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EDITORIAL 
THIS month's CAMP INK is devoted mainly 
to Discrimination. It is therefore ap
propriate that we have a special edito
rial for this issue. We invited someone 
who has experienced in person the bitter 
taste of homophobia: Mike Clohesy. The 
story of his sacking and all that went 
befo~e and followed was extensively 
reported in CAMP INK Vol. 5, No. 1, 
March 19 76. . • ........ • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

DESPAIR and disillusionment settle 0n me 
·•'1enever I reflect on the aftennath of the 
Vict1ml 2~s Crimes Seminar and the campaign 
to emasculate the Anti-Discrimination Bill. 
But I write this, not to be negative, ( I 
believe that would be grossly irresponsi
ble) but to try to motivate some more 
people to become active in the homosexual 
movement, and the progressive movement in 
general. 

FEAR and irrationality overtook the conser
vatives as soon as they sensed the power 
of the homosexual movement and when they 
realised we were very close to receiving 
some rights under law in New South Wales. 

IT was very clear at the Seminar that 
strength and reason were on the side of 
the homosexuals. The audience did not sit 
back and passively receive Shilton, speak
ing for the Chu~ch - he was given a host
ile reception during his speech and a large 
part of the question time was taken up in 
attacking the Churches. The arguments pre
sented by Shilton were illogical and unrea
soned - and everyone knew it. This con
trasted with the case presented for homo
sexuals·. 

IT was just after the Seminar that the con
servative flurry of activity ( led by the 
Festival of Light and the Catholic Church) 
aroun4 the Anti-Discrimination Bill began. 
( They had already had 3 months in which to 
do this and had done nothing) The Chur
ches had realised at the Seminar that their 
power was diminishing - passage of the Bill, 
they perceived, would even further erode 
their power. This so, because homosexuals 
have always been the focal point of the 
sexual repression on which the Churches' 
power is based. Granting us rights would 
have begun to lift this repression. 

SO the conservatives conmenced a massive 
counter-campaign to demonstrate their power. 
( for details, see the National Times of 
28th March - 2nd April: "How The Re 1 i gi OLIS 

Schools Rolled Over Wran", by Bruce 
Stannard. ) They were ably assisted by the 
media which refused to print material sup
porting the Bill. The conservative cam
paign succeeded in its purpose: the Bill 
was emasculated and the Churches had re
asserted their dominance over the State in 
soci a 1 issues. 

THIS represents one of the most severe set
backs for the moveme,t for social change 
that we have witnessed for some time. I 
don't accept the arguments of those who 
minimise what happened by claiming that the 
Bill was not very good anyway - the issue 
is not the Bill, but the assertion of power 
by the Churches. 

THE conservative campaign showed our move
ment to be apolitical, unmobilised and dis
organised. We weren't a_b le to ca 11 on 
masses of people for support; links with 
other parts of the social change movement 
were not sufficiently strong. 

WE need people. The fact that fear of our 
strength motivated the campaign by the 
Churches shows that we have made signifi
cant gains. We are visible; we are proud; 
we are strong! But we are going to stag
nate unless more and more homosexuals join 
the struggle. 

A STRUGGLE it is - sheer hard work, perse
verance, constant battling, more downs than 
ups - all these mark our work. But the 
strength we get from each other and our 
passion for a world on which people are 
free to be fully human urges us on. 

BUT without you, our personal and collec
tive capabilities are severely limited. 
Much needs to be done - we can tell you 
exactly what at Actions Group meetings 
every Monday night: CAMP Centre, 33A Glebe 
Point Road, Glebe. 8 pm onwards. 
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SEMINAR ON 
VICTIMLESS CRIME 

The NSW Government held a Seminar on 
Victimless Crimes at the Seymour Centre, 
Sydney on 24th - 27th February, 1977. 
The prograrrme included the usuals -
drunkenness and vagrancy; suicide; homo
sexuality; prostitution and drug abuse. 

The Seminar was designed to gauge 
corrmunity reactions to the government's 
"refonn" programmes in these areas . It 
certainly brought out the polarised 
groups, with the Festival of Light and 
the Catholic Church in there fighting 
hard for repression and oppression. 
Ms Janet Coombs of the NSW Council of 
Churches was perhaps the most vocal 
{though unintended) advocate for refonn 
when she made her legal pronouncement, 
about how one could use provocation as a 
legal defence if one murdered a homosex
ual for making sexual overtures. How
ever, her logic failed when she refused 
to agree that women could also plead 
provocation against men who made unwel
come advances. 

The most interesting corrment came 
from a friend of mine who remarked how 
the Fol types were pitying and condescen
ding to the drug addicts, prostitutes 
etc., but when it came to homosexuals 
speaking out she felt the raw hatred 
pouring out of the Fol towards gay 
people. To be able to provoke this 
type of reaction and the same hysterical 
reaction that occurred during the Anti
discrimination Bill debate can -0e looked 
upon as a measure of our strength and 
our success in putting a convincing case 
to the community. 

The following is the address by Mike 
Clohesy to the paper by the Homosexual 
Rights Coalition. The paper itself and 
the address will be available in the com
plete transcript to be published shortly 
by the Attorney-General's Department. 

Terry Goulden. 

This section of the Seminar on Victim
less Crimes is being held because laws ex
ist in this State, in the Crimes Act and 
the Summary Offences Act, which proscribe 
the se~ual acts of male homosexuals and the 
free expression of affection by female and 
male homosexuals. 

We must start by examining the reasons 
for the existence of these laws. These 
laws exist and this Seminar is necessary 
because, in our society, sexuality is re
pressed, and homosexuality is particularly 
severely repressed. The causes of this re
pression are diverse, but, at the same time 
interlocked. 

We can i den ti fy three main causes: 
sexism, religion, conservatism. Part of 
sexism is the process of assigning certain 
roles and qualities to people on the basis 
purely of their sex. Part of the assigned 
male role is that tle marry, sire children 
and provide for them and his wi·fe; part 
of the assigned female role is that she 
marry, bear chi 1 dren and nurture them and 
her husband. Human expression outside 
these defined limits is not condoned. Sex
ual expression and human relationships must 
be confined to the working out of these 
roles: the primary purpose of sexuality is 
seen to be reproduction, and sexual pleas
ure is to be found only with the marriage 
partner. Homosexuals, per se, stand out
side this system and are punished for their 
difference: in the case of ma le homosex
uals, by having all sexual expression pro
scribed; in the case of female homosexuals, 
by having their sexuality ignored; in the 
case of both, by having loving relation
shi·ps denied them. 

Religion, and i·n our culture specifi
cally the Judaeo-Christian Church ethic, 
places all its weight behind the preserva
tion of this system. It demands confonnity 
to sex roles, and especially it demands the 
restriction of sexual expression to marri
age relationships. 

Sexual repression is but one manifest
ation of the general repression on which 
our society is based. All the institutions 
of our society, family, educational, media, 



govemment, economic, function to produce 
confomity . There is a pathological fear 
of change and difference. Sexuality in 
particular must be repressed and restricted 
because it is the great liberating force. 
From sexual freedom flows general freedom. 
It is that knowledge which leads our power
ful institutions to demand and teach re
striction of sexuality. 

