 deals with "indecentassault", which may 
not involve any assault in the usual meaning of the 
term. The "assaulted" person may have given his 
consent to the "assault", yet it is still an offence. 
Maximum penalty five years in prison. 
Section 81 A deals with the commission of"any act 
of indecency with another male person" in public or 
private or "attempts to procure the commission-of 
such an act". An indecent act may not involve any 
physical contact whatever; Maximum penalty - two 
years in prison. 
Section 81 B deals with soliciting or inciting or 
attempts to solicit or incite another male person to 
commit or be a party to the commission of any of the 
offences mentioned in the Sections above. Maximum 
penalty - twelve months in prison. 
VAGRANCY ACT 
Section 4 (2) deals mainly with wilful and obscene 
exposure in any public place. Maximum penalty - a 
two hundred dollar fine or six months in prison. 
Section 8 A deals with "indecent, offensive, threaten
ing or insulting" behaviour in a public place. Maximum 
penalty - fifty dollars fine. 

CAMP INK welcomes for possible 
publication manuscripts which 
deal in a positive, non-apolo
getic manner with the interests 
and problems of the male and 
female homosexual in society. 



against tbc orber of nature 
by James Grieve (CANBERRA) 

It is an odd fact that in the minds of people who have some 
some grounds for believing themselves enlightened, there can 
cohabit with that belief an indifference in the face of legaliz
ed injustice. The Homosexual Law Reform Society was 
founded in Canberra last year when two events catalysed this 
odd mood of people who for years had felt, without doing 
anything about it, that male homosexuals were victimised by 
law. These two events were (a) the publication of the Govern
ment's Draft Criminal'Code for the Australian Territories; 
and (b) the imprisonment of a man on a charge of indecent 
assault. This charge and the circumstances of the man's 
arrest and trial were not remarkable, by the standards of 
justice which Australian society believes sexual deviants 
deserve: two grown men, late at night, in a dark car parked 
on a lonely bush track, were making love when a policeman 
happened by to surprise one of them into an admission of 
what they had been doing: "He touched me." The one who 
said nothing got off; the one who blurted out his three 
honest words got six months in Cooma prison. According to 
the law as it now stands, he could also. have been. whipped 
and manacled had the trial judge been of a mind to order it. 
Admittedly, there had been no "assault" in any sense that a 
layman would admit, since to fondle someone is not to be 
assaulted by him (or her - beware, heteros, the Crimes Act 
might be used against that, too). Admittedly, a man had lost 
his livelihood and reputation. But it had all happened beofre; 
there had been many more scandalous, cruel, unjust and 
stupid prosecutions than this one, yet they had never aroused 
public indignation nor precipitated the formation of a law
reform society. 

Order of nature? 

But this case happened about the time when· the Govern
ment had published and invited comment on, the new code 
of criminal legislation that it intends to introduce in Canberra 
as the basis of a uniform law for all of Australia. And among 
several sections of this Draft Criminal Code which attracted 
criticism, is to be found a new sort of sexual offence, 
unknown to the Crimes Act (which licenses our sexual 
behaviour at present). This offence is to be called "sexual 
connection against the order of nature". The wording 
says nothing about homosexual behaviour - one must 
therefore assume that it could be interpreted as including 
heterosexual behaviour. It does not define what "the order of 
nature" might be - but when a married man has been recent
ly imprisoned in NSW under the present Crimes Act for 
fucking his own wife in a way other than the missionary 
position, it is hardly to be wondered at that some Canberra 
residents foresaw that the meaning which might be put on 
those words "against the order of nature" would be one 
which could be derived from the Old Testament rather than 
from the ~insey Reports. So, it might appear that the Gov
ernment intends to copy South Africa and have its police 
spy, not only on lonely men in lavatories, but also on the 
heteros in their own beds. 

The mood of the people who founded the HLRS was 
that things had gone far enough, that it was time the Govern
ment of Australia accepted a simple principle that seems to 
us unexceptionable and obvious in its justice and yet which 
is far from being implicit in our criminal law: that men and 
women should be free to do what they like with their own 
bodies as long as they do not hurt, damage or infringe the 
civil liberties of.anyone else. One first step towards 
achieving this ideal was tQ form a group to draft an amended 
ordinance for .the A.C.T., to replace both the out-of-date 
Sections 79, 80, and 81 of the NSW Crimes Act and even the 
more out of date sexual offences provisions of the new draft 
Draft Criminal Code. We decided to base our proposed 
reform on the English Offences Act of 1967, which guarantees 
sexual freedom to consenting adults in private. However we 
did not want merely to copy the English legislation (its 
provisions about the crews of merchantmen, for example, did 
not seem very relevant to shipping on Lake Burley Griffin), 
but rather to rethink in the light of current expert knowledge, 
opinion and research the whole concept of (a) what should 
constitute a homosexual offence, and (b) even more revolut
ionary, in its implications, what punishments, if any, should 
be prescribed for such homosexual acts as we believed 
should remain offences. 

English ~egislation 

This was why we departed from the English Act on three 
fundamental points; the definition of adult; the definition of 
privacy; and the question of punishments. We knew that any 
departure from the English legislation would have to b~ 
weightily justified, but felt that any compromise with the 
ideal law as we conceived it would be unacceptable to us. No 
doubt, all law-reform bodies face this dilemma; the pragmat
ists say, "Remember, you're dealing with politicians, 
unsentimental, unscrupulous, boorish ignoramuses who have 
an eye on the next election and will be influenced by 
prejudice more than by reason. Settle for an achievable 
compromise." While the idealists say: "Our principle is right. 
We shall settle for nothing short of total reform." So, 
although the pragmatists believe that we risked achieving 
nothing by asking for everything - a belief which I do not 
share, we decided to draft the ideal homosexual offences 
ordinance, based on the most enlightened contemporary ideas 
in criminology and sexology. 

