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In his book "The Sexual Dilemma" Paul Wilson states that " ..... The mass 
media in Ausffalia have shown an almost inexcusable reluctance to discuss the issue; 
(of homosexual law reform) it is almost as though the media considered the subject 
something that should be swept under the carpet and forgotten .... " He then goes on to 
suggest that the media appears to be moving towards a more enlightened view of the 
topic. 

Our experience with the rnecHa since the formation of Camp Inc shows that this 
movement towards enlighte'ninent is very slow indeed. Some papers appear to be 
standing still or even moving backwards. This was made obvious to us when we 
attempted to get all three Sydney morning papers to report Camp 1 nc's challenge to 
the Minister for the Navy. · 

All three papers reported the dismissal of the five sailors on grounds of 
homosexual activities but only one ("The Australian") reported .our stand against 
the dismissals. 

"The Australian" in fact, has given Camp Inc coverage from the very start but . 
the other two papers have hardly given us a mention and have prevented us stating 
our point of view in their publications. This is difficult to excuse especially as the two · 
papers concerned are forever pointing out the virtues of democracy and the 
Australian way of life. They are continually on about free speech and the importance 
of agitating for change through the "proper channels" and they roundly condemn 
demonstrations. The two papers have consistently refused to give Camp Inc 
coverage. 

We can only assume that it is thefr official policy to do so. We must conclude 
therefore, that they are being hypocritical when they claim that freedom of 
speech is important to their concept of democracy. 

Perhaps, before we next condemn street demonstrators we should first condemn 
newspapers which will not allow free and open discussion of the issyes involved. 
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Introduction. 
Probably three of the most contentious areas in social 
reform are those of abortion, prostitution and 
:hom,o~exuality. In Australia, however, they are three 
topics which rarely become the subject of public 
debate, although in other Western countries·corisfrierabie 

•J'; . discussion is given to these issues. In Britain legislation 
has recently been passed co!_lsiderably liberalizing previous 
abortion an_d homosexuality laws. _Ab~rtion is now I~1c1!. 
under the Bill if any two physicians agree that one of the 
following might result from a continued pregnancy: -

(
2
1) The life of the. pregnant woman might be threatened; 

( ) Her physical or mental health inight be injured; 
(3) Any of her existing children might be injured 

mentally or physically; 
(4) A child born from the pregnancy might suffer from 

such physical or mental abnormalities as to be 
seriously handicapped. 

A distinctive feature is the inclusion of a risk to the physical 
or mental health of any existing children. This "social clause". 
as it was called during the parliamentary debate, allows 
consideration of overcrowding in a large family, of inadequate 
housing and of strain on the mother. Whether similar · 
legislation in Australia would receive the massive approval 
that opinion· polls showed the British public gave this legis
lation is one of the points discussed in this article. The 
present legislation in regard to abortion in Australiais, in 
general terms, that abortion is illegal under any circumstances 
except when the mother's life is in danger. 

Prostitution and homosexuality are two other activities 
heavily penalized by the law in this country, although both 
of course are practised widely in every city throughout 
Australia. The prostitute is a common sigh tin our major 
centres and prostitution continues to flourish despite legis
lation in all States which condemns soliciting on the part of 
the seller. Brothels, of course, are heavily penalized by the 
law. Such is the state of affairs in Australia that homosexual 
practices, even between consenting adult males, still 
constitute a criminal offence punishable by imprisonment. 
Whereas an unmarried man and woman can live together · 
without interference on the part of the police, sexual 
relations between two males (sharing a house, or under any 
other. circumstance) are punishable by imprisonment. What 
makes the anomaly still more unusual is that females are free 
to behave as they want, their sexual conduct being regarded 
as an entirely private matter. The legal situation for males is 
an unusual one, for in few other departments of life does the 
State regard itself as competent or justified to interfere with 
private arrangements made between two adult individuals 
sharing a home. 



fs tliere a climate ofpublic opini~n in Austritlia conducive 
to legislative change in the areas mentioned? In order to find 
out Australian attitudes on these issues the authors conducted 
a nation-wide survey. We not only wanted to obtain overall 
opinions. on attitudes towards abortion, homosexuality and 
prostitution, but also to gather fairly detailed data on 
precisely what sections of the community held what attitudes. 

Unfortunateiy, Australian sociai scientists badly lack public 
opinidn data of the type available to researchers in other 
countries. Certainly books previously written on Australian 
society have suffered from insufficient empirical evidence to 
back up some of the hunches about Australian national 
character and opinion expressed in them. 

The survey sampled opinion from 1045 informants, 550 
males and 495 females, throughout Australia. Interviewing 
was conducted by the Roy Morgan Research Organization, 
using strict probability sampling as the basis for selecting the 
sample. This requires interviewers to go to specified dwell" 
ings or people spread evenly over the por-- ;ation. Our 
stipulation was that the sample should include individuals 
over 16 and that the interviewing should be carried out at 
weekends so that men and women who work would be 
appropriately represented in the sample. Comparison of the 
data collected with latest census figures showed that the 
sample used in the survey was representative of the Australian 
public. Proportions of informants living in each State agreed 
with the census data and a breakdown of the religion and 
occupation of those interviewed tallied closely with national 
census figures. Interviewers presented to respondents cards 
on which were statements concerning the topics under 
investigation. Those interviewed had to say whether they 
agreed, disagreed or did not know their opinion concerning 
the issues. Interviewers also recorded comments made by 
informants about the topies. Detailed information was record
ed as to each respondent's occupation, income, education' 
level obtained, age of leaving school, religion and church 
attendance. 

No attempt is made to discuss all the findings from the 
study but only those which appeared to us to be significant. 1 

We will begin by presenting the results for each of the issues 
studied and end by discussing their social and legal implicat
ions. 
Abortion. 
The survey showed that a large majority of Australians 
considered abortion should be legal in certain circumstances. 
Sixty-four per cent disagreed with the statement Abortions 
should not be legal or allowed under any circumstances. Of 
the remainder, 27% agreed, 7% were unsure an·d 2% failed to 
answer the question. When respondents were asked to specify 
whether they thought abortion should be legal under certain 
circumstances, it was found that 60% thought it should be 
legal when the mother had been raped, 66% if her life was in 
danger and 53% when there was a danger that the childwould 
be mentally or physically deformed. However, only 19% · 
thought it should be legal when the mother was financially 
unable to support the child. 

When opinions were analysed in terms of the educational 
levels of the informants it was apparent that the higher the 
educational level obtained.the more one wanted change in 
existing laws relating to the issue. For example, it was found 
that 76% of those with tertiary educatio.n were in favour of 
legalizing abortions under some. circumstances, as against 
56%.of those who had only a primary education. Analysis by 
occupation and age of completing full-time education reveal
ed a similar trend. Since education and pccupational status 
are usual 'indices of social class, it could.'be assumed that 
those in the so-called higher classes took a more liberal view 
of abortion than those in the working class. 