Having explored the reasons for the 
existence of anti-homosexual laws, let us 
examine their effect on homosexuals . The re 
are obvious effects for male homosexuals: 
the threat of prison, fines and blackmail; 
for female homosexuals the absence of laws 
governing their behaviour promotes the be
lief that they have no sexuality. For all 
homosexuals, even though the presence of 
the 1aw is not a direct threat for most, 
there is the stigma of being regarded as 
second class citizens; there is the inabi
lity to achieve our full potential. ~o a
chieve tt,eir poter.tial, people must oe ab].e 
to freely express themselves sexual1y and 
emctionally. Tr.i s is denied t o all homosex
uals. 

MABEL No. 2. March, 1976 

CAMP INK No. 40 Page 5 

What reasons are advanced by the oppo
nents of change, or advocates of limited 
change in the situation of homosexuals, to 
justify our continued repression and op
pression? Their arguments hinge on the 
assertion that the homosexual life-style 
is less valid than the heterosexual, on the 
assertion that marriage is the most ful
filling human life-style. There is no evi
dence tc support such a contention. The 
only attempts ever made to do so have long 
since been discredited. These attempts 
were made by psychiatrists who based their 
evidence on studies only of homosexuals 
presenting for treatment. No effort was 
made to compare the studies with heterosex
uals in similar sitl•ations. Recent studies 
of valid sample groups of homosexuals have 
shown them to be no more or less well ad
justed than heterosexuals. The only pro
blems are those caused by society's oppres
sion. 

Churches are among the most vociferous 
opponents of homosexual rights. We would 
challenge their be~ i efs about homosexua 1 ity 
while respecting their right to hold those 
beliefs. They must however fall into the 
greatest disrespect when they continue to 
use the police and the laws to force their 
moral conformity onto others. Our plural
ist society must be rigorous in its separa
tion of Church and State; it must ~nsist 
that churches are not experts in the field 
of morality nor of human behaviour. In the 
words of the then Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Lord Fisher: 

"The right to decide one's own moral code 
and obey it, even to a person's own hurt 
is a fundamental human right, given by 
God and to be strictly respected by so
ciety and the criminal code. 
I believe that it is of vital importance 
to maintain this principle against the 
law and against society". 

All of us on the Coalition, Christian and 
non-Christtan, agree on the existence and 
importance of this fundamental human right. 
Compulsory morality is not morality - it is 
slavery. 

When one speaks of homosexuality, the 
issue of children arouses the greatest emo
tionalism. The cry goes up that children 
should be protected from homosexuals and 
homosexuality. Such an argument is only 
valid if one accepts that homosexuals are 
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lesser persons than are heterosexuals. 
Otherwise, it must be argued that the child 
has the right to choose. Those who do 
claim that homosexuals are lesser persons 
do so (as I have already pointed out) on 
the basis of assertion, not of evidence. 
To repeat, the p~oposition that homosexuals 
are lesser persons is based on assertion, 
not on evidence. 

The Sydney Homosexual Rights Coalition 
holds the view that children have the same 
rights to sexual expression as older people 
with the same protection from force or co
ercion: but protection only from force or 
coercion. 

With the repeal of existing sex relat
ed laws and the application of a law against 
force or coercion we believe there would no 
longer be a need for an age of consent. We 
believe that children who willingly parti ci
pate in a sex act with another person should 
not be penalised by an "age of consent" . .. 
Adults with authority over children (inclu
ding parents) who use their position of 
power to force a child to participate in a 
sexual act would be using coercion, so this 
conduct would still be guarded against.-
Hhile supporting such a principle however, 
we believe it must be dealt with delicately. 
There is a danger that people in authority 
would not be able to be real people with 
children because they would have to repress 
their sexuality. Thus the same unhealthy 
attitudes to sex as are prevalent at the 
moment would continue to be fostered. 

The proposition that children need to 
be protected from homosexuals because all 
homosexuals are child molesters is based on 
assertion and not on evidence, The vast 
majority of sexual attacks on children are 
those committed by heterosexual men on very 
young girls. The accusation that homosexu
als are more prone to molest children than 
are heterosexuals is a myth. This is borne 
out in many studies and all available stat
istics. 

It will be argued by some that colllllu
nity attitudes still oppose homosexuals and 
that this justifies taking no action in fa
vour of homosexuals. I would like you to 
hear and digest what the Tribunal on Homo
sexuals and Discrimination said about that: 

"It has to be pointed out that community 
views are not independently arrived at, 
especially in the case of discrimination, 

when often the basis of action is gossip 
or prejudice. It became. clear in evi den
ce (to the Tribunal} that where attitudes 
are fanned towards homosexuality, it is 
rarely the needs and feelings of the ho
mosexual that are taken into account: 
it is always the needs of his family or 
the public. 
The Tribunal finds that community atti
tudes arise principally from an inability 
to understand sexuality as an integral 
part but only one facet of human exper
ience. Rarely is there any genuine ef
fort to promote discussion and under
standing of sexuality. Rather there are 
dictatorial and prurient directives and 
bar-room type talk. Any effort to promo
te dis cuss ion of homosexuality is i neff
ecti ve, decried or ridiculed. The gene
ral public is thus denied an opportunity 
to understand sexuality and especially 
homosexuality. In the circumstances, it 
is wrong simply to accept community val
ues or attitudes to judge the issue of 
homosexuality or the behaviour of homo
sexua 1 s. In fact, collllluni ty attitudes 
are based on an inadequate understanding 
of homosexuality and inadequate opportu
nity to obtain it. It appears that a 
reason that people wish homosexuality, if 
it occurs at all, to be 1 invisible • is 
that, 1 it can be learned and passed on; 
that homosexuals can be created', that 
'your child is a target for homosexuals'. 
This view is held despite the fact that 
no evidence on whether homosexuality is 
acquired or not is taken into account. 
The attitude is based on uninfonned fear 
and prejudice. This view is undoubtedly 
adopted by judges as well as militant 
pressure groups acting against homosexu
als. This argument becomes irrelevant 
when homosexuality comes to be seen as 
one of a who le range of accepted life
styles and thus ceases to be a threat to 
society." 

So far we have been looking at homosex
uality in the abstract or general. What 
does it feel like to be on the receiving 
end of all those attitudes; what does it 
feel like to be oppressed? Let me share ·my 
experience with you, or some of it, so that 
you may feel something of the oppression. 
I have watched my mother on her knees for 
3 months, after learning of my homosexuali
ty, in desperation and heartbreak; I have 



had my sister walk away from me in public 
so. she wouldn't be seen with ~er poofta bro
ther; I've had my aunt and uncle return my 
warm greeting with an icy stare; my grand
mother has accused me of dragging the family 
name into the gutter. 

I've lost a job as a school teacher and 
suffered pressure in the present job because 
of my sexuality; the Catholic Church has 
tried to deny me the right to speak of my 
homosexuality in public. 

Each day there is the decision to whom 
am I able to reveal my sexuality; will I be 
assaulted if I display homosexual affection; 
am I able to discuss with work colleagues 
what .!!1i' family did over the weekend, what 
we'reaoing this weekend; does it matter who 
sees me on television. The constant strug
gle between denying my being and striving to 
fulfill it. 

I've also had the joyful experience of 
active involvement in the homosexual move
ment; of searching, with other loving and .. 
committed homosexuals, for the ingredients 
of the new society; of tearing away, little 
by little, the walls of oppression, the bar
riers of prejudice . It is that which enabl
es me to say to you: 

We, the oppressed, are proud and strong; 
it is you who would repress us who are 
weak, it is you who would even query 
granting our rights who are fearful, it 
is your society which needs to shut us 
out which is shamed. 
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It is the experience of oppression which 
enables me and the others involved in the 
Homosexual Rights Coa 1 i ti'on to see the sham 
and farce of a society, such as ours, which 
claims to prize the sanctity and dignity of 
the individual, the worth of human life, 
the right of people to grow and express 
themselves freely, which makes these claims 
and yet hesitates about lifting discrimina
tion and repression from the shoulders of a 
group within it. 