We sent our draft ordinance to the Attorney General and 
his adviser raised all sorts of non-problems and made things· 

_a,s ciiffi<:_:yl\. _ __eUJOSsible for u~,._s,_llJ c_qm~ittee memb_ers were 

{f f hvy ~er 

wf fl 

pessimistic about the chances of reforin, any reform. It came 
therefore as a great su,rprise, three months ago, when the 
Attorney General publicly if tentatively espoused the 
p1inciple of our whole case: that one should not "bring 
within the scope of criminal punishment acts involving no 
appreciable risk of harm to the community's legitimate 
interests, dons: by persons who do not believe that in doing 
them they are guilty for any wrong ... " What could have 
brought about this apparent volte-face in the Attorney
General's opinion is a matter for conjecture. It had been 
preceded by a spate of unsavoury, unpopular and mainly 
unsuccessful prosecutions of men on sex charges in Canberra. 
!!_!l~L~~~-~~~ggested that these prosecutions pl11s the 
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inclusion of homosexual law reform in the ALP's policy at 
the recent Canberra by-election may not have been without 
some bearing on the Attorney-General's new attitude. But 
whatever caused the change of heart is probably unimportant. 
The main thing is that the Government has now made noises 
and motions suggesting that it might be prepared, if there i1: 
no public outcry from the liberals and wowsers, to enact 
some sort of reform in the laws governing homosexuality. It 
is at this point, now that the principle of the need for reform 
has been conceded. that ways and means of reforming must 
be canvassed. And it is now that it is important for the HLRS 
to press its proposed reforms on the Government's attention. 
and especially those three vital points, regarding privacy. 
adulthood and punishment, where our proposals depart 
from the English Act of 1967. For it is on the Act (and not 
on the much more humane and tolerant Dutch homosexual
ity laws) that the Australian Government will most probably 
seek to model its legislation; and that Act, in my view, is 
defective in at least those three respects. 

fhe Sexual Offences Act of 1967 limits the English law's 
leniency towards the homosexual to the behaviour of con
senting adults in private. Adults, for this Act, are defined as 
aged 21 01 over; private, for this Act, means between two 
men. Now I am persuaded by legal geniuses that the concept 
of privacy is an extremely difficult one to define. With the 
ingenuousness of the uninformed, I must say that it seems to 
me an extremely simple one to define and that privacy is 
what happens when several people are out of sight and hear
ing (or believe themselves to be out of sight and hearing) of 
any passer-by whose presence they might reasonably foresee 
(excluding policemen standing on other policemen's shoulders 
to peek through the transom). Two gentlemen disporting 
themselves under a dwarf conifer on City Hill are, by that 
definition, not in private; but 30 men doing what they please 
m ~ closed room are in private. That is to say. privacy is an 
efteo.:t, not of your numbers, but of the likelihood that any 
reasonable outsider would catch sight of what you are doing, 
and of the precautions that you have taken to avoid being · 
seen by such a person. In the words of one of our committee: 
"If two monks in a closed room at the top of a tower are in 
private then 30 monks in the same closed room are also in 
private." It was on grounds such as these that we chose to 
depart from the English law's definition of private as 
"between two people" 

A glance at the way the English bill eame to be drafted in 
the first place, and at what effects it is having on English 
homosexuals, supports the wisdom of our interpretation. 
fhe restriction of privacy to two men was an amendment 
written into the English legislation during its passage through 
the House of Lords to appease the disquiet of an ancient peer 

,who feared the growth of what he called "buggers' clubs" 
Why anyone should fear the growth of any such thing is a 
mystery to me; if our laws admit of heterosexual parties at 
which everyone over the age of consent fucks everyone else 
(and why, for God's sake, if they feel like it, should they 
not?), then why should the same not go for homosexual 
parties? You may well find such conduct immoral; but the 
point is: should it be a crime? Should somebody go to prison 
because he enjoys having sex with more than one person at a 
time, or in the presence of others? As for the effect on homo
sexuals in England, it appears from a recent book (The Other 
Love, by H. Montgomery Hyde Rethemann, that this 
restrictive privacy provision inhibits the growth of homosexual 
counselling societies and also lays homosexual groups open to 
the danger of prosecution for conspiracy. If the intention of a 
Government in reforming the law is to allow homosexual men 
not solely the meagre right to have sex as they wish but also 
the same freedom to associate with their likes as is enjoyed 
by dogs, homosexual women and by all the rest of us (a free
dom, after all, which we all look on as a basic right), then it 
appears that this intention could well'be sabotaged by 
restricting privacy to two people. And, if you dt>n't see much 
wrong in depriving homosexuals of this right, try substituting 
for "homosexuals" any other minority group - say Jews, 
students. Negroes, left-handers, etc. 

:; .... ,, 

Justice in Love 

The English Act defines adulthood for homosexuals as 21 
rears. There would appear to be reasons why this age is unsat
isfactory. If the age of consent for girls is set at 16, why 
should homosexual boys have to wait five years more before 
they can have a legal love affair? Does anyone seriously 
beheve that a boy can be seduced into being a homosexual 
between 16 and I ?? Homosexuality may well be an illness, 
as some maintain; ~ut it is surely not a contagious disease. • 

And if 1t 1s posS!ble to seduce someone into being a 
homosexual, why should it stop being possible at 21? Is it 
not accepted that an individual's sexuality becomes fixed~ 
long before puberty (perhaps as early as six years of age, 
acc_ordm~ to an autho;ity quoted in a recent press report?) 
If, m var~ous parts of the civilised world, young men can be 
sent to die for theu country at 18, can vote at 18, drive a car; 
make c_ontracts, frequent pubs, marry, is it not anomalous 
an~ l!nJust that some of them, at the age of greatest sexual 
act1v1ty, should hi:ve to wait until they are 21 for a sexual 
and emotional satisfaction that the law denies them? The 
evidence is that a 19-year old homosexual will be harmed 
more lastingly by a stay in prison than by orgasin in another's 
embrace. I have heard it suggested, by legal pragmatists, that 
the Govemm_ent of J .G. Gorton might just, at an outside 
chance, legalise homosexual acts by men over 25. lf this is to 
be the case, it would be a craven submission to uninformed 
opinion, a leftover from the mentality that believes that 
"immorality" should be curtailed by law. The lot of young 
homosexuals would not be improved by any such reform 
and their emotional development would continue to be 
blightea_ by guilt-fe~lings and by the knowledge that they can 
go to prison for lovmg someone. It is for reasons of this sort 
~nd because of a more basic inability to see anything wrong' 
m homosexual love affairs, whether between two 18 year olds 
or an 18 year old and all'o!der man, that the committee 
recommended that the age of homosexual consent should be 
18 years. 