· McGregor2 estimates that abortion is common in 
Australia, with between .60,000 and 90,000 abo.rtions ·being 
carried out.annually. He also states that abortion is readily 
.available to those of most social classes, but it would seem 
from the results of this survey that a considerable proportion 
of the working c;lass is morally opposed to abortion. · 

Religion, as could be expected, was an important deter
minant pf·opinion on this issue; 49% of Catholics thought 
that abortion should be made legal in certain circumstances, 
compared with 69% of Anglicans and 68% of those· of other 
religions or no religion. In Catholic doctrine, life begins with 
conception rather than birth, so abortion is considered as 
murder, yet nearly half of Australian Catholics were in favour 
of legalizing abortion under some circumstances. 
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A Newsweek3 survey of Amerfoan Catholic opinion 
showed that 58% opposed the legalization of abortion, While 
only 28% were in favour of it. Generally then, Australian 
Catholics were more liberal, at least in terms of wanting 
change in this particular law, than their American counter
parts. However, a possible explanation for the Australian 
Catholics' wide-spread disagreement with church doctrine is 
the fact that many Catholics are aware that abortion is not 
viewed in the same light by people of other religions, thus 
although they themselves would neve~ consider having. an 
abortion, they feel that the rights of the person should.be 
respected on this issue and that it should depend on the 
conscience of the individual rather than on the law. During 
the controversy concerning the abortion bill that was put to 
the New York State legislative committee in Mll.rch, 1967, a 
group of Catholic laymen published a statement of this 
nature, and from many of the comments given by informants 
in our survey it would seem that an opinion of this sort must 
be even more wide-spread amongst Australian Catholics .. 
Inglis4 gives a similar explanation for the high proportion of 
Catholics who thought desertion and adultery should be 
grounds for divorce. 

Further analysis of the opinion of different religious 
groups showed that only one-third of those Catholics who 
considered themselves strong churchgoers favoured the 
change in legislation,, while 50% of those who considered 
themselves only moderate church-goers were in favour .. Sixty
seven per cent of those who did not go ofteri and 79% of 
those who never went, wanted change in abortion laws. This 
trenp, though still present among Anglicans and people of 
other religions, was limited to differences of only a few per 
cent, indicating that either Protestant churches put little 
emphasis on the question of abortions, or, more probably, 
have little influence over the opinion of those who profess to 
belong to them. It is also relevant that a much larger 
proportion of Catholics (41 %) considered themselves strong 
church-goers than people of any other religion (6% of 
Anglicans and 16% of those of other religions). 

Although the differences in opinion between different age 
groups above were not significant, results tabulated by age 
and .sex of informants showed some rather interesting· 
differences. In the 16 to 25 age groups, 55% of men and 63% 
of women approved a change in legislation in .the 26-45 
group 65% of men and 71 % of women and in the 46 and over 
group 66% of men and 55% of women. Thus in the two 
younger age groups the women are much more strongly in 
favour of legalizing abortion than men, but in. the older group 
the position is reversed, with men considerably Ill ore in 
favour. While other interpretations of this data are possible, 
it is tempting to explain the differences in terms of the . 
general emancipation of women, which many social scientists 

· have observed occurring over the last two decades in our 
society. Certai:nly Abortion Reform would give the female 
more freedom than ever before. 
Prostitution. 
Forty-six per cent of the sample considered that prostitution 
should not, under any circumstances, be legal.Of the·remain
der, 45% disagreed, 7% were unsure and 2% failed to answer 

the question. Many of the peop1e ques-tforiedwho supported 
legalized prostitution expressed the view that, since prostit
ution goes on anyway, it is much better if it is legal and 
controlled. Others thought that that the legalization of 
prostitution would prevent or lessen the incidence of sex 
crimes, particularly rape, and also would reduce. the rate of 
socialdiseases. Those opposing change in present laws relat
ingto prostitution argued mainly on moral or ethical grounds. 

. Prostitution was for them against church doctrine, or just 
plain wrong. 

Analysis showed that the age of the informants 
influenced•their opinion on this question. Those in the 16-
25 age group had the low.est frequency of approval, 33%, 
compared with 52% of those in the 26,-45 group and 45% of 
those aged .46 and over. Certainly studies byKinsey5 and 
Ellis6 would suggest that the 26-45-year-old group ineludes 
those who most frequently associate:with prostitutes. 
Although no empirical studies of the Kinsey.nature have been 
conducted in Australia, our data suggests that the American 
age pattern would probably .exist in this country. . 

Kins1;1y,states that contacts, with prostitutes are most 
frequently had. by males :of the. lowest social levels. 7 However 
at least in Australia, it does not.seem to follow that males of 
lower social level approve more strongly oflegalized prostit
ution. There was no marked difference between.different 
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occupational groups, except that the total percentage of 
farmers and their dependants who approved of prostitution 
was considerably lower than the total for the population. 
Whether this is because farmers are inherently conservative 
on these matters, or because their access to prostitutes is 
obviously more difficult than for most other members of the 
community, remains to be seen. Opinion tabulated by 
education showed a slight decline in the percentage of 
approval in the lower educational levels, but not enough to 
warrant comment. Again using occupation and education to 
give some indication of socio-economic status, it would seem 
that approval of the legalization of prostitution is reasonably 
constant throughout different strata of our society. Certainly, 
the male-female difference was not as marked as could have 
been expected. Fifty-one per cent of men approved !he 
change in legislation, compared to 39% of women. Smee 
there, were more women who did not answer the question or 
who were unsure of their answers, the difference between the 
percentage of males who disapproved of the change (43%) 
and that of females (49%) was even less marked. 

Rehg1un alone had no marked effect on the agreement 
or disagreement with legalized prostitution, but church
going habits, regardless of religion, made a considerable 
difference. Only 34% of those who considered themselves 
strong church-goers were in favour of legalizing 
prostitution, compared to 43% of moderate. church-goers, 
50% of those who did not go often and 51 % of those who 
did not go at all. A combined analysis by religion and 
church-going also showed some marked differences, with 
the group showing the least approval being those who were 
strong church-goers of religions other than Catholic and 
Anglican. Only 28% of this group approved. 

Informants were also asked whether they thought 
prostitution, if they approved of it becoming legal, should 
be carried out only under government supervision, only by 
private enterprise, or by private enterprise under government 
supervision. Of those in· the sample who approved of legaliz
ing prostitution, 22% said only under government supervision, 
2% said only by private enterprise, and 58% said by private 
enterprise under government supervision.t Apparently 
Australians disapprove of complete governm.ent control in 
this activity, as they do with many other activities in society. 
However, most people wanted.some government supervision 
mainly, it appeared from the comments, for health reasons. 
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Homosexuality. 