We, the oppressed, can offer you the 
clarity of simplicity. We can show you, as 
I have sta~ted to do in this paper, the cob
webs of fear, prejudice and irrationality 
which cloud the simple principle of justice 
on which our society should be based, viz. 
that all people have the right to be them
selves, as they find themselves. 

So, the homosexual movement is saying 
more than simply, "let us do our own thing 
in private." We are demanding a total re
examination of the position of homosexuals 
because there is no good reason for contin
uing oppression and aiscrimination. If 
there is no good reason then things should 
change. We are challenging each of you to 
re-e)(ami ne your m<1n sexua 1 i ty and your own 
conditioned sex roles. We are asking you 
to search within yourselves to find how · 
much of your attitudes to homosexuality 
spring from a fear of feelings within your
self rather than from genuine reasons. 
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Society must throw off the shackles of sex role stereo
typing, of religious dominatipn, of the need for confonnity. 
Our legislature must cast off its belief that it has the 
right to detennine people's lifestyles for them. We are a 
pluralist, democratic society; no dogma can be allowed to 
dominate, diversity must be its cornerstone. The function 
of the law is not to define ~uman relationships, it is to 
protect them. To protect them only from force or coercion. 

The Homosexua 1 Rights Coa 1 i tton looks forward to ~e 
implementation of a law similar to the Michigan Bill which 
repeals .all existing laws relatin~ to sexual conduct ·to re
place them with a single law making sexual conduct criminal 
only when force or coercion are used. It looks. forward to 
the implementation of such a law which goes beyond merely 
granting equality with the present situation of heterosex
uals and grapples with the fundamental issue of sexual re
pression. 

We look forward to the repea 1 of the Summary Offences 
Act so that female and male homosexuals may once again with
out fear display their natural affection. 

We look forward to the introduction of a Human Rights 
Bill. We look forward to the introduction of laws, regula
tions and practices which promote all life-styles as equally 
valid. 

We yearn for the day when the lives of all people are 
ruled, not by power and oppression, but by love, equality 
and freedom. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

LAMB.DA 
PENDANTS 

for sale 

THE WORKING WOMEN'S CENTRE: 

THE INTERNATIONAL GAY SYMBOL 
Beautiful, hand-moulded, silver-plated 
LAMBDAS, specially ordered from overseas 
for CAMP NSW, with silver-coloured 
chain. 
Available post-free by sending $4-00 to 
CAMP NSW, GPO Box 5074, Sydney, 2001, 
OR : leave your name, address and money 
with the PAF counsellor on duty, at the 
CAMP Centre, 33A Glebe Point Road, 
Glebe, and the lambda will be posted. 

A CRISIS APPEAL. 
The Working Women's Centre was esta

blished by the ACSPA (Australian Coun
cil of Salaried and Professional Asso
ciations) Corrvnittee on Women's Affairs 
in 1975 through an International Women's 
Year grant from the ~ederal Government. 
It was specifically intended to increase 
knowledge and understanding between 
working women and unions, and it has 
done so in a great many instances, both 
large and small. The Centre is now in 
danger of being forced to close through 
lack cf funding, and many projects and 
research programmes will have to be 
abandoned. Your money is urgently 
needed. Send cheques to: 
Working Women's Centre Crisis Appeal. 
c/ A.C.S.P.A., 423 Little Collins St. 
Melbourne, Vic. 3000. 
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new- trends in n1editation 

We in the homosexual movement have be
come used to being reviled by the spokes
persons of the various religious groups, 
whenever they open their mouths. Imagine 
therefore our pleased surprise when the 
following programne was heard (by a pure 
accident, we hasten to add) on a recent 
ABC Evening Meditation. 

Th~ structure of our society, based en 
power and subtle oppression, seems to 
~ontrol people through their lack of power 
and inability to change a system they do · 
not understand. People's individual free
dom suffers by too much control and too : 
many demands made by those at the top of 
the hierarchical structure. Freedom.seems 
a much used, much abused word. Is our 
freedom to be what we are, and live as we 
choose, so severely handicapped as some 
radicals would have us believe? Or are we 
free to control our own destiny, as gover
nments would have us believe? · 

In this country we are fortunate. We 
have freedom of religious beliefs. We are 
not persecuted for being openly Christian, 
and attending the church of our faith. We 
may be mocked, but we are not persecuted. 
Except of course, if we belong to the Hare 
Krishna movement, and want to proclaim our 
beliefs on street corners. 

We are free to hold whatever political 
beliefs we choose. While Socialism is · 
used by some as a vile insult, it is not 
illegal. We are not thrown in goal .for 
expressing what we believe. But members 
of the Palestinian Liberation Organis.ation 
were not welcome in Australia. 

We have freedom of employment, and can 
choose to work where, and what, we will. 
As long as we are not women seeking employ
ment in a "man's" domain, or homosexuals 
wanting to teach, or blacks wanting to do 
professional work. And providing we have 
the necessary written qualifications. 

We have freedom of movement, as long as 
we are not black wishing to leave a reser
ve, or white wishing to enter one. Or 
providing we do not wish to examine mili~ 
tary installations and bases in our land. 

We are free to live where we like. If 
we can afford the land and build a home 
according to set regulations in certain 

. areas, and do not wish to live in a hut, 
not allowed by health authorities and loc
al councils. Or if we are not black, and 
do not have any, or many, children or rel
atives. Or if we do not live where a gov-
ernment wishes to build an airport, or 
mine for minerals. 

We have freedom to fill in our leisure 
time as we will. But what controls exist 
for our protection in sport - are they va
lid? 

We have freedom of lifestyle - if socie
ty accepts our lifestyle, and we do not. 
seek peace at Cedar Bay or Nimbin, and if 
we are part of a moralistic nuclear family 
and not women wishing to live .independent
ly. 

So we are free to make decisions about 
the way in which we want to .live, think, 
and act. Are we freer than we think to 
make decisions? 

How closely is our decis.ion-making re
lated to economic pressure? Our choice to 
think about freedom is limited by the pos
itions we are in. Is freedom restricted 
by money? If not, how can a man or woman 
be imprisoned for being poor, for being a 
vagrant, for having no visible means of 
support? Because of his/her knowledge and 
qualifications, a judge in a court of law 
has the power to make decisions concerning 
people's lives. 

· Can we make a decision not to be a decisi
on-maker1 
What is freedom? 
Are we free? 

The speaker, Ms Val Edwards of Brisbane. 
is the President of the Students Represen
tative Council at the Kelvin Grove College 
of Advanced Education, the very same place 
where Greg Weir fanned the Lesbian and Gay 
Men group ..... Yes, Ms Edwards knew what 
she was talking about. 

ir** *** *** *** *** *** 
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Sa.ndra 
The first time many of us heard about 

Sandra Willson was at the Tribunal on Homo
sexuals and Discrimination, and at that 
stage it looked as though she would be lock
ed away for ever. 

Women Behind Bars had been quietly 
plotting on her behalf for some months, 
then in December a special campaign group 
was fonned, with the s peci fi c aim of secu
ring Sandra's re lease. 

All the nonnal procedures were follow
ed - approaches were made to the relevant 
ministers and the media, but nobody really 
wanted to know about Sandra Willson. 