Counsel not gaol 

It is on the question of approp1iate punishments that our 
HLRS proposals depart farthest from the English Act. In 
England, the courts can still hand out crude punishments to 
those homosexuals not covered by the permissiveness of the 
reform. A 20 year old man can still be sent to gaol for five 
years; even those who are legally adult but who offend 
against the definition of privacy have been savagely treated'. 
I~ seems tom~ self evident that a person who has a compul
s1on to commit certain acts in public will not be deterred 
from committing them, and more importantly will not be 
helped, by being sent to prison. More experienced homos 
come out of prisons than go i..'lto them. It also seems self
evident taht it is inappropriate solely to imprison anyone 
who suffers from a behavioural abnormality such as 
paederasty. Such people are surely more in need of expert 
help and counsel than of being punished for what some of 
them see as an affliction no more their fault than the colour 
of _the¥ eyes. We believe. that the deterrent and preventive 
obJectives of penal sanctions. should be subordinate to the 
third objective of penal sanctions: the reformation of the 
offender. And we conclude that this aim of Eeforming 
homos_exual off~nders (!fit is possible), will probably not 
be achieved by 1mpnonmg them. We have accordingly 
recommended to the Attorney-General that all present 
maxnnum sentences be lowered, that some.present offences 
be treated as trivial and that in all cases judges be compelled 
to seek expert psychiatric advice about an offender before 
passing sen~ence upon him. In this, we follow the opinion 
?f the medical members of tht; original Wolfenden Committee 
m England. 

It remains to be seen whether such liberausm will prove 
acceptable to Liberals. 

Why not give a subscription,to 
CAMP INC as a Christmas present 
to your doctor, lawyer, minister, 
friends or relatives to help 
further their understanding? 
You may do this anomymously, if 
you wish. 



One of the beaut-things about homosexuality is 
that it is almost the only remaining international 
underground movement. It has all the delights of a 
secret society on a huge scale, something like the Kent 
conspiracy, with cocks instead of cig,arettes. 

Homosexuals have a very exciting life, in fact 
homosexuality's greatest drawcard is the thrills it 
promises - worth more than sex. What other move
ment offers you free·entry without referees; meeting 
places in every city and large town. m the world; a 
range of members whose ages and special interests 
ensures there is "something for everyone"; the 
delight of knowing you are breaking the law; contacts 
in every strata of society, business and commerce; 
and a tremendous sense of "belonging"? 

Can heterosexuality offer anyone that? 
But if the power-hungry queers get their way it will 

all change. Power corrupts, but Gay-Power seeks to 
purify - give me the corruption anytime, it is rational · 
and predictable and as far as homosexuality is con
cerned, a vital element. 

Gay Power, and similar homo political movements 
have an absurd platform - that homosexuals should 
be treated like heteros, that they are as "good as" 
and entitled to the same privileges as heteros. 

What absurdity. Homos already have a better 
time than squares; enjoy all sorts of privileges 
by virtue of their closed-shop control of many 
fields of employment; obtain great psychological 
solace from their special position; and are tied 
together just as much by the illegality of their 
behaviour as the behaviour itself. 

Why spoil it? As politicians like to say 
"Rights bring obligations and responsibilities.". 

An example is the law in England. The recent 
legislation permitting homosexual acts between 
consenting male adults was accompanied by 
great increases in the penalty for acts with 
minors or in public. Stiff cheese for those homo
sexuals who dig it with minors or in public. And 
what did the rest gain? Virtually nothing, as 
homosexuality was open and accepted anyway 
and had been free from prosecution for years. 
There is no reduction in instances of blackmail
the law may permit the act, but what about 
your wife, employer and square friends- they 
haven't changed. 

The large American cities already have gay 
bars with near-nude boy go-go dancers; fantastic 
porno shops; mail order catalogues for books, 
movies, slides and equipment; blatant advertising 
for partners in the free and underground press 
and just about everything else anyone could ask 
for. 

So the cops still pick up queers in lavatories -
most of the time this is their particular kick, 

like it bot 

the way some homosexuals get then thnll hH 
any on(! else well baby, if you can't pick a 
cop by now you deserve to get arrested 

So they harrass homos in the Public Service 
christ, they have control of the theatre. films. 
the fashion industry and half the 1>tller service 
industries anyway. Must they have .the Public 

·, Service as well. 

So the homos are not accepted for military 
service, that alo.ne makes it worth being queer 

:So they won't let homos marry thank god 
for the mercies of persecution Any queer who 
wants that changed is.as nutty as a lruit A~ 
Aunt Maud used to say. '"I don't mind male 
homosexuals, but I wouldn't like my son to 
marry one." 

Homosexuals already irnve considerable 
influence in most spheres of society. and 
there is no doubt that they have been slowly 
influencing attitudes m then favour It ha~ 
reached the point where 11 1s very fash10nable to 
be queer and even essential m some profess1om 
Heteros often fail to realise the large numbers ot 

· homos around the place about one m every 
seventeen people. Where they concentrate 111 

large cities and in certam occupations. the pro 
portion increases t rernendously 

Now that American homos have become 
politically active we can expect all the vanat1011, 
and machinations of the polit1cal process There 
will be camp Presidential candidates ( "Put a 
poofter in the White House"). splinter groups 
will form representing Suck Power. Sod Powe, 
Wet Mackintosh Pbwer. etc 

Queers will demand that a gay astronaut he 
sent to the moon: like the farm lobby, they will 
want special Fe<ieral subsidies on KY: there 
might even be a separate (;ay Olympic Games. 