Of the total sample of 1,045 informants, 22% agreed with 
the statement It should no longer be an offence for consent
ing males to engage in homosexual acts in private, 64% of 
the sample disagreed, 12% were unsure and 2% did not 
answer the question. Max Harris8 has claimed the .Australians 
think of the homosexual as if he were a mysterious, non
human, immoral aberration from outer space. Our study did 
not specifically aim to discover the truth or otherwise of 
this statement, but indications from it are that Harris' 
contention is not far wrong. Certainly a much larger proport
ion of the population oppose. the liberalization of laws to 
homosexuality than those relating to abortion and prostitut
ion. Further, comments made by a large proportion of the 
sample would indicate that the Australian has little time for 
the homosexual. Many said that homosexuals should be 
whipped severely, while others, more kindly perhaps, only 
suggested a long prison sentence, and generally the feeling 
was that homosexuality was unnatural and something in 
which a full-blooded Australian male didn't indulge. The 
small minority who considered that homosexuality between 
consenting males should be legalized usually justified their 
opinions on the ground that it was a matter completely 
personal to those involved and that it should be in no way 
concerned with the law. 

Contrary to what we expected to find, there was not a 
direct relationship between liberalizing legislation concerning 
homosexuality and age. Twenty-four per cent of men in the 
16-25 age group thought it should be lega1

1
compared to 30% 

in the 26-45 group, but only 15% of those of 46 and over 
held this opinion. The differences in opinion between men 
and women on this question were not significant. Twenty
three per cent of men agreed as against 20% of women. The 
age pattern that emerged in the analysis of the opinion of 
the males was also found in that of females; with the 
percentages slightly lower throughout. 

Education had a strong influence on the way in which the 
question was answered. Of those with tertiary education 48% 
thought that homosexuality should be made legal, compared 
with 23% of those with secondary education and only 9% of 
those who did not go beyond primary school. Those in the 
higher occupational groups also·showed much greater 
approval towards the suggested change. Forty-five per cent 
of those in the professional groups were in. favour of it, 
compared to 16% of labourers and unskilled workers. The 
working man's intense.distaste towards the homosexual 
come out vividly in the comments given. These results show 
that homosexuality, as well as abortion and to a lesser · 
extent prostitution, are much more tolerated among the 
upper occupational levels of Australian society than the 
lower. 

A very large percentage of farmers was against the legalis
ation of homosexuality and this, combined with the trends 
shown due to.education, provides an explanation for the 
differences between the states on this question. Queensland 
lagged behind the other states on their acceptance of homo
sexuality. The Queensland sample had a much lower standard 
of education than the southern states and a higher rural 
proportion in its structure. Those living in provincial or rural 
towns are significantly less likely to approve legislation 
sanctioning homosexuality than those in large cities. Overall 
figures for each state show that in Queensland only 12% 
favoured the change, compared with between 22 and 27% in 
sou them areas. 

Finally, religion made no major difference to the number 
who approved the legalization of homosexuality. C'hurch
going, though, made a slight difference, with 20% of strong 
church-goers approving, 17% of moderate church-goers, 21 % 
of those who did not go often and 33% of those who never 
went. Further analysis showed that 23% of Catholics who 
CQnsidered themselves.strong church-goers were in favour of 
the change, while only 12% of those Catholics who consider
ed themselves moderate church-goers approved. The figure 
rose again for those who e.ither did not go often or never 
went. Although the Catholic Church has always regarded 
any sexual behaviour which occurs outside marriage as 
abnormal, the homosexual issue is not as directly connected 
with church dootrine as that of abortion or prostitution, so· 
the differences due to religion could not be expected to be 
<l!l lllA@i.l.1.9 as they were on these questions . 
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Conclusion. 
The opinions expressed in response to the survey cannot be 
taken as a moral evaluation of the subjects discussed. The 
fact that a woman thinks abortion should be legal in certain 
circumstances does not necessarily mean that she herself 
would consent to having an abortion under these circum
stances. The generally broad-rninded attitudes, at least in 
regard to prostitution and abortion, suggest that experience 
in living in a free and religiously plural society make Austral
ians believe that certain decisions should be entirely up to the 
individ_ual. A large percentage of the public, in other words, 
considers that the law should not prescribe any action as 
illegal in the making of decisions in these areas. 

McGregor's description of this country as a puritan nation 
in which a considerable amount of promiscuity and sexuality 
exists beneath a puritan sense of morality - a view which 
many other writers.of Australian society have expressed -
would seem to be in one sense untrue. More than half the 
public wants abortion legalized under some·circumstances, 
and almost half says that prostitution should be legal. 
Either the population in unaware of its own opinion on 
these topics, and does not realize the number of people who 
would vote for change in these two fields, or there is a 
general inertia and reluctance of pressure groups in the 
community to push for change in existing legis1' tion. 
Possibly both of these factors contribute to th. lack of 
action. It is probably. also true 'that few people would want 
to be atnong the first to start a move for the legalization of 
prostitution and abortion unless their anonymity could be 
preserved. Certainly a move tQ reform in any of the fields 
studied here would meet with strong opposition from 
churches and many other pow,erful institutions in society. 
These facts combined with the view that Australians, particul
arly the younger ones, tend tq have a limited interest in the 
government of their country, would make a prognosis for 
rapid social change.iil'these ~eas rather doubtful. 

Two rather paradoxical p9ints concerning the Catholic 
Church also .emerge from this survey. One is its influence 
over members and the other is the dissension among its 
adherents; The results show qlearly that the Catholic Church 
has, relative to most Protestant churches, a much stronger 
influence over its members o~ the issues studied. To .begin 
with, 41% of Catholics consiger themselves strong church
goers, compared with a meagre 6% of Anglicans. The 
influence of doctrine is most noticeable on the results of the 
question on abortion. Sixty~{ive per cent of the strong 
church-goers in the Anglican <;::hurch approve, as against 79% 
who never go to church. For (:atholics the same percentages 
were 34% and 79%. Thus the closer they are to the heart of 
the church, the more powerfµl its influence. The Anglican 
Church, on the other hand, shows no such startling difference 
among its genuine and nomir\;u adherents. Again, this is not 
surprising. Many Australians ;excuse themselves from the still 
limited, and socially unaccept,able, ranks of those who have 
no religion by claiming adhe~ence to the Church of England, 
thus increasing its numbers tp make it the most numericallv 
powerful religious body in the census reports. 