It was not until the vigil in Chi fley 
Square that things started to happen. The 
press suddenly took notice, and the autho
rities were embarrassed / confused / threa
tened by a 11 those mad dykes setting UP.. 
house in the middle of the city. 

The vigil was a wonderful anarchist 
gesture, and proved to be a powerful tool 
of protest. Events staged at the vigil at-

'tracted good media coverage - the building 
of the house, and the opening of Prison 
Square by Lady and Sir Rodent Cutlet, and 
suddenly all the mums and dads knew about 
Sandra Wil 1 son. 

On Friday February 11, the group· stor
med Mulock 1s office, resulting in thirteen 
arrests. Six women refused bai 1, and spent 
a week in jail which was great for the mo
rale of the other female prisoners. Things 
weren't quite the same at the old jail that 
week. A women's symbol was mown into the 
lawn which had to be removed later by male 
prisoners. Those arrested sti 11 face vari
ous charges including resisting arrest and 
assaulting a police officer, and some will 
probably be sentenced. 

After two weeks of sleeping bags on 
the pavement in €hifley Square, the group's 
demands·were half-way met. Of course the 
timing was not bad: the Royal C011111ission 
into Prisons was on, and a new minister for 
Corrective Services had been appointed, who 
apparently did not want to start his career 
with blood on his hands. 

To placate the public, it was announ
ced that Sandra would be pl aced on a work 
release scheme, with a view to eventual re-

Willson 

lease. It was also announced that she 
would be moved to a half-way house in the 
Parramatta area, despite the fact that no 
such place existed. 

Sandra instead was moved into a house 
on the male compound - an action which 
prompted an inmedi ate warders I strike .. 
She is now living in comparative style 1n 
a National Trust house, just outside the 
women's compound with another female pris
oner. No bars, no gates and no screws. 
It is an impersonal place, but nice. So 
far, Sandra reports no problens in adjust
ing to her new situation. 

Sandra and Clare are piloting the work 
release scheme for female prisoners~ and 
rules tend to get made up as they go along. 
For a few weeks, her visiting rights were 
cut right back - only two long established 
"safe" visitors were allowed. Now she is 
allowed four approved visitors a we.ek, who 
can spend two hours with her on the grass 
eating packet cake without any screws list
ening in. However, visitors may only enter 
the house if nature calls. No communicati
on is allowed with the two screws who live 
in the cottage next door, and you guessed 
it: Sandra is not allowed to catch taxis. 



The jail . system is not quite geared to 
coping with two women living in a house a
way from the compound, and so the• women ha
ve been caught short at times by bureaucra
tic bungling. They cannot buy their own 
food - it has to be ordered and delivered, 
and at times their diet has approached mal
nutrition level when supplies do not arrive . 

As for the work aspect of the work re
lease system, Sandra is working in the Par
ramatta Linen Service - the jail laundry, 
so there has been no attempt at rehabilita
tion through an ordinary job situation. She 
is earning about $120 a week, but is only 
allowed a meagre allowance each week for 
fares, cigarettes and the National Times. 
This is a gross breach of persona 1 rights, 
but Sandra is not really complaining. She 
doesn't really care what happens during her 
six month work release period, as long as 
she gets out in the end. 

If Sandra responds well to the present 
experiment, the minister, Mr Haig has pro-·· 
mised that her case will be reviewed. It 
can only be hoped that the powers that be 
will decide to release Australia's longest 
serving woman prisoner. 

cecily davis 
;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 

Quotable Quotes 

On Monday the 14th of March, ABC Mon
day Conference interviewed Or . J. Densen
Gerber on the problem of child-bashing and 
associated problems of child-mismanagement. 
Her tightly-argued points of view included 
many gems, among them two of particular 
relevance. 

"The nuclear family, 11 she said, 11 i s 
the greatest form of violence inflicted 
upon chi 1 dren. 11 She added, "What we need 
is uncles, aunts, grandparents... Mother 
and father and 2 .4 mewling and puking chi 1-
dren is definitely not on . 11 

·A member of the audience ( fema 1 e, and 
probably a lesbian) called attention to the 
near-impossibility of a lesbian obtaining 
custody of her children if legal hearings 
were involved. In reply, Dr. Densen-Gerber 
·asserted that the parents' responsibility 
was to guide the child towards the ability 
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to stand alone as an adult. Or. Oensen
Gerber stated, and repeated, that "the sex
ual proclivities of the parent do not matter 
at a 11 11

• 

(Dr. Judi anne Densen-Gerber was inter
viewed on Monday Conference while on a visit 
to this country from the U.S.A . She is 
qualified both as a psychiatrist and as a 
lawyer. She has been particularly active 
in campaigning for the compulsory notifica
tion by medical practitioners of all cases 
of bodily harm to children where the indi
cations are such that the medical practiti 
oner believes that they could not have 
occurred by accident. She is a strong pr.o
ponent of proper follow-up to such reports 
and sees the medic's role in such cases as 
being that of the "child's advocate", 
pointing out that the child has no-one else 
to take its part.) 

Report from NOREEN CLARK. 

~onsequent to the above Monday Confe r
ence, Dr. D-G achieved nation-wide publicity 
because of some remarks she made during an 
address to a businessmen's lunch, where she 
castigated the exploitation of children for 
pornographic publications. This was immedia
tely seized upon by the Festival of Li ght 
who claimed her as one of their own, and 
blew the whole thing right out of proportion 
as a part of their campaign against the Sem
inar on Victimless Crimes and the Anti-Dis
crimination Bill. · We thought you might like 
to know that she isn't really associated 
with the Moral GIB. 

ED. 

For Gay Women: 

GAIA'S GUIDE, 1977 

Thoroughly detailed annual pocket size in
ternational bar/club guide and complete 
directory. Th~s fourth edition: 3000 list
ings in over 40 countries: centres, switch
boards, organizations, publications, book
stores and mull order houses plus much, 
much more. $6.00 only from: CAMP NSW, GPO 
Box 5074, Sydney 2001, and at CLOVER, PO 
Box 28, St.Leonards, NSW 2065. 
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iET GREG WEIR TEACH 

As they said on A Current Affair, Greg 
Weir is a nice young man - a little nervous 
perhaps, but nice. Definitely not child
molesting material. But Greg, a qualified 
teacher, cannot get a job with the Queens
land Department of Education because he is 
a homosexua 1 . 

The trouble all started when the Kelvin 
Grove Hanosexual and Lesbian Group was fann
ed in March '76 with Greg acting as spokes
person, at the Kelvin Grove College of Ad
vanced Education. Loca 1 'concerned parents' 
groups were most put out and a battle ensued 
in the local paper. 

Though the college made a stand to sup
port the homosexual group, Val Bird {hiss), 
the Education Minister, stated that "student 
teachers participating in homosexual or les
bian groups should not assume that they ·· 
would be employed by the Education Depart
ment on graduation. 11 A very effective means 
of silencing homosexuals. 

Come Graduation Day, and Mr Bi rd was as 
good as his word. All 500 graduates of Kel
vin Grove, including the quieter homosexuals, 
got a job, but not Greg Weir. 

Greg passed his course with credits, 
and also received a credit for his prac tea
ching - in a school where teachers, pupils 
and parents knew that he was gay. But he is 
still considered unfit to teach. 

The whole matter will be thrashed 
around in court, but Greg feels he has only 
a fifty/fifty chance of getting a job. 

Nationwide demonstrations were held on 
the 24th and 25th of March. It was all a 
nice little excercise in solidarity, where 
we all went round shouting "Ho Ho Homosex
ual 11. It made a few people aware of the 
barbaric conditions within the Education 
Department, but it still left Greg Weir out 
of a job. 