Anyway, the political pressure by homosex 
uals will most probably result 111 a nasty hetero
backlash with greater repression than before 
The best way to win is by guerilla tactil:s 
move quickly and solicit m a different alley 
every night, when attacked show your coat-tails 
control the countryside ( 1.e . the parks). march 
on your stomach (with bottom ~lightly arched), 
and no matter what lies those heteros tell you, 
remember GAY LIVES' 

Let's keep the homosexuality we know and 
love: and stop all tis political power nonsense. 
Keep homosexuality illegal and fun -· and I don't 
care if you do call me an Aunty Tom. 

della 
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~o Witb a §rtenb 
The average person could well be forgive.ll. f~r be

lieving that public hlvatories are made available for the 
convenience of the public and that their use would in no 
way constitute a hazard. But inen beware! To venture in
to a public lavatory is to put yourselves at risk. The 
C.C.L. has ample proof of htis; We are regularly ap
proached by people who have been arrested in a public 
lavatory and the following cases illustrate the type of 
situation that arises. 

Mr S. went into a cubicle at St. James' Station lava
tory. The cubicle had a glass panel in the door, so he 
threw his coat over the door and he locked it. There was 
a small hole in the wall separating the cubicles and Mr S. 
became aware of someone watching him through the 
hole, so he placed his hand over it. This was followed by 
someone banging on the door and when he didn't e
merge, his coat was removed so that a police identity 
card could be shown through the glass. Despite the fact 
that Mr S. had his coat over the glas!i and he had covered 
up the hole with his hand, he emerged to be charged with 
offensive behaviour. 

In anothe.r such case a 19 year old went to Museum 
Station lavatory and into a cubicle. He said that someone ·}': .. 
tried to look over the top of the wall and made suggestive,,. . 
hand and foot movements under the partition - to which 
he did not respond. When he came out he found .the po-
lice waiting for him and he was charged with offensive 
behaviour. He later admitted in court that he had been 
masturbating. 

WHAT TO DO WHEN ARRESTED 

1. You can be arrested -
Without a warrant -

Not only are the details of the Hoffence'' f~equently 
disputed, but even if true the C.C.~. t,:µ<efthe vi~wth.at 
the public do not need to be protected from a :Persof\ . 
who privately commits an 'indecent' act within the fovr 
walls of a locked cubicle, and have: argued this in Courj:. 
However, fairly recently the Court ofAppeal held that-a 
locked cubicle is a public place within the meaning of the 
Vagrancy Act, imd thus an 'indecent' act committe<i 
thereis an offence. 

The penalties for so-called 'lavatory cases' &re not in
considerable: Alleged offenders cart be charged in three 
ways: they can be charged with offensive behaviou,r (the 
most common) which carries a maximum penalty of a 
$50. fine; they can be charged with indecent exp,0sure 
which carries a mazimum sentence of a -$200 fine 11nd/ or. 
6 months' imprisonment; or they .can be .chru:ged with 
procuring a male person for an act of jndec~ncy. This 
latter offence is an indictable one and carries a· substantial 
gaol sentence as a penalty. · 

As police visiting public lavatories travel in pairs and 
hence in court the evidence is always two againsfone, ff 
you must go into a public lavatory perhaps you would be 
wise to apply the advice contained in the 'Shower~with:.e
friend' poster ... 
P.S.So men beware - But women have no cause to worry! 

Berl Buckley 

( a) if you are found by a policeman in the act of committing or just after having committed ·an offence; 
(b) if the policeman suspects with reasonable cause that you have committed an offence. 

At the time you are arrested you are entitled to know or. what charge you are being arrested. A policeman is not entitled to f< 
you to accompany him to a police station just to ask you questions. If you struggle, fight, run away or resist a lawful arrest th 
policeman is entitleq to use all necessary force (and no more) to arrest you. 

2. After arrest at the police station -
A policeman has the right to ask you questions. You have the right to remain silent. You do not have to answer questions; yo1 
will not be subject to criticism by the court for.saying nothing. It is advisable to give your name and address and nothing mo11 

3. Bail 
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If you are arrested and charged you are entitled to ask for bail. This does not necessarily mean that CASH· bail has to be foum 

***** IF YOU ARE ARRESTED YOU HA VE A RIGHT TO 
..... : .. Get a solicitor 
........ Make no statement 
........ Apply for bail 

***** DO NOT 
. .. . . .. . Resist a policeman 
........ Be abusive or disorderly 



Of course the Middle Ages weren't all bad; but since we 
all agree that the present laws against homosexuality are 
'medieval', I'll Josephine back to them; back as far as the 
Canterbury Tales anyway. 

Imagine all of us as pilgrims to Canterbury. What various 
tales we'd have to tell: 'my experiences of aversion therapy 
for lesbanism in Australian mental hospitals', 'bogs rve loved 
in Ballarat', 'how I missed my chance with Dietrich' and so 
on. More seriously, the journey can provide us with the time 
to unravel parental attitudes, sexual roles and social pre
judices which surely we all worry about. I think lesbians 
might take the chance to think about the real hand ups we 
have, hang ups which_probably refer to the role and position 
of women in our society; and try to consider objectively why 
we are as we are, what's good and what's. bad about our self
images. 

Of course CAMP INC as Canterbury Pilgrims are not 
headed for a Cathedral or Salvation. At the very most, its a 
pilgrimage to Parliament House, for a world of happier 
homosexuals. Still, I Josephine, am taking an optimistic view, 
and since its a long medieval walk I want to learn a lot and 
take·in the "scenery". Hopefully there'll be more of the 
latter than the present records of CAMP INC show. How 
many ladies may I, hope to meet en route? Will the ladies 
come along or shall I have only male bawdy to entertain me? 
It will be an unnecessarily dull journey if there are lots more 
men than women; but, delicious as I am; I can't believe that 
they'll roll along for love of Josephine. How can it be that 
there'll be more ladies? And what tales have we ladies to tell? 

Quite frankly, I'm as ignorant as you. And pleased as I am 
to write a column and convene a pilgrimage, I'd gladly give 
over the space to anyone who'll set the ball rolling on the 
problems of lesbianism. Its a difficult subject, not discussed 
much; but we must face up to it, and in so doing, acknowledge 
first of all that we aren't pseudo or would be men, but 
women. 

We're all on the same pilgrimage through. Am I right or•. 
wrong in this approach? Its time to speak up, anyway. 