It still remains a point of no small interest .that such 
dochotomy exists inside the Catholic Church. Since well 
over two-thirds o_f those who held the Catholic faith were 
either strong or moderate church-goers, it is unlikely that 
this is due simply to ignoranc,e of the doctrine. This is even 
more unlikely considering the recent controversy here about 
the use of oral contraceptives, which are still officially 
opposed by the Catholic Church but violated both in 
attitude and practises by ma11,y of its members. _It is possible 
to argue that many of these Catholics feel that this should 
be a matter best left to the discretion of the individual rather 
than one in which the State ot Church has the at1thority to 
prescribe rules; that although half of the Catholics consider 
.it should be legal,they would not consider it right for them
selves or their families. While ni:>t denying that a large 
proportion of Catholic liberalism in these matter is due to 
this type of explanation, it is al~o true that, as many of the 
comments in the surv1;y showed, there is a trend towards 
individual freedom among Catholics and growing 
impatience for the current rulings of the established 
institutions - a desiie to shape 'their own sexual destinies. 

The fact that the number of women who approved the 
legalisation .of both abortion arid homosexuality .was almost 
the same as the number of men, ,ind that the difference on 
the question of prostitution war.not outstanding, considering 
the number of women who were not sure of.their answers to 
this question, casts serious _doubt.on the often-given myth 
that Australian women lag behind the men in their attitudes 
to such controversial issues. Many women, in fact linked up 
a liberal opinion on these questions with the general 
emancipation of their sex, particularly in terms of their own 
personal freedom. 
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~the questfon o(abortion · Australia seems in general to 

be ready to follow the British example. Ignoring political 
questions and pressure group activities, it would seem likely 
that the recent British legislation would probably be fairly 
widely accepted here, with the exception of the social clause 
Similarly, on prostitution almost half of the population were 
in favour of legalization, preferably with some government 
supervision. However. on the question of homosexuality less 
than one-quarter of the total population thought it should be 
made legal.This is probably because of the fierce traditional 
antipathy of Australians towards homosexuals, based perhaps 
on a widespread misunderstanding and lack of sympathy for 
the. problems of those. who practise it. Certainly the drug 
addict and the alcoholic are receiving increasing sympathy 
from the popu~ation at large,9 partly due to more recent 
publicity on the nature of these illnesses. Further, one 
suspects a more self-centred reason why Australians generally 
support changing abortion and prostitution laws but not 
homosexual ones. The legalization of abortion would no 
doubt make life easier for a great many A11stralians, either 
directly or indirectly; similarly, the legalisation of prostitut
ion would benefit many. B.ut the legalisation of homosexual
ity would be of benefit only to homosexuals and they are 
not numerically strong enough to sway the total population 
in their favour. There is also probably a general fear on the 
part of the public that making it legal will make the incidence 
of homosexuality spread, althOllgh this theory has been 
disproved by the University of Utrecht's thorough study of 
the incidence of homosexuality in Holland.both before and 
after it was legalized. 

It is of interest to note that·on questions of homosexual
ity, abortion and prostit11tion at least, the move towards 
change.in the law will probably come from-the sercalled 
middle-aged group -: those betwee11 26 and 45 - rather than 
from the younger members·of society. This group was much 
more in favour of liberalising legislation than other age 
groups, as shown by their attitudes towards pros.titiJtion, and 
slightly more liberal in its views on homosexuality. It 
appears then that if there is going to be_ a social revolution 
in these matters in Australia, it will be one revolution where 
the impetus does not co.me from the ''.newgeneration". 

Finally, the question has to be asked whether a courageous 
Parliament which legalized abortion, prostitution and.homo
sexuality tinder certain circumstances would_.alienate a solid 
voting section of the electorate and thus perhaps •commit 
political suicide. One, of course, can only speculate about 
the social effect of such a move; but otir contention is that 
this would not happen; Statistical analysis of the data 
_revealed that the same type of people did not line up on 
each of these issues in the same way, 10 and therefore there 
would not be a solid block of voters united by their bitter-
ness towards the three liberal laws. In fact, the division of 
opinion within and, more importantly, between each of . 
these issues woud support the common sociological view that 
some degree of cleavage is necessary in order to achieve 
.stability in society. Certainly the recent British legislation 
relating to homosexuality and abortion appears to have had 
little political effect either in the form of opposition parties 
wanting to reinstate previous legislation or in the emergence 
of numerically and vocally strong pressure groups. 
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JESUS CHRIST - A Sexual Person? 

LAUD HUMPHREYS 

Reverend Laud Humphreys served ten years 
as an Episcopal minister. Presently, he is Associate 
Professor of Criminal Justice at the State 
University of New York. A controversial man, 
because of his deep convictions about the humanity 
of man, Dr. Humphreys is presently under 
indictment by a Federal Grand Jury on the charge of 
destroying government property (a photograph of 
PresidentNixon at a draft board demonstration), 

The rece.nt announcement that Hugh Montefiore 
has. been made a Bishop in the Church of England 
reminded me of the stir a few years back when that 
noted Anglican theologian suggested in a sermon 
that Jesus may well have been a homosexual. I 
once had a parishioner leave a congregation because 
I noted that Jesus was a Jew - and the widow of the 
founder of a major oil company cancelled her pledge 
because I mentioned "sexual intercourse" in the 

. pulpit - so 1 ·can well imagine the reaction of 
churchmen to the hints of that prominent cleric 
that Jesus just might have been gay! 

The Church has always suffered from a number 
of hang-ups over the human nature of the God-man 
it worships. Every heresy in Christian history has 
been the result of the more powerful, victorious 
(and thus "orthodox") party's insistence that the 
losers were placing too much emphasis on either the 
humanity or the divinity of Christ. On the whole, 
those who stress the divine nature of Jesus have won 
the historical struggle. Thus the liturgic,?!. year of the 
more orthodox churches devotes only about three 
months to celebrating the Lord's earthly life. 
Lifewise, popular liturgical art tends to surround 
him with a halo and clad him in glistening garments 
or ecclesiastical robes. 

Jesus as a completely human being has generally 
proved too embarrassing for Christians to contemplate. 
Every "reform" movement from Seventeenth 
Century puritanism to modern Catholicism has tried 
to rip his naked, human body off the cross. "Proper" 
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In Viewpoint we intend to raise conti&versial issues. 
If you wish to raise some issue or if you agree 

or disagree on the issue raised, please let us hear from 
you. 

With your help Viewpoint will f/ecome an 
exciting and important monthly featl!,re. · 

congregations avoid discomfort by using a:fin~ly 
polished brass cross (preferably engraved wHh ~aster 
lilies) as the focal point for worship. Even''where the 
crucifix is used, they clad the corpus in a .loin cloth. 
This latter practice may be a merciful one;,for,w~re 
the Chu.rch's official teaching to be believed his penis 
would surely have atrophied for lack of use by the 
age of 33. ? J\t · 

Of course, at this season of the year, it .i~ qui!e 
acceptable to portray the infant Jesus, per\.i:$ cir.id all, 
safely sheltered in his mother's arms. Babies, after 
all, are thought by all but the most thoroughly 
jaded Freudians to be sexually innocent creatures. 
In the years of my par.ochial ministry, I used tq · 
shock people by suggesting that the doctrine of 
the incarnation necessitated our recognizing that 
"the God we worship wet his pants, defec;:ated, and 
had to have his diapers changed". Had I proceeded 
with the logical extension of this central, Christian 
doctrine to proclaim that Jesus masturbated as a 
teenager, my active ministry would never have lasted 
ten years. 