Addressing the demonstration in Syctiey 
Square, Mike Clohesy, another victim of the 
Department of Education, said that if gays 
became more political they would become a 
force to be reckoned with, and there would 
not be the sackings. Right on. 

YOUR SUPPORT NEEDED 

The Queensland Teachers' Union has refused to come out in 
support of Greg's case, because - in their own words - " it's 
too mupi of a hot potato"! 

So where does that leave Greg Weir and the thousands of 
homosexual trainee teachers and teachers in this country? 
Clearly in a situation of victimization, fear of reprisal, unde
fended, jobless and alone. 

Greg's case is not the first. We can.remem~r the recent 
cases of Penny Short, NSW trainee teacher (1974), and Mike 
Clohesy, NSW teacher (1975), who were victimized in like 
fashion. 

We must not dismiss Greg's case as being a product of "Joh 
Bielke-Petersen" or "Queensland". Greg's case is a litmus test 
for not only Queensland education, but for Australian educa
tion. His case has great significance for Australian lesbians and 
male homosexuals - and for the rights and welfare of trainee 
teacher students and all students throughout Australia. There 
has never been a test case in Australia of this kind. 

Your active support and committed involvement will make 
or break the teaching future of Greg Weir. The rights of 
homosexual trainee teachers, teachers and students are in your 
hands. The right of all people to employment is a basic one. 

The Australian Union of Students affirms: 

• the right of all people to enter and remain in educational 
institutions regardless of sexual preference; 

• the right of students to involve themselves in political 
activity; 

• the right of lesb!ans and male homONxuals to form groups 
in defence of their rights and for affirmation of the validity 
of homosexuality; 

• the right of all people to employment regardless of sexual 
preference; 

• that homosexual teachers have the right to express, and a 
necessary role to play in prnenting, alternative life styles 
within the education system. 



G R E G W E I R 

nv yo .. rself in this campaign. 
Contact the Australian Uni°'}._of Students in your 111119. 

Oueensland: Peter AnnNr (07) 3711611 
Tamania: Jude Ransom (003) 26 3535 
w.stem Australia: Jim Mylonas (092) 80 2284 
Sou1h Australia: Uyn Smith (08) Z17 4575 
New South Wales: Mary Perkins (02) 660 5051 
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As if life less 
Without a soul 
I am bearing against 
Torture of being 
Trying to bring forth 
Fe~lings unopposed 
In hope of greater understandfog 
But as I express 
I am mocked. · 
As if my mind does not exist 
As .if I should not exist. 
Sometimes I wonder if :it is worth the struggJe -. 
My being is not accepted here. 
I should therefore retum into-1 inmo 
And prepare for launching another time • . NEW TEACHERS COMMITTEE -----------

We have been advised that the NSW Tea
_chers Federation have set up a COITITiittee on 
Sexual Discrimination. It meets on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at Federation House, 
300 Sussex Street, Sydney from 4.30 9n. 
Only members of the Teachers Federation can 
take part in the work of this CofllTlittee, 

Jennifer. 26-10-'76 

and they should apply through their local 
Association in the normal way. 

POOF TE R BASHED· 
''I fell through a plate glass door", you say . 
trying to laugh through a face full of 

stitches. 
Poofterbashed. 

We would wish to urge all gay teachers 
to take advantage of this opportunity to 
inject some gay-oriented input•into this 
C01T1Tiittee, by taking an active part in the 
deliberations, or by writing their own sub
missions to this C0111Tiittee. 

The surgeon has sewn up the ev1dence 
left by a broken beer bottle 
some bastard .rrumied into your face 
after you left the bar. 
Poofterbashed. 
Why do you have to lie to me a dyke? 

ceci ly. 

An innovation in· 
Australian education 
School days, school days, 
good olNXiltschool days. 

canbat Sexism Kit 

School days, school days, good or sexist 
school days is the first ·publication in Aust· 
ralia that is a practical guide, for both 
teachers and students, for discussion of 
sexism in schools and society. Published by 
the Australian Union.of Students, the 192 
page Kit combines three books of articles, 
theories and resources with individual 
sheets, games and quizes designed for use 
in the classroom. 

Order-your copy now! 
Copies may be obtained from the Australian 
Union of Students, 97 Drummond St, Carlton 
3053. Price is $5 (plus postage); bulk orders of 20 
or more $4 (plus _freight); students $3.50 (including 
po1tagel. Postage per single copy is: Melb 75 cents; 
Vic country $1.10; NSW, SA, Tasmania $2.00; 
OuNnsland, WA $2.25. 

.... 
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Telecom. 
OUR BATTLES WITH TELECOM AUSTRALIA 

For many years we have tried to 
get our telephone cotD'lselling ser
vice - Phone-A-Friend - listed in 
the Sydney Telephone Directory, as 
we often hear how people had trou
ble getting in touch with us. But 
all the PMG would ever allow us to 
have was Campaign Against Moral 
Persecution (later CAMP Lobby) 
and of course most people wouldn't 
know how to find us under those 
names. 

Well, a new Directory is due 
soon, so last December we thought 
we'd have another bash at it, and 
push a little harder this time. So 
we applied for 3 extra entries: 
CAMP NSW, Phone-A-Friend (Homosex- _ 
ual Telephone Service), and Homo
sexual Information & Advice Ser
vice. 

Early January came the return 
letter: could we please supply our 
business name numbers (the regis
tration n11nbers- of business names) 
Since we are not a business, we 
wrote back and told them so. A 
deathly silence followed, so we 
rang them and asked what gives? 
Oh - eh - we referred them to 
Melbourne and they were all rejec
ted because 'they' felt we were 
adequately covered by CAMP Lobby. 

Traum.as 

That's how far we always got 
before, but now we were a bit more 
aggressive. "Who exactly in Mel
bourne ?" So we rang him and he 
promised to ask the "Approval Com
mittee" to review their decision. 
5 telephone calls later we were 
told that CAMP NSW could replace 
CAMP lobby, but the others were 
"too controversial" and could in
vite objections from "the pub 1 i c". 
Arguments that we could get into 
most newspapers brought the reply 
that 'people had the choice to 
refuse newspapers in their house 
but they could not refuse tele
phone di rectories' ! 

So we wrote a submission to the 
Minister for Posts and Teleco111T1un
ications telling him that we didn't 
think the decision by his Depart
ment was justified. We also wrote 
a small paragraph in our Newsletter 
to tell our members what was going 
on. Radio 2JJ picked it up, gave 
it some air-time and interview our 
Secretary, Mike Clohesy. They also 
tried to interview Melbourne Tele
com, but somehow couldn't get 
through! However, the following 
day Me 1 bourne actua 1 ly rang us to 
say that H.I. & A.S. had been 
approved, but Phone-A-Friend wasn't 
and would we now be satisfied, 
please. Of course we weren't - we 
sensed victory and weren't about to 
give up now! The ABC's This Day 
Tonight team had picked up the 2JJ 
story, did a brilliant interview 
with Mike at the Camp Centre and 
got us 7½ minutes of prime viewing 
time that night. They had also 
rung Telecom, and there the penny 
dropped - they had thought that a 
homosexual telephone service was a 
call~boy (note: bo*) prostitution 
agency! and they ad been too 
embarrassed to say so. It was then 
agreed to change the name to Homo
sexual Counselling Service, which 
seemed to soothe their sensibilit
ies. A check call a few days later 



yes, it was approved by all but the 
General Manager, and that should 
only be a matter of fonn. We 
thought of ordering a celebration 
cake. CRASH! A week later Melb
ourne rings- the G·.M. had refused 
to sign, so it was all off. No 
appeals would avail. Anger and 
gloom a 11 round. 