In the meantime, I'm ironing up my wimple. 
Josephine 

- THE COST OF SPENDING A PENNY ...... this week I 
trudged the City trying to find the cheapest way to spend a 
penny. This was not an easy task because there were so many 
centres _to be covered and not all kept the same hours - some 

. were ·open during the day and others not until quite late at 
night and into the wee hours of the morning. Nevertheless, 
footsore and weary; I was urged on by my sesne of duty to 
fellow shoppers. Unfortunately, the vastness of the task I set 
myself did not allow me to carry out the study in any detail 
I had to re!Y on simple observation and my own little random 
survey. I found that the niost accessible centres were the 
most expensive. Even in my modest project I found that the 
golden law in shopping can be stated as - wherever that 
tiresome girl Lily is to be found the service is just not worth 
the poswible extra cost to shoppers. The dreary bitch is to be 
found regularly all over the City area. She does so love the 
City Circle - can't keep herself away - seems positively 
attracted by the gothic splendour of the Town Hall. This is 
qaj!,e tj_r~§om~ ~L!e_ily becaU§~ there are definite ltdvantage8 

By Minnie Drear 

in shopping in the City • the management keeps the premises 
spotlessly clean - the choice is. wider and service is prompt 
But it seems that wherever Lily goes one can never be sure 
one won't receive some uncalled for expense - some nasty 
little surprise. 

All in all I've come to the conclusion it's just not worth 
spending the penny but f<;>r th~se who can_'t do without the 
luxury it's well worth their while to slum mthe subu!bs. The 
standard of cleanliness isn't so high and one gets the 1mpress1on 
that some patronise suburban centres simply for the enjoy 
ment of antagonizing others - being struck on the nose 1s 
not an uncommon complaint, and handbag snatchers appear 
from time to time. At present, however, it is by far the 
cheapest way to spend a penny - but who knows these days 
with rapid suburban regeneration; it may take _no more than a 
simple article liek this to attract that provocative c~eature. 
Lily to the suburban centres - and so up go the pnces. 
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The Edi.tors, 
You have asked for comments, so here 

goes. Sorry there are so many but I've been 
queer for twenty-three years, and have been 
bottling it up, so to speak. 

What you are doing with Camp Ink seems 
to be silr.ilar to what is done overseas, and 
will do a great deal for the camp members 
of society. There is no need why we . 
shouldn't go further and tiy to improve 
society in general. In Australia there is a 
fail' tolerance of minority groups as long as 
the minorities are not considered dangerous; 
there is less McCarthyism and anti-Semitic 
behaviour here than in other countries. 
AustraJia too, has a reputation for being 
avant-garde in personal freedom. We were 
pretty early wi1l1 secret ballot, general 
suffrage, women's suffrage, and the admiss
ion of women to the universities. I must 
admit that S . .A. pioneered most of those 
and we might look there for help. What we 
must do is prove that we are a minority 
that is not to be feared. 

I have found that people who make 
the most noise are those who have most to 
fear. The perfectly heterosexually-adjusted 
pexson is quite tolerant. It is the ones who 
fear for themselves that arc irrational. We 
can teach them to accept their occasional 
homosexual urge; certainly not to fear a 
perfectly acceptable relationship with a 
person ~vho is coincidentally their own sex. 
We shO'ill.d be able to teach them that legalis
ing it won't make it compulsory. No hetero
sexual wm be seduced into homosexuality 
nor would seduction of the unsure or 
curious denote a lifelong decision. We must 
make them realise that any homosexual 
who is now being "protected" from his 
"base" nat1.ire is miserable. and will be 
better off camping on. We need to explain 
ourselves to outsiders. I cannot ask my 
friends to read the Penguin book. Could 
you prepare a short pamphlet outlining a 
few points that any person writing in and 
saying 'Tm square give us some info" will 
be able to understand. 

Spare a minute and read the following 
true anecdote. 

A. fi:iend of mine. (aged 24) attempted to 
seduce me. Actually he did not have to try 
very hard, but every move he made seemed 
to be based on desperation. Finally he got 
all upset and I got him to just lie down, and 
talk. I ha.d always considered him one of 
the straightest guys I knew, (everybody 
knows what I •.m) but it appears he wasn't 
making it with women and the only person 
who seemed to understand him was me. On 
that ALON.E he "naturally" concluded that 
he was queer. I had to explain to him that 
to be queer you have to be in love with 
someone of your own sex, or have a basic 
physical/emotional instinct in that direction. 
He has never been in love, and frankly he 

was looking for a cunt when he got ups0r.. 
After about two hours·talking, we reached 
the conclusion that he was quite straight, 
and there were perfectly good reasons why 
he wasn't making it with girls. That really 
happened. He is still a close friend, and 
believe it or not, he is a uni graduate. Can 
you imagine the number of otJ1er blokes 
who go through hell not knowing what 
they are, just because society has been too 
stupid to allow the facts to come to light. 

We all know the o'ther tragic story of 
the man who maui<;Js believing that 
because he comes from a good family and 
has all his hormones,that he is just passing 
t!uough,a phase. After a dreadful few 
years, and usually a couple of children 
(they're supposed to straighten a guy out) 
he finds he is quite camp, and is forced to 
leave his wife etc. l know of two such cases. 
You probably know of niore. Again, this is 
brought about by the stupidity of society. 
What of the guy who is camp and siill wants 
a wife and children. He should be able to 
fit into societv without all the fuss created. 
There are a lo·t of miseries that knowledge 
and a reasoned approach could help 
eradicate. My point is that square society 
suffers as much from this ridiculous 
segregation as we do, and we should do our 
best to make them realise this. 

Parliamentary action is out until we can 
create a better atmosphere. You can't 
blame an M.P. for sidestepping an issue that 
will bring down the backlash of the R.S.L. 
faction and the churches. God knows how 
we are going to get the churches on side, 
and that is probably fair comment on thqt 
score. I think we must get a Christian 
church gaying. Remember how Wanda (?) 
suffered in "Well of Loneliness" because of 
the conflict between her church and her 
desires. The solution she found to her 
problem was alcoholic. I hope that everyone 
emulates the Presbyterians, who at present 
tolerate but don't condone. We should point 
out that the anti-homo biblical bit comes 
in the eye for an eye, and stone the adultress 
section. Jesus didn't mind queers. Sodom and 
and Gomorrah were destroyed for LUST 
both heterosexual and homosexual. Women 
lusted after the angels, too (Could you pick 
an angel from a fairy, anyway?) 