The trouble for Christians is that this dpctrine 
of "the whole and perfect human nature" of Jesus, 
that he was made "very man," is essential to their 
teaching. Other religions have gods and holy men -
but they don't have a God who was (is) also 
completely human. That, supposedly, is the point 
of Christmas, the birth of God in human flesh. The 
Christian's God, and his human example, 11re one 
person. 

Such beliefs are easy to mouth - as in the creeds -
and even easier to sing in the form of Christmas 
carols; but their implications are so unpalatable 
to the pious as to cause all but the m.ost earthy 
Christians to dilute their religion into un- · 
recognizable pablum. In a delightful book, now out 
of print, Geddes MacGregor predicted that bythe 
Twenty-First Century, Christians would have turned 
to "Narcissistic Shintoism", leaving the practice 
of incarnational Christianity to a few outcasts left 
residing in the "underworld". At the time 
MacGregor wrote Letters from a Christian Ghetto, 
the President still risked running into some. realistic 
religion by attending church services. Nixon gw1rds 
against su,ch dangers by allowing only those lik(;) 
Norman Vincent Peale and Billy Graham, who will 
be certain to preach only what he wishes to hear, 
to grace the White House Chapel. Can you. 
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imagine Spiro Agnew, standing in the midst of his 
Episcopal parish, professing belief that Jesus, 
besides being born of the Virgin Mary, "engaged.in 
sexual expression, was crucified as a criminal, 
etc ...... "? · 

From St. Paul on, the standard Christian 
cop-out on Christ's sexuality has been to insist that 
Jesus was "the perfect man" and that perfect men, 
although tempted, don't entertain lustful thoughts, 
much less do anything about them. Paul, you 
remember, was troubled about a certain "thorn 
in the flesh" and used to beg Jesus to take it away. 
The Lord's answer was: "My strength is made 
perfect in weakness". Without entering into an 
exegetical hassle over that particular series of 
encounters, permit me to express the opinion that 
Paul was the closet queen most influential in 
corrupting what had the beginnings of i: 

perfectly good religion.' Paul is the one who 
urged Christians to put on "the breastplate of 
righteousness", and I point out in Tearoom 
Trade that closet queens have been doing just 
that ever since: Since Paul's time, the ideal of 
Christian perfection has been denied to anyone 
who failed to keep it in his pants. 

It is beyond my present intention to provide 
a lengthy account ot'the bloody history of the 
Church's treatment of homosexuals. Somewhere 
in the early Medieval mind, homosexuality, 
heresy, and witchcraft became linked up 
(just as today's Middle American mind 
equates a hip life-style with Communism and 
free love), so anyone labeled with one of these 
characteristics was punished for all three. 
The Albigensians, who taught that gay 
relationships provided a good way of avoiding 
reproduction while awaiting the Second 
Coming (no pun intended), were 
exterminated. They were supposedly Bulgarians 
in ethnicity, which is where the British got 
the word "buggery". Since the writings of 
such heretics were burned along with their 
bodies, it is difficult for us to know whether 
they ever harbored the impression that Jesus 
was gay. 

THE GOSPEL EVIDENCE 

Unless severely brainwashed by the Church, 
a student of the Gospels might conclude that 
Jesus, if not actively gay, at least gave evidence 
of homosexual feelings. The Fourth Gospel, 
supposedly written by John, states 
repeatedly and quite pointedly that John was 
the disciple "whom Jesus loved" and who sat 
with his head resting on Jesus' chest at the 
Last Supper. This same Gospel repprts that, 
while dying on the cross, Jesus coiii!tnitted his 
w.idowed mother to John for safe-keeping. 
It seems logical that one might well transmit 
this sort of responsibility to his lover. With 
no hint of jealousy, but in explicit terms, John 
also reports that Jesus loved Mary and Martha 
of Bethany, along with their brother, 
Lazarus. Indeed, his tearful display at the tomb 
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of Lazarus caused the Jews to remark: "Behold 
how he loved him!" , 

In the Gospel according to Mark, it is noted 
that Jesus, beholding the rich young man, "loved 
him". Jesus also asked this y9ung man to give 
up all his wealth and follow him, but that one 
loved his possessions more than he did Jesus. 

The obvious retort to one who places any 
emphasis on these particular loves of Jesus is, 
"So what! Christ was an exceptionally loving 
person. He loved everyone". Yes, but that is 
precisely the point: the Evangelists agree that 
he manifested great love toward all sorts of 
persons; nevertheless, only in regard to those 
five mentioned above was it made explicit 
by the authors of the Gospels that Jesus 
"loved" them. 

Now it is possible to claim that Christ's 
love for these three men and two women was 
completely chaste. When exposed to them, he 
may have evoked five quick Hail Marys, run 
twice around the block, and taken a cold 
shower. His biographers certainly gav~ no 
indication that he reached orgasm wit'h any of 
the five; a,nd we may be certain th,at, had 
John gone into any greater detail about the 

·i•:. thing between him and the Master, the 
- •, Church's later editors would have censored it. 

Regarding strictly internal evidence in the New 
Testament, then, the sexual life of Jesus (along 
with a number of other aspects of his 
biography) is left in doubt. It doesn't require a 
dirty mind, however, for one who approaches 
the Gospels like any other biographical 
account to surmise that he may have 
engaged in some erotic activity with persons 
of both sexes. 

It is precisely because the Church claims 
to be the official source of scriptural 
interpretation, that the evidence seems 
weighted in favor of at least some ambi-sexual 
activity in the Lord's life. The Church insists 
that he was completely human - with a fully 
human personality. Albert Ellis and a number 
of other authorities on personality express doubt 
that full development of personality can be 
achieved without some sexual expression. In 
recent criticism ,of the Report of the . 
President's Commission on Pornography, Dr. Spock 
insists that some repression and sublimation of 
sexual instincts is essential to the development 
.of civilization. Few of those who agree with 
him however would recommend total sexual 
abst,inence fo; those who would enjoy mental 
health. 

In the light of modern social science, it may 
be concluded that Jesus must have enjoyed 
some interpersonal, sexual relationships, complete 
with orgasm, if he can be said to have share~ 
fully in human nature. If, as the Church claims, 
he is the prime example of the healthy, whole, 
human personality, he cannot have fought 
off erections all his life. The Gospels, I think, 
provide fair indication with whom (if not 
specifically how) he engaged in sexual activity. 