However, we had copied in Senator 
Arthur Gietzelt into all the corres
pondence, and he chose that time to 
ca 11 to en qui re how things v,ere 
going. He was told in detail and 
he said he'd call the G.M. and "ask 
a few questions" . A few days 1 ate r 
he called again and reported that 
the G.M. had told him all was app
roved, and what was a 11 the fuss? 
The Melbourne office later rung and 
stated it was approved, and even 
sent a letter confirming it all. 
Victory was official at last, but we 
still had to chase up the Directory 
people to correct a couple of errors 
that had 'crept' in. 

Whilst all this was going on with 
Telecom9 the Dept. of Social Sec
urity offered us a pl ace on the 
Help Reference Page (page 4) with 
no fuss whatever! \.A-to can plumb 
the bureaucratic mind. 

We learnt one ·important lesson: 
Non illegitimus carborumdum! 
Which is latin for "Don't let the 
bastards grind you down!" 

John Greenway 
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CAMP CENTRE 
a 

COFFEE SHOP 

• Open every night from 8 pm. 

• TV lounge, music, cards, chess, etc . 

• Executive Meeting every second Wednesday 
night at 8 pm • 

• Women's social night and discussion group 
every Wednesday night from 8 pm. 

• New Members' Night Fridays 8 pm. 

• Actions Group: every Monday night at 8 pm. 

33a Glebe Point Road, Glebe. 

(Near Broadway) 

Have You Read •.•. 

our Camp News Bulletin 

written by our very own journalist, 

Cecily Davis. 

Camp News Bulletin comes out every second j_ 

week. You can pick up a copy at the Club
rooms, 33A Glebe Point Road, Glebe. 

This gives you all the information about 
what has been happening and what are the 
future happenings. 

Pick one up and read it: it's worth it!! 



✓ 

.... _ 
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BLACK 
Towards the end of Noverrber last year, 

police began harrassing gay people who were 
meeting at a secluded area of Melboume _'s 
Blach Rock beach. 

The police went around posing as gays, 
following people and acting friendly, wait
ing for someone to say something incrimina
ting. 

They would then arrest their unsuspec
ting victims. They were even arresting 
people they thought were gay, even if they 
didn't have a shred of evidence. 

The crime corrmitted by the gays at 
Black Tock beach is that they got trapped 
and coerced by police into saying they were 
out to ~et other gays. The police admit
ted as much to the "Age". 

Then, overnight, the police changed 
their minds - or had their minds changed 
for them. Chief Secretary Dickie went on 
TV and denied the police were posing as ho
mosexuals ("They wouldn't do that sort of 
thing"). Then so did the Black Rock inspec
tors who spoke to the 11Age 11 the day before. 

The issue that the daily press didn't 
take up however, went beyond the police 
luring gays on - although that's bad enough. 
When gays didn't readily fall into the tra~, 
the police often persisted and forced writ
ten statements of "homosexual intent" out 
of them. They needed this to get a convic
tion for the "offence" of "loitering for 
homosexual purposes". 

ROC -K 
Lawyer~ who went to the trials and re

presented gays, pointed out the suspicious 
similarities in the written statements. , 
Gays who resisted signing statements were 
grilled for several hours, jostled, threat
ened with detention at Pentridge and publi
city in the newspapers. Many eventually 
broke doen and signed a statement under 
duress. 

As public sympathy went against the 
police, sections of the Melbourne media 
tried to make out that the police action 
was justified because 11 women and <Shildren 11 

had to be protected from "perverts 11
• The 

"Hera ld11 and the 11S·u, 11 trunped up interviews 
with local residents who sounded off about 
11the disgraceful way they carry on over 
there", even though nothing publicly offen
sive took place. They got reactionary hacks 
like Douglas Wilkie to say that gays are 
sick and had better shut up if they wanted 
to be 11tolerated 11 in our "plural democtatic 
soci ety 11 ! 

And their ultimate dirty trick was to 
publish th names of several of the men con
victed on loitering charges. 

The gay groups in Melbourne united in 
an unprecedented way to fight the defence 
campaign through. Acting together through 
the Homosexual Law Refonn Coalition, they 
organised media coverage, and two demonstra
tions on the beach. There was continuous 
publicity through Gay lib's weekly radio 
programmes on 3CR, 1eafletting o! _bars, 



dances and Black Rock beach itself - infor
ming gays of their rights and the Coalition 
campaign to get rid of the laws that make 
the persecution possible. 

The Black Rock campaign then phased 
into a broader campaign for the repeal of 
the anti-homosexual laws - and especially 
Section 18 of the SllTITlary Offences Act, 
which gives the police wide poofter-bashing 
powers. It can be used a~ainst lesbians 
too - but rarely is. 

At this stage the success of the law 
reform campaign is uncertain. A private 
member's Bill modelled on the 1975 South 
Australian legislation as been introduced, 
by Labor M.L.C. Mr Galbally. If passed, 
there would be no more Black Rock-style 
harassment, as it repeals the loitering law 
and renders the soliciting law innocuous. 
However it is rumoured that the Liberal 
Party will not let this Bill proceed any 
further, and will shortly introduce its own 
Bill. Our information is that the Liberal
sponsored Bill will raise the age of con~ 
sent to 18, and adopt the British "Consen
ting adults in private" model. If so, it 
will be worse than useless, as it leaves 
the anti-homosexual loitering and solici
t i ng laws intact. 

At the very leas~ we need equality 
under the law with heterosexuals - as in 
South Australia - and even then we won't 
be sure of getting equal treatment. 

by Gary Jaynes 
in Melbourne. 

T H E N I G H T S P O T 

Ours is a forest of stone trees 
Standing in the mists 
Of our loneliness 
Of our fear and enmity 
Our longing and confusion. 

Our alienation is complete 
With the sexy music 
And the acrid drifting smoke 
The dark cavities of searching 
Hiding the longing in our eyes . 

Blatant as butchers at a market 
The meat is felt and pinched 
Mouths droop in disappointment 
11 Is there nothing younger?" 
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The trooping buyers cry 
And the push is on again around, 
Around. 

Down the stairs they come 
A crowd of jaded macaws 
Mouthing and crowing 
Their gilded shrieks of laughter 
Palping and wafting 
The heaving foetid haze. 

And around and around she whirls 
The dizzy queen in se~uins 
And the erwnnous nose 
Her defence in ugliness, grotesque~ 
And hides a heart of gold 
Behind the paps full of willingness 

Her partner is drunk and shameful 

t 
to love .l 

He sees her, a good screw, a marionette 
And plays games to make her foolish 
Mauling her with lust blind hands. 
Promising manhood and a watery tumescence 
Treading on her feet, losing his way, 
Ends up dancing with another. 

Bored, disconsolate she sits 
And waits for dreams and rare impossi

bilities 
To come like visions through the smoke and 

noise 
To save her from drunkeness 
And further shame and a fate 
Worse than death . 

We move and talk like shadows 
In Charybdis 
Or ghosts that wander in the mists 
Of dawn 
Sitting on one another's tombstones 
Mouthing the ancient myths 
Of hope and love and friendship for eter

nity 
Kno\'ling full well that jonquils 
Bloom near graves and last 
For such a little time. 