You have given me a great deal of con
fidence, which probably makes rne unbear
able, but I believe that if you give people 
confidence and enthusiasm they will achieve 
all that is humanly possible. G.ive us enough 
confidence so that we realise we ate not 
inferior ( or to those queers who think they' 
are God, that they are not superior)and more 
will stand up and be counted. 

David, 
(Sydney) 

"The. Ed.Ho.rs, 
I fo11nd the fii..'st issue of Carnp Iuk ab.it 

of a disz.ppoi11tmenL Hovvever I don't doubt 
you've put a lot into it. 1 can understantl 
cJ.e,i.rly that launching s. new 1nagt1.:.~L1e is no 
easy task and I commend yon for what you 
have done so far. 

The style of rH the iu~tid.es struck rn.e as 
somewhat amateurish. I feel that if you 
really \Vant to lnunch this rnaga:dnr..: to the 
public, the artides must be a little mo.re 
Professional. I carnc 2.cross a fe,,v ::;pcHiag 
arid stylistic errors. 

Ano tl1er thing th2,t stn.1ck rne V/85 
-~·rnere$s not much 1n it'~. Surely there is a 
lot that one can irdude. One can obtain 
rriateria1 on guch things ~'..s farnou;-; ho.moscx
ual love affairs (Gide, Wilde, etc.), parn
phrnsing of themes in boo:1.s 1)11 homosex
uality ( it is a rnyrh to iml!gine that most 
homosexuals h,rve read these kinds of 
books), hornost~x.u21ity th1ough hit:to:ry, 
discussion of famous homosexuals 
(Socrntes, Michaelangel.o), the homosexual 
scene and movements like Camp Inc. in 
other pm·ts of the worJ.d (e.g. D.O.K., 
lvfath~chine Socir;ty, Gay Liberation; etc.). 

\VeU Josephine, it's.rdce. to have a 
1 

problero coh1.n::.:o. for the gifts. \Veil John, 
what about one fo:r the. bo:{G, 'too. T.hey 
have· voble••1, too I t,+ev'·' ·· Wl;y I s,;; i' fou~d t!~,;" u,;~iency in the 
magazine to b0, a little too h1tcilectual. H 
must have morn chatty, interestir!g articles 
such as I've suggested, I feel. Fortunately 
you are not pioneers Iri the field. In ,:vest's 
"Homosexuality" there are the addresses of 
a nu1nbe:r of horr1C,sexu.0.1 rnagaZines ,...... The 
Homosexua.t Citizen (American), Man and 
Society (British), Arcadie (French). Censor
ship rnci.y rnstrict some of th\ose magazines 
but sm\oly not the last t,,,o. It is unfortunate 
in this country that lir)1t homosexmiJ 
magazines am probably kept out of Austxalia. 

What will be the ethos'! H seems to me 
that you need an emotional "Camp Power" 
etlms rather than a "gay" ethos, whi.ch I 
fee! the pnbl.ic woLtld.n't take so se1ioush'-
y ou need something Jike this to pxewmt the 
movement from becoming too intellecti.ial. 
N everthe!.ess one :must avoid the other 
extreme. 

H is my hope that many will be inter:ost
ed enough .to really take a constructive part 
in Camp foe. 

When you talk about po0try r don't 
think it should be necessarily "camp". By 
the wa.y, if yov happen to have an arHcle, 
etc. that you want translated. for the 
1n.agazi..-ie in French~ Gennan, Spanish or. 
ltafa\n I would.be vr;:ry wi1Jing to do it for 
you as I shall soon be moving to Syd,,(ly. I'm 
ti).inking of subscribir1g to uA.rcadic". i can 
also get second .. hand information through 
friends in Sydney on homosexuality in many 
countries o.f the Continent. 

A last point, may l Si.'.Y that 50c is rnther 
high when conside1ing seUL,g to to the 
public~ Even if it does drastie~-Uiy irrq;n:rrve 
fifty cents 111:::.y.stiD. b:.'! a little high_. 



stirring 
west 

, 

1n 

Margaret Baxter. 
(W.A.) 

There has been some discussion here in 
W.A. lately of passing the Homosexual Bill. 
Attorney General Hughes made a speech 
recently, in which he remarked: "The law 
should not try to march too far ahead of 
public opinion" and that he "was still 
gathering information and was not convinc
ed" I feel that this so-called "public opinion" 
is of small importance when we consider 
that there are very few people among the 
uninformed who know anything at all about 
the subject of Homosexuality save that 
which they have heard from "Sick" jokes or 
highly sensational literature or films. Also, 
we must agree that people are apt to fear 
and mistrust something of which they have 
no real knowledge. Therefore, the .problem 
is not the homosexuals themselves, but the 
problem created by society. Solution: 
Educate Society. 

I am a layman. Therefore I cannot 
presume to cover the whole range of Homo
sexuality, but Dr. Alexander Ellis the 
Director of Public Health (WA) is reported 
to have said "The law is medieval and 
capable of making criminals of a third of the 
population". He also remarked "The 
problem about Homosexuals was the law 
which made it a crime" (These remarks were 
reported and published in "The Critic" May 
23rd 1968). Now, I deal mainly with the 
male homosexual, as they are the ones more 
likely to fall foul of the law. It appears, that 
Lesbians are not prosecuted and at most, 
only face censure and sneers, whereas, the 
unfortunate male subject over here in the 
West, is likely to a maximum penaltj,,. of 14 
years hard labour and a whipping. A "lighter" 
punishment for what the WA laws term 
"gross indecency" is three years hard labour, 
with a whipping. No wonder Dr. Ellis termed 
the law as "Medieval". 