THE TEACHER AND HIS BOYS 

For external evidence about the sexual 
life of Jesus we must look to the historical 
context of his ministry. The political rule of 
his time was Roman, the religious context was 
Jewish, but the cultural ethos was a Greek one. 
A handful of Jewish youth (St, Paul was one) were 
admitted to education under the great scholars 

. in the Temple of Jerusalem. For most youngsters, 
however, the only means of education was 
provided by itinerant teachers who wandered 
from village to village, picked out the boys who 
showed promise, and called them to follow, 
submitting to their educational discipline (thus 
the word, disciples). Such roving bands of a 
master and his dozen discipl ,s, living off alms 
begged from town to town, were common during 
the centuries of Greek cultural dominance. 
Always on the move, they were educated in 
direct experiences of comparative geography, 
history, customs, philosophy, architecture, 
political science and the finer points of the art 
of loving. We get some idea of the curriculum 
from reading of one such school that Socrates ran. 

These schools had certain features in 
common: the teacher was usually a rather 
articulate and charismatic individual (how else 
could he have recruited pupils, there being 
no such devices of legitimation as Ph.D's or 
teaching certificates?); the group always had a 
scribe to take lecture notes (Matthew probably 
served that function for Christ's disciples) to 
which others had access for review and later 
exercises in writing; there was an alms-keeper 
(Judas) who kept the group fed and clothed; 
the pupils were almost always in their early 
teens, because most older men were tied to the 
responsibilities of raising a family (Peter was 
probably the oldest of Jesus' boys); it was not 
uncommon for a few women to follow the group, 
attending to some of their "physical needs". 
Finally, because homosexual love was thought to 
be a higher form of love than the "merely 
physical" relationships between men and 
women (they had yet to learn of Women's Lib), 
the teacher generally illustrated this 
philosophical point by selecting a lover from 
among his disciples. That may wel.1 have been 
John's function. 

As Harvey Cox points out in a recent issue 
of Playboy, Jesus was a pretty radical sort of 
teacher, concentrating on issues of social justice, 
combined with a liberal education in theology 
and the healing arts. The closest analogy to his 
school in our time would be a teenage group of 
radically-oriented hippies, participating in an 
itinerant sort of Free School. Like Socrates before 

• him, Jesus was executed for teaching sedition and 
heresy, along with corrupting the nation's youth. 
There are always plenty of Martha Mitchells 
around to point accusing fingers at "those 
professors who are the source of all our problems". 

My advice to the reader who wants a better · 
understanding of Jesus, including his sexual life, 
would be to reread the Gospels with the above 
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pedagogical context in mind. Then discard 
everything else (except the Acts of the 
Apostles) from the New Testament. What the 
modern gay person, or the ambi-sexual swinger, 
should find is the story of a man and his 
disciples with whom it is very easy to identify. 
You may also conclude that The Rev. Troy Perry ~ 

and his congregations are about the only 
Christians left who are free enough to identify 
with the Lord as did his early followers. 
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You wouldn't read about it.. ......... but we did on 

if he had called fo the helicop.ters. ~ut it's 
unlikely that the possibility of terrorism would be 
dismissed. We're bound to hear soon that 
homosexuality is a communist plot aimed at 
subverting the morals of Australian youth. January 25th, in the three Sydney morning 

newspapers. Five sailors were kicked out of the 
Royal Australian Navy for homosexual activitie_s. 

The reports in the Sydney papers were 
practically identical, stating simply that the Navy 
Minister, Mr. Killen, had confirmed that the men 
were dismissed as "unsuitable" and he was quoted 

The details of the "depraved" activities were 
not elaborated upon. It is hard to believe that 
the Navy is ignorant of the widespread 
homosexual activities within it. So why single .., 
out and punish these five men. There must be 
more to the dismissals than was reported. 

as stating that "the activities could be described only 
as quite depraved". 

This is the type of incident which happens in 
many institutions, not just the Navy. It is 
official policy to hide the common The report in the "Australian" was rather 

amusing. The report of the dismissals and another 
report about a fire in a Saigon slum were ,:onfused, 
so that the dismissal story finished with Military 
helicopters dumped loads of foam on to the 

occurrence of homosexual activities. The public 
is led to believe that such activities are rare. 

flames which leapt hundreds of feetinto the air. 
There was no indication terrorism was involved 

It is then used as grounds for dismissal when 
the real grounds would shock the public and 
result in a far greater scandal. 

In an attempt to establish the actual grounds 
for dismissal we wrote the following letter to 
Mr. Killen and also sent a copy to Mr. Whitlam. 
We have not yet received replies . 

in the outbreak." 
Indeed from Mr. Killen's reported emotional 

over-reaction it would not be at all surprising. 

The Hon. D.J. Killen, M.P;. 
Minister for the Navy, 
Parliament House, 
Canberra. ACT, 2600. 

Dear Sir,_ 

The Campaign Against Moral 
Persecution (C.A.M.P.) strongly 
condems the' dismissal of five sailors 
from the R.A.N. for homosexual 
activities. 

You are quoted (The Australian, 
25.1.1971.) as describing the 
activities of the men dismissed as 
"quite depraved". Accepting that the 
"swift application of the_procedurtJs 
available' , was carried out correctly 
and without irregularity, your 
choice of words in describing an 
administrative procedure nevertheless 
indicates an emotional approach 
disturbing in a person responsible 
for the Navy. The preaching of a 
particular moral system lies outside 
this responsibility and arguments 
which would be quite proper (even if 
unacceptable to many) in a 
discussion of homosexuality are 
improper when used to justify a 
particular naval administrative 
procedure. 

Investigations have shown quite 
unambiguously that wherever people 
are placed in environments which 
deny their usual sexual expression 

· such as goals, single-sex schools and 
the armed services·, homosexual 
activity becomes a common 
occurrence. These activities should 
be recognised not as being 'depraved' 
but- as a natural outlet of sexual 
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expression. The Navy, more than any 
other branch of the armed services, 
places healthy, virile young men into 
such an artificial environment, 
explaining the popular and 
substantiated reputation of wide
spread homosexual activities. 
This produces the paradox that men 
are placed in a situation which 
encourages homosexual 
experimentation and are punished 
for it. 

It is also clear from research that 
men in such a situation who indulge 
in homosexual activities as a 
substitute for heterosexual activities 
are not homesexuals. When released 
from the deprived environment they 
return to exclusive heterosexual · · 
activity. 

The dismissal of the five men on 
grounds of homosexual activities . · 
could well result in their being 
labelled as homosexuals by society; 
they will probably experience 
discrimination against them for the 
rest of their lives, will have great 
difficulty in gaining satisfying 
employment and might well be 
driven to seeking out a sub-culture 
which will not discriminate against 
them, namely the homo.sexual sub
culture, and thus become 
exclusively homosexual. 

Campaign Against Moral Persecution, 
Box 5074 G.P.O., 
Sydney, N.S.W. 2001. 

January 25th, 1971. 