And when all is said 
Our eyes wander restless as hawks 
Our wings brushing one another 
With impatience 
Longing to be unhooded and released 
Time is short and the harvest field 
Holds precious prey 
And the scyther moves forever getting nearer 
Bringing with each sweep 
The slaying of another day. 

Bernard Ni cho 11. 
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between women 
This record was made by a group of 
four women. Journalist and radio 
producer Pip Porter created the songs, 
with music and vocal backing from 
Libby Hunt. Freelance artist Cecily 
Davis designed the cover, and prod
uction and recording was by journalist 
and broadcaster Ros Bowden. 

It is hoped that this record will be 
enjoyed by a variety of Australian 
women - and indeed by men who have 
any understanding of the discrimin
atory attitudes expressed against 
women in this country. 

The record is available at: 

THE MUSIC SCENE Bondi 
FOLKWAYS Paddington 
SOFT UNION MUSIC Balmain 
READINGS RECORDS Carlton 
PIONEER BOOKSHOP Perth 

ALL FEMINIST BOOKSHOPS 

or by mail order from: P.O. Box 17, 
NORTHBRIDGE NSW 2063. Enclosing 
cheque for $2.50 to Between Women. 



dateline: minto 

(Five days of pure poetry brought to you 
in dull prose) 

By now you've probably heard the Min
to rave a dozen times, but in case you 
haven't, the Lesbian Festival was every
thing a good Lesbian Festival should be: 
a sort of cross between an e 1 on gated Sun
day school picnic and the Co11111onwealth 
Games. 

Sisters peddled in from all over 
the globe - from exotic spots like Mel
bourne and Parramatta, and in no time at 
all the place was full of dykes, bikes 
and babies. 

There were birds and trees and rocks 
and things, and about 200 wahines breath
ing in the fresh country air. It made 
quite a change from the ghetto atmosphere 
of Annandale. But then we are all entit
led to a little paradise. Sappho had it 
good, so why shouldn't we? 

viith all the dyke-baiting going on 
in the corrvnunity, it was a real luxury to 
be able to enjoy a few days of separatism. 
All the loveliness of the lesbian life
style with none of the oppression . It's a 
wonder people weren't pitching three bed
room brick homes instead of tents. 

We danced and swam and played karate 
and drank and swam. Some women even got 
around to the conference side of things -
good raves on lesbian mothers, Amazon 

Acres>spirituality and a whole Pandora's 
box of illuminating topics. 

The -Sri s bane push came clown with 
leatherwork and stylish feminist T shi r ts. 
There were books to buy, poetry readings, 
and an open air massage parlour on the 
grass. 

Nights were spent as nights should 
be spent, around a camp fire, dancing to 
music by Sheila. Even the mosquitos danc
ed . There was an impromptu concert where 
we were treated to readings from the Fol 
pamphlet on homosexuality. Robyn Plaister 
looked very pretty and ever so Frieda Brown 
in cherry red 1 i ppy, a smart ski rt, sens
ible shoes and a fetching Fol bonnet. 
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The festival did not revive us politi
cally - the s2mi-defunct lesbian/feminist 
movement is still in a shambles, but it 
has generated a greater sense of lesbian 
co11111unity. And there has been plenty of 
Minto madness in all the women's events 
which have happened since. 

ceci ly davi s. 
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married homosexuals -
should they be honest 
in marriage or not ? 

There is an old saying: "Time heals 
all wounds". Maybe this is so - in my case 
it has come out to a positive answer, with 
no regrets. To admit that you are gay in 
today's society can be a very harrowing 
experience if you let it be. However, for 
the first time in my life.feeling myself 
to be a complete person is so beautiful, 
it's beyond my own understanding and diffi
cult to put into words. So I don't try to 
work this out any more: I just enjoy living 
and being myself, and only hope that this 
article may help other people in deciding 
their choice of life-style. 

Eighteen months ago, after thirteen 
years of marriage, my sexua 1 ity that I now 
know I had suppressed all my life, broke 
loose with the most devastating emotional 
eris.is that I had ever encountered. With 
the help and support of PAF counsellors 
over a period of a couple of months I 
leamt to accept my feelings and also got 
the courage to try and make the decisions 
necessary for my wife, my family and myself. 
In making these decisions I only had two 
a 1 te rn at i ve s : 
1) to stay completely closeted, obtain for 

myself a 1 over somehow and 1 i ve a soci
ally acceptable existence in a deceit
ful guilt-ridden life, or-

2) be completely honest with myself and my 
wife, and try and pick up the threads 
of our marriage and make a go of a bad 
sitaation - if she was willing! 

It took me four months to make this 
decision and a lot of self-analysis, to 
weigh up the possibility of losing every
thing I had ever 1 oved: my wife and child
ren which were my main concem, my family 
and friends and lastly the material accom
plishments achieved throughout our married 
life. In the end I decided that I really 
had no alternative but to be frank and com
pletely honest with my wife, so with the 
support and advice I had received, I expl
ained the best way I could. 

. Mr wife was extremely shocked at my 
adm1ss1on but to some degree supportive· 
however in the next two weeks the reaction 
I was receiving from her deeply distressed 
me and it became quite evident that I had 
no altemative but to move out. The day I 
moved was so traumatic I can't begin to ex
plain: it was like the world had blown up 
1n my face. I could see me losing my child
ren, my home, even my employment if anyone 
was to. find out. The future seemed to hold 
nothing at all for ~e as even at that time 
I had not experienced my sexuality with any 
other male, and I was still uncertain as to 
my being gay even though all my instincts 
and emotions told me that I was. 

For some weeks following the separa· 
tion I was very depressed and felt so des
perate, unwanted, unloved and so very 
lonely that I could not believe this was 
happening to me. To go home to a dingy 
flat each night with no children around was 
the hardest thing to bear. But through all 
this emotional stress I had the complete 
back-up of three friends. and I owe most of 
my acceptance to these very wonderful people. 
They never wave red in their 1 ove, sup port 
and friendship which I could never fully 
understand as I had never experienced such 
sincerity. This was probably because I had 
always suppressed my emotions towards other 
people to stop me from being put in a vul
nerable position. Within three or four 
months life had taken on a completely new 
perspective, and for the first time in my 
life I was bubbling over with the new-found 
me and I wanted to shout it from the roof
tops. 

My only regret is the strain I have 
put my wife through, as I know she does not 
have the peace of mind that I have discov-



ered, but I am sure that in time this will 
eventuate. The emotional stress~ the uncer
tainty and insecurity she must feel for the 
future must be rather horrific, especially 
with the burden of raising two children. 
However through all this I believe that the 
decision I have made was correct, both for 
her and the children, and also for myself. 
For her, so she would be given the opportu
nity to re-marry, if she wished, to some 
man who could give her the love and emoti
ona 1 security I was unable to give. For me, 
so that I can be just me regardless of what 
the future brings forth. 

Was · I wrong to be honest? For my wife 
and children 1s sake I know I did the correct 
thing; for my own sake I can only hope I 
did. 

norm l awrence 

i 

-------

"Act11ally /'111 looking for Ms. Right." 
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Reflections on ONENESS. 
Those eyes I saw yesterday 
Were my father's 
The mouth my brother's 
A schoolfriend's hand 
Held the train's brass rail 
And in my fantasies 
I have slept 
With the composites 
Of my unfulfilled desires. 
My sister ' s hair 
Falls about a bus conductor's 
And he would do to fill 
Some comer of my dreams 
And then there are 
Those times when 
Nothing ordinary shows 
And I am cast upon the seas 
Of ancient memory 

face 

Yearning in my misty recognition 
And then I know 
Yes well I know indeed 
That Ancient Memory 1s me. 