Occasionally, there is a homosexual who 
wishes to be "cured". However, he is most 
reluctant to come forward for advice or 
treatment because he finds himself so much 
the victim of public hostility and ignorance. 
Can these people be helped? One psycholog
ist is reported to have said that "If the 
subject is a habitual homosexual and over 
the age of 30, we would be wasting our 
time, they are too set in their ways by then 
and it would be most unwise to try and 
change them" .. However, a man who HAD 
received treatment remarked, "It did no{ 
change the urge but it made me accept 
myself as I WAS and sorted out mixed 
considerations". 

People have often told me they fear 
attacks upon children. This _is rather 
ridiculous when we take into consideration 
how many heteros"xual men commit 
rape crimes every day. One need only read 
the papers to prove this. O.n the other 
hand, similar attacks upon pre-pubital boys 
very seldom occur. A normal homo has the 
same disgust at molesting small boys as a 
normal heterosexual would have at one of 
his own kind who attacked young girls. It 
has been proved without doubt that normal 
homosexuals form attachments well within 
their own age groups. 

There has been some _discussion lately 
about this being a "social taboo" rather than 
an "aberration". This may well be so as it 
is essentially a stage of development in the 
human subject. According to Or. Kinsey, 

(cont. p, 14) 

LA BATARDE 
Violette Leduc (Panther, $1.50) 

The funny thing about this book is that when it fust 
came out people were outraged. Why? Not because Violette 
is a lesbian but because she worked the black market in Paris 
when Hitler took it over. Funny? Just shows what people are 
really up to. 

Of course, the striking thing about this wicked old lady's 
memoirs is how vividly she reports her boarding school 
experience (0 Isabelle) and her very mixed up attempts to 
make the square literary world of pre-war Paris. The 
recollections of Violette in suit and tie making it are lively 
reading and Violette's report of her life and loves will endear 
her to all. It's not that it's kinky - it's so believably, 
diversably, honestly human. She's a multi-dimentional person 
who doesn't confine herself to any one kind of experience. 
TI1is sort of rich autobiographical writing must recommend 
itself to anyone who thinks for a second about living and 
loving, and is also the sort of book CAMP INC can honestly 
recommend to all its readers. 

RAVAGES 
Violette Leduc (Panther $1.55) 

TI1is is a later work by Violette, to some extent similar to 
the autobiographical material dealt wi.th in La Batarde but 
presented in fictional form. Here Therese, the main character, 
recounts her lyrical emotional and sexual awakening at 
school, followed by her unsuccessful.affaire with Cecile, a 
rather insensitive lady. Passionate and possessive, her writing 
on lesbian sexuality has an unusual explicit character .. In her 
search for emotional and physical secutiry she marries the 
photographer Marc and has to cope with her jealousy when 
she realises that Marc is involved with Paul. Eventually Marc 
leaves her· and she finally realises her solitude after a 
particularly ghastly abortion. This is a bare outline ofthe 
novel and does not do it justice, it is a perceptive and 
moving account of insecurity and need for love. 

THE WELL OF LONELINESS. 
Radclyffe Hall (Corgi, $1.15), 

The classic novel-of lesbian love, first published in 1928 
and subsequently banned, reissued in paperback. Whilst some
what outdated, particularly in its social determinism, this 
novel was tremendously influential in the theme it tackled 
and the attention.it has received over the years. lt·is hard to 
believe that there are any lesbians who have not read it at 
some time in their lives but if you have not, you really should. 
If you have read it, it is well worth reading again and has not 
been surpassed by any more recent novels. 
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FINISTERE - Panther. 90 c (+ 40c postage) 
Matthew Cameron, caught up in the turmoils of adolescence, is the chiid of a broken hon1e. 
When his mother Catherine puts him in a boarding schotl!, he seeks the love and affection h1, 
craves in the only way possible in an all-male institution. He fo1ds it with IVHchd, the game!, 
teacher who is trying to escape from his own unhappy rn1st. Thek affoir is idy!iic. But when the 
secret of their relationship is revealed to IVlatthew's fomily and a.du!t friends, their shocked 
reaction precipitates a horrifying tragedy. 

James Baldwin: TELL ME HOW LONG THE TJRAIN'S REEN GOMZ. -· Co,ui. $1.10 (+ tmc ix,stage) ~ 
This is Baldwin's first novel since "Another County"'. It te!lf, \Aiith c:.,.mdour and intm1sity', the, 
story of Leo Proudhammer, a famous Negrn actor, of enfon::.1~d immobH-
isation, examines what he considers to have been a Barbcira, the white 
girl from Kentucky, now his co-star, an anguished •ccn,nnm"' just shoi-;; cf kwe; 
Christopher, a young revolutionary, whose affair with Leo stops 
of all, a deep, tremulous love affair between Leo and his bmt!1<Eff, wh,:;s,;=, t·ifft<E, pEisses out 
of him and into Leo. 

You may order any of the above books through our rnailmcier book se:rvir:e. 
Just send your name and address and the titles of the books required ·with tb,, 

to: 

.The Bookservice, Box 5074, G.P.O., 
.; .·Sydney. 2001. ·'"/: .. 

(cont. frl,m p. 13) 
orie ina£fu-25 1S~.-e-x~ci--~~i-ve~l"'"y~h-o~m-o-s-ex"""·uar
throughou t life, one. ili:ten is exclusively 
homo for at least.three years between the 
age of 16, and 65, arid one in three will have 
a homoSllxual expenence 1:letween adolesc
ence: and old age,• fyi,Qs.tly, I have found, 
that the subjects I haye known personally, 
are not so upset at the fact that they are 
homosexuals, but that.they are in constant 
fear of being found 61;#; blackmailed, legally 
prosecuted, or ostracised by their families 
and friends or lose their jobs. This fear 
could be removed with the· passing of the 
Bill, In Europe where Jiomosexual acts 
between consentil1g males is sanctioned by 
society, thenf are less cases of nervous. 
breakdown, guilt trauma, suicide, etc. I 
believe, that in Copenhagen, when the , 
police find a man importuning in the street, 
they send him to a Homosexual Club where 
he may meet his own kind, and not ommd 
others. The obvious solution to this 
problem (if problem it is,) is for Australia to 
follow suit and pass the Bill fixing a minimum 
age of consent, give qualified medical help 
to those who seek it and understanding 
friendship to those who prefer to remain as 
they are. It horrifies me that the "Average 
Australian" to whom I have spoken .expresses 
less aversion at rape, adultery, or drug-taking 
all of which cause far more social problems 
to the community through traumatic 
experience, broken homes or unmarried 
mothers whose unwanted children often 