The dismissals raise the further 
point of why homosexuals should 
be seen as unsuited for the armed 
services, Some homosexuals may 
not be fit for duty in the armed 
services - just as some heterosexuals 
are not, but this does not mean that 
homosexuals are unfit as a class. · 
The homosexual is as innately 
qualified to serve his or her 
country as is the heterosexual. 

The Campaign Against Moral 
· Persecution maintains that there 
is no evidence of the efficiency 
of the Navy suffering from homo
sexual activities within it. 

My society would be grateful, 
· Sir, for a reply on three specific 
questions: 
a. do you recognise and admit 

the occurrence of wide-
spread homosexual activity 
in the Navy, both of 
homosexuals and hetrosexuals'? 

b. is the present dismissal of 
these five men an attempt 
to combat this? 

c. is .there any evidence that the 
efficiency ot the Navy 1s 
impaired by homosexual 
activity? 

Yours respectfully, 

John Ware, 
Co-founder of C.A.M.P. 



I 

~ex c§lppeal • the financial report· 

David Williamson, Business Manager 

The activities of Camp Inc to date have produced 
a very favourable financial state. Money from 
membership $950, profit from the party $200, 
donations $279, the book service $18 and 
advertising $34, more than r,ffset the expenditures 
of postage $217, office eqc1ipment $66 and the 
cost of the journal, about sixty dollars an issue 
or one hundred dollars including postage. 
The excess of funds so far is approximately 
$1000, which would pay for ten more editions 
of thejournal even if no more members joined 
or made donations. So that if the organisation 
were to continue with the present activities, 
we would not run into debt. However, if we are to 
pursue our primary aims of changing social 
attitudes towards homosexualty and help those 
homosexuals who are in need of help, we need 
to extend our activities to include discussion 
groups, seminars and pay for spokesmen. to 
attend conferences to put forward our points of 
view. All these activities cost money. The most 
pressing need in Sydney, at the moment, is the 
securing of club rooms. 

Already donations have been very generous, 
as mentioned, and specific donations in the form 
of the business cards and the advertisement in 
the "Australian" had been made. Despite this, 
I took the. advantage of last Saturday's general 
meeting to. launch a rent appeal. I asked for 
thirty people to donate two dollars a week for 
a year to guarantee the rent of du brooms, 
(until we got on our feet). In return for their 
generousity these members would be granted 
life membership. They need only survive 
another twenty years at the present membership 
rate, to make a profit. Life membership 
badges will be made for these members when 
they have paid their year's rent. Most are opting 
.to pay monthly in advance, so should have a 
lovely badge by St. Valentine's day '72. 
Although the general meeting would not 
have boasted the full Sydney membership, 
twenty~six members joined the appeal. lfyou 
were unable to attend, but would like to help 
us aii, don'.t hesitate to become number twenty
seven. Members in Melbourne, Brisbane, 
Adelaide and Perth may like to join similar 
appeals to help establish clubrooms in their · 
own cities. Hobart and Canberra people don't 
invest your money too tightly. 

Contrary to popular opinion, I had 
absolutely no pangs of conscience in asking 
for money. l feel that what John and 
Christabel did by standing up and declaring 
themselves to be homosexuals was worth a 
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great deal to me, and since it is easy for me to 
think in terms of money, I was able to realise 
that it would certainly not cost me as much 
to give two dollars a week for one year. 
The loss in my salary, ifl were to do the 
same would be considerably more for 
probably the rest of my life. 

Another issue I took up was the cost 
of the journal per person; at present $3.84 
per year. We are subsiding students and 
pensioners considerably, which is as it should 
be. However, I would be very interested in 
ways to save money. Sending the journal in 
an ll;nsealed envelope was suggested, but 
rejected by many there. We decided against 
increasing student and pensioner membership 
fees or changing the postage scheme at the 
moment. 

I feel that Camp Inc is going to be very 
successful, and that now is the time to expand 
our activities, so that I had no qualms in 
asking for money. We could have gambled · 
on our bank roll. The Sydney proportion of 
which would have paid for only a fewweeks 
rent. However, I decided that it was_ better 
to play safe. It would certainly have been 
dreadful for our organisation: to fail just on 
account of insufficient money. You can't 
afford to gamble if you can't afford to lose, 
and hence the sex-appeal. 

I st floor. Crystal .•Plilace Arcade, . 
590 George St., Sydney (opp. Trocadel'OI. 

PHONE 61 •2604 
Quality Overseas· Newspapers and 

Periodicals our speciafit.y. 
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JLetters 
I , \ . 

Douthy and Jakki 
(Sydney) 

The Editors: 

In your third issue of Camp Ink you 
published a letter by a Mr. S.G.Bradley. 

This person begins his letter by sitting 
in judgement on the· motives behind the 
founding of your <;>rganisation. He accuses 
Camp Inc of "doing wrong" by setting up 
the organisation arguing that it is "like 
forming an alcoholic club for the purpose 
of spreading and encouraging alcoholism". 
I have re-checked'ifhe article in "The 
Australian" o~which he bases his state
ments and I feel I must take issue with his 
interpretation of that article. 

Had he not given the date and location 
of the article I would have been forced to 
assume we were reading different articles. 
As I read it your organisation has not the 
purpose of spn;)ading and encouraging 
homosexuality as much as of spreading anc\ 
encouraging discussion and debate on a 
subject of great importance to the 
community - a very different situation 
indeed. 

He cfaims that tile' "plight" of the homo
. sexual is not unlike that of the alcoholic. 
fo so doing he asserts his ignorance of the 
plight of either or more probably of both. 

He goes on to insist thathomosextials 
should face up to the "reality of their 
situation". T11is is interesting since it is 
the same demand. made by John Ware and 
Christabel Poll in fo1ming Camp Inc. It is 
obvious, however, that here there are two 
different views of the "reality" of the : 
situation .. For myself having read the same 
article as S.G.Bradley and being therefore 
aware of the way in which he has distorted 
that article, I am more prepared to opt for 
the "reality of the situation" spelt out by 
various of your members in Camp Ink. 

To this end I enclose a membership 
fee and contribution to assist you in a 
valuable cause. 

S.G.Bradley claims. that.honesty brings 
success. On my appreciation of the 
situation, you have been far more honest 
than he . .I hope, however, irt this at 
least he is right and that your organisation 
is very successful in its aims. 

Ignorance on the subject of homo
sexuality and the intolerance displayed in 
the letter, I reply, go hand in hand. Only 
knowledge and discussion sponsored by 
organisations like Camp Inc can rid us of 
such ignorance and therefore in tolerance as 
that displayed by Mr. Bradley. 

I wish you every success. 

Social Worker. 