Bernard Nicholl 
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AGING 
The stereotype of the lonely, old homo

sexual is one of the many anti-gay stereo
types we are constantly denying. We tend 
to -say that this is a myth of straight so- . 
ciety. We say that gay people can have 
long-lasting relationships, or perhaps we 
answer by saying, more to the point, that 
straight people get lonely and old, too. 
Yet, there is much too much truth to the 
idea that there are, in the gay coR1Tiuni ty, 
many people who are lonely and old. The 
question of the aging homosexual is a com
plex one, involving such questions as sex
uality, community, friendship, and money. 
I often wonder if the economic aspects of 
aging are overlooked when in fact they are 
the most important. 

One thing is certain: the experience of 
aging changes from generation to generati
on. Awareness of the process of aging tn 
the gay community is bound to become more .. 
acute as gay awareness itself intensifies. 
Some observations on aging, therefore, are 
very much i n order. 

I am now forty-four years old and have 
been working most of my adult life. As my 
salary increased, so did the cost of every 
other item, as well as taxes, in our in
flationary world. Therefore, I am able to 
save little money, if any, for my old age. 
And I happen to work in a field that does 
not pay you what you are worth -(no field 
ever does), offers no pensions, and is 
youth-oriented as is most of our society 
today. Since I know that I 1 11 never be 
able to afford to live on Social Security, 
I'll probably have to go on relief when I 
retire. In addition, my physical conditi
on is not the best, and I ask myself whe
ther I will even be able to work another 
twenty years. 

What of my lover? She will have a 
pension as well as Social Security if she 
can stick out the position she has already 
held for twenty years. But I am not eli
gible either for her rate of Social Secu
rity should she live, nor could I inherit 
her pension (as could a legal heterosexual 
spouse) should she die. (We might even 
have legal difficulties in inheriting any
thing from one another.) And so, while 
she may wish to retire comfortably, I 
would not be able to. Of course, even 
with her pension, she could not support 
both of us as she might wish to. 

However·, we are still better off than 
even older sisters who are now receiving 
sma 11 pensions or Socia 1 Security. Many 
are living alone on these small monies 
with few friends and sometimes with no fa
milies or lovers. ~ie, this generation, do 
not see them at the bars, dances, and oth
er events, because not only do they knm-1 
they are living in a youth-oriented coun
try where there is no place for them, but 
also they cannot really afford these soci
al activities. Sometimes, they are also 
physically unable to attend, and no effort 
has been made to reach out to them to fa
cilitate their presence at our community 
functions. Our youth (and I feel I am 
still youn9, until I see the 16-25-year
old grrup around) is what we thrive on. 
When t hat goes, we no longer have places 
to go where we will be welcome or comfor
table with our younger sisters. 



_ I want to try to make our sisters aware 
that we .must start now to help those who 
might need frien.dshi p or a he 1 ping hand 
right away, partly because not too far in 
the future, that is where I - and all of 
us - will be. We will be needing younger 
sisters to help us if it is necessary. And 
I also feel that the awareness of ageism 
is a very important consciousness level 
for us to reach in our growth as lesbian 
women. - To _be aware, to grow, to bring our 
total comn1.11ity closer together, we must 
give. a helping .hand or lend an ear to tho
se who have trave 1 led the path before us. 

Here are some of the practical things 
we can do. We .might start an incorporated 
nonprofit organization in which money 
(such as dues) would be invested to buy 
and run a 1 arge house where those who have 
no one and very little money can stay. 
Lesbians would be encouraged to· leave 
the money in their wills to the organiza
tion. Of course, this is a very complica- .. 
ted manoeuvre, but it is not impossible. 
Perhaps we could also set up ·a nationally 
coordinated pension plan to wf:tich interes
ted gays could contribute. 

But we need more than solutions to eco
nomic problems. We need social progranmes 
geared toward older gay ·people and their 
needs - that is, places where older gays 
can discuss their comnon problems. Some 
organizations, such as Gay Older Women's 
Liberation and the Gay Women's Alternative 
do exist, but they are much too far an~ 
few between, and although they reach the 
lesbian over thirty, they often miss the 
lesbian over sixty. We also need not only 
to open the regular gay liberation events 
to older lesbians but also to make an ef
fort to attract them by having facilities 
to deal with physical infinnities and by 
having flexible aanission fees to help 
those ·with fixed or limited incomes-. 

Natura 1 ly, we need more women and men 
to come forth to offer suggestions and · 
their talents 'in order to come up with 
workable solutions to the practical pro
blems of older gays. But right now, we 
also need all gay people of whatever age 
to raise our consciousnesses about the • 
plight of 01c1e·rgays. Only then can we 
help older g~ to help themselves and 
make a11. gay people, of whatever age, feel 
welcome, loved, and .a valuable part of our 
comnunity. · 

RfKI. 
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This article was printed in 'After 

You' re Out', a book of "Personal exper
iences of Gay Men and Lesbian Women", 
edited by Karla Jay and Allen Yotmg. 
It qas three basic parts: Identity 
and Life-style (Lesbian sexuality; Gay 
identity; Monogamy; Bi-sexual), Survi
val in a Hostile World (Coming Out; 
Hustlers; Lesbian Mother; Faggot Father; 
Gay Couples and Straight Law), Creating 
Commtmi ty ( Can Men and Women Work T6-
ge the r; Scrutinizing Gay Therapy; Fag 
Rag; info on VD; Alcohol ·and the Gay 
Commtmity). The book is published -by 
Links Books of New York, and available 
from the Feminist Bookshop, 204 Rowe 
Street, Eastwood. Phone 8583563. Th.e 
price last year was $5.35. 

N E U T E R E D 

Cat for company - roving rest 1 ess ly, 
Neutered, 
Neither one or other. 
That's how I feel, 
Moving from one world to another. 
Not yet left the old, 
Nor accepted in the new. 

Wi 11 I hover forever, 
With only a cat for company. 

Judy 
) 
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P 009. 
Country woman near TanMorth would · 

like to write to another woman to 
arrange ·a meeting. 
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ADVERTISING RATES. 

Personal ads: 5¢ per word; minimum 50¢. 
Use of box number : 50¢ payable by ad

tiser; three (3) 18t stamps to 
each reply. 

Commercial ads: 10, per word; $1.00 
minimum. 

Display ads: Send copy to Advertising 
Editor for a quote. 

BOX NUMBER REPLIES. Replies 
to box numbers must each be 
accompanied by three (3) 18¢ 
stamps and be addressed to: 

The Advertising Editor. 
CAMP INK, 
G.P .0. Box 5074, 
Sydney, NSW 2001. 
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BLOCK 
LETTERS 
PLEASE · 

I enclose: 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
CAMP LOBBY LTD for CAMP NSW. 

Name: ----------------------------------------------------
Address: --------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------Postcode---------

$ 15 - 1 year membership 
$ 7 - 1 year membership 
$ •• - Donati on. 

( wage-earner)* 
( non wage-earner)* 

* Cross out whichever 
does not apply. 

Cheques, postal notes or money orders should be made payable to CAMP Lobby Ltd, and 
marked NOT NEGOTIABLE. Send to The Secretary, CAMP NSW, Box 5074, GPO, Sydney 2001. 
Recei pts-will not be issued unless specifically asked for - your membership card 
will be mailed to you in acknowledgement of your fee . 
Enquiries: Secretary ( 02) 587- 8524. 