· become the responsibility. ·of the state. On 
the other hand, many homo.sexuals lead 
good productive, creative and law-abiding 
lives, contribute to the country in the field 
of Aesthetics and Arts and conform against 
fearful odds to the pressures put upon them 
by society in a most admi'rable manner. As 
Shakespeare remarked; "'.)'here is nothing 
either good or bad, buttliinking makes it so" 
(Hamlet II, 2.) · 
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AN INVITATION 
You arnd your esteemed friends ~re tordiallt invited to a Camp Inc 

g,ett-together which will take the form of a lJine-arn.d Clteese part~,. 

lHtr,is g,athering will enable memb;ers to meet ome another and will 

hslp raise funds for other Camp Inc activities. 

* "Jrhld:.s fwnrction is strictly for memfaers and friends. 

* Aspiring mem&ers may join ati the door. 

-* "Jrhre locatiolil: St John's Parish Hall, 
Cmm. Spring St. & Bizchgrove Rd.t 
B•Alr"lA IN. 

* "Jrhe date arnd time: Saturday~ Januarw 9 at 8 p.m. 

PLEASE ROLL ALONG AND MAKE OUR FIRST SOCIAL VENTURE A SUCCESS! 

* "Jrhre cost fo:r the evenin.g is $2 per persom,. 

---------------------------------~---------------------------------



* * * * * * *******CLASSIFIED .ADS************** 

It is essential that membaTS livimg i~ the same area, especiallw 
am isolatad area, shoul~ meet. For this purpose we .aze inclwding 

among the classified ads a tPersonal' section in eac~ issue sent 

to membell's. !+However, classified ads-will not.fas restricted to the 
personal ty.pe of ad. Members wishing to hu,y. sell or exchange ma)t· 
also adwertise and are encouraged to do so. 

* A code mumber will be supplied if tequirad. 
* Adventising charges for membens are 10¢ per word 

withi a miITTimum of 10 words. 

THE DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIEDS IN THE NEXT ISSUE IS JANUARY 6 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
S E R V I C E S -

WANTED: Twpewriter mechanic in, Sidn;ey area: to service CAMP INC 
;-;,1-

t~-pewr·i ters. · No. 1 8:ox 5074 GPO _,:Si;dney.,. 

T~PIST with I.B,M. electric typewriter to type CAMP INC material. 

No. 2 Biox 5074 GPO Sy;dney. 

WRITERS to con~ribute articles on any topic related to homosex
LUJali ty,- fOr publication in CAMP INK. No. 3 Box 5074 GP 0. Sydney,. 

RHYlTHM guitarist wants to form camp b8nd ir;i, Sy;-dn.ey area. Write 

Jo Beawmont Box 5074 GPO Sydney. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

SUITABLE premises require~ for CAMP INC headquarters and clubR 

rooms - central positio~ ~ reasonable rental: Any offers? 

hlo. 12 aox 5074 GPO Sydney. 

. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Fu .!3..£il lr 1!..B.f. 

ANY type of office furnitur~ and equipment - in any conditio~ -

for CAMP INC premises. Cheap or free! No. 5 Box 5074 GPO S~dnsy. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * 
Please 1Turn Over ••• 



* * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * *-*-* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
P E R S ·o N: A L - - ... -· - ..... -· -

WANTED: Names of homosexual hars, coffee houses etc Jn any area. 
N:o. 4 s;Ox 5074 GPO· Sy1dney-. 

GENT aged 2H would' like to nieeit other mernt:1ers i11t Porit.: H:edlancL area,.. 

Wesiier·m, Australia. !Mo. 8 IBiox 5074 GPO Sy:dnet. 

MALE mernfu;er would like to correspon:d l,,lith middle-aged and lor:rnlw 

rnemlb:ers anwwlirere,, especially IB:risbane. No. 9 IBlox 5014 GPO .Sydney. 

UNDERGRADUATE. aged 20, male, seeks li:r.oliday,, ernplo.y,101emit Oecemlbler· 

to Fel:J!lruarw. Swdney· area, 1M10. 10 B:ox 5074 IG:PO si--dnew. 

DOMINANT male, 29i intelligent, a~tistio~ iegular inteTsiate 
,'jf;,_ 

tr.a\teller,. desires to stay, with, weu:n:ger man irn ·Melbou:irme, Swdn;S}f', 

Adelaide. Sina re expem:ses, Mo. 11 li3lox 5074 GPO Sy,--dney,,. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
STAFF ------ .... ·-

ART!ISTS to undertake' lawout and illU'strative work for CAMP INK,· 

No. ·5 faox 5074 GPO Sy,dney1, 

COVER design:ers fo.r CAMP INK covers. No 71 la:ox 5074 GPO Sidn.ey; •. 

* * * * ·* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

THE DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIEDS IN THE NEXT .ISS-UE IS J!ANUARYf lfii. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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CA'MP INC. 
Box 5074, G.P.O., 
SYDNEY. 2001 

Dear Reader, 

CAMP INK is the official magazine of CAMP INC., the society for 
the rights of the homosexual. 

You can receive CAMP INK on a regular monthly basis by filling 
in the handy membership form below. · 

Membership fees are $4.00 p.a., plus 70c postage or $1 :00 p.a. 
plus 70c postage for students and pensioners. 

NAME ............. : ................................................. ; ................ . 

ADDRESS .......................................................................... . 

.................................................. ·State ............. P/C ........ .. 

DATE ....................................... . 

I enclose$ ................................. .. 

If claiming,student concession, please state name of university, 
etc ...................................................................................... . 

Printed by . . ~· . .' . 
.. ~tu.dents' Union · . 
· University of N,S w s u . 

663-1911 • •. 