(name and address supplied) 

The Editors: 

Since we have attended one party and 
two meetings of Camp Inc, we have been 
assessing some of our assumptions. As 
heterosexuals, we were a little unoertain 
how and to what extent, we could be of 
help. We are still not sure but through being 
members we have learnt a lot 

We have also had.a few surprises. We had 
done our homework and we knew from 
reading that screaming fairies form only a 
small part of the camp soene. We expected 
the people we were going to meet to look 
quite ordinary. Nevertheless, when we 
arrived at the party, Jaki, seeing the twenty 
or so guests who were already assembled, 
wondered when the queers would be 
coming. That same evening also made us 
realise, more than before, that homosexuals, 
when mixing socially with straight people, 
must often feel "outsiders" and find the 
conversation irrelevant or boring. Talk 
about children and their doings which, in 
many heterosexual circles, passes for 
conversation, must be excruciating. 

We have also discovered one particular 
assumption to be wrong. In an address 
to the Medico-Legal Society, Prof. 
Maddison, Professor of Psychiatry at 
Sydney University, stated that homo
sexuality is to be considered as "a 
manifestation of serious and long-standing 
personality disorder". To us, the people. 
at the gatherings we have attended so 
far, appear on ,the contrary, to be 
eminently sane. It can be argued that 
those who are prepared to be active in an 
organization such as Camp Inc must be 
very sane indeed. It is also a thought - a 
heartening one - that psychiatrists are 
reputed to believe that 98% of the 
population needs to be sorted out 
psychologically. Prof. Maddison's statement, 
as such, therefore does not mean much. 
We are concerned, however, that 
successive generations of medical students 
are taught to consider homosexuality as 
indicative of a pathological condition. This 
could deter agitation for a change in the 
attitudes of the straight world .. 

One of the· things we have been 
wondering about sinoe we first heard it 
stated by one of our fellow members, is 
that camp people are obsessively concerned 
with their situation. It would be very 
difficult to evaluate this statement We can 
understand that homosexuals, in this soci(itY, 
are unsure about their place in it; about 
their wishing to be accepted as human 
beings, irrespective. of sexual inclination. 
We have wondered whether this meant a 
total absorption in one's own problems to 
the exclusion of those of others. What 
percentage of camp people, for exam_p)e, 
comparable to the famous five per oent, 
is working on ·behalf of the aboriginals, the 
disabled, or other disadvantaged group? 

As a final remark we should like to point 
out that in our opinion one of the 
importantfonctions of Camp Inc is to 
corre.ct the.misconceptions - sin or sick? -
of the straight world. 



THE SEXUAL DILEMMA 
Paul Wilson (University of Queensland Press, 1971 

$1.95) 

Paul Wilson is a rare academic. He is rare in that 
he is capable of writing fr, r the lay reader. Not an 
easy task for academics ,1ho do most of their 
writing in jargon so that other academics can 
understand them and seem to become incapable 
of writing without the use of jargon (so that 
only academics can understand them). 

He is also rare in that he openly admits to 
making value judgements. Indeed he states that 

' it is impossible not to make value judgements when 
discussing such topics as homosexuality, abortion .,, 
and prostitution. -· " 

The Sexual Dilemma is a summary of research 
(such as the attitude stµdy reprinted in this issue of 
Camp Ink) into three types of behaviour which is 
illegal in Australia: abortion, prostitution and male 
homosexuality. It would have been a worthwhile 
book had Wilson just summarised. However, he does 
more than summarise; he is critical, provocative. and 
proposes changes in the relevant sections of both the 
criminal law and the criminal justtci:; system. This 

Where tu start alter a marathon camp reading. 
Four books in a week,just curled up there in bed 
taking it in with my eyes. "Aubade" by Kenneth 
Martin (Chapman and Hall, 1957) was the first 
novel by a sixte~m year old novelist. This book · 
seems to have gathered most of the advantages 
of a youthful author without having too many 
of the disadvantages. The style is noticeably un
sophisticated but not annoyingly so, and the story 
and character reflect the youth of the author. 
There is a purity and candour in the development 
of a young man's emotions &nd first love of 
another man which make this book interesting 
reading. The dust-jacket blurb raves on about 
the economy of words. It is a short book. You 
could read it in one sitting, but the imagery it 
creates and sympathy it arouses for the main 
characters is certainly not !~eking in its effect. 
I don't know where you arc going to obtain a 
copy of this book. Maybe it is in an obscure 
library; I borrowed mine from a friend. 

Barrie and Rockliff published a book by 
Neville Jackson in 1965 entitled "No End to 
the Way". It is a very camp novel set in our 
very own Perth, W.A. The story starts at a 
gay bar in a very respectable Perth hotel which 
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makes "The Sexual Dilemma" the' most important 
book, relating to homosexuality so far printed 
in Australia. · 

Paul Wilson, "both professionally and 
personally, wants to 'change the worlcf in the 
sense of changing public policy relating to 
abortion, prostitution and homosexuality. While 
taking care to present his arguments fairly and 
logically, he is at the same time not afraid to 
'shout' in the sense of making his points as 
forcibly as possible". 

The members of Camp Inc and all 
homosexuals should help make his 'shout' heard. 
We can do this by buying as many copies of his 
book as we can afford arid sending them to our 
M.P.'s, our local ministers of religion, school 
teachers, and anyone else we can think of who 
shpuld be well informed on such topics. 

has a gay bar. The hotel has the unlikely alias 
of "Palais Grande". Anyway, Ray, a likely and 
likeable advertising freelancer is introduced to this 
absolutely divine Dutch thing, Cor, and the story 
shows the development of the relationship between 
these two blokes. The intrigues of the camp world 
bitchery and puritanical squares are the pressures 
applied to wreck this relationship, and a very 
credible series of events sustain the interest of 
the book. I can't help thinking that a better 
writer could have made a masterpiece of this, 
because the story and characters are beaut. The 
style unfortunately is a little reminiscent of the 
self-pitying tone of Radcliffe Hall, and second
person narrative is not so easy to read. 

"Stations" by Burt Blechman (published by 
Peter Owen Limited in 1966) was described by 
W.H. Auden as "funny and savage". His 
comprehension is naturally infinitely better than 
mine. I am dumb enough to have found most of 
it weird. The first half is easy to follow and 
traces a day in the life of a corrupt vice squad 
cop who.will, grudgingly, release the poor 
bastards he has caught in the bogs in re.turn for 
a consideration of $100. The book is set in the 
New York underground railway though it could 
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be anywhere. It is interesting to note that with 
Australia's current level of inflation and rise in 
standard of living, we have now reached the same 
prices as New York six years ago. Wonder what it 
costs to. spend a penny in the wrong New York bog 
these days. The second part of the book traces a 
night in the life of an ageing homosexual voyeur. 
It has a flashback sequence giving the depraved 
events that led to this unfortunate man's simple 
pleasure. There is a natural tying up of the two 
threads in an ending that could be described as 
arresting, which may save you the trouble of 
reading the book yourselves. 

The best of the four I read was "Down There 
on a Visit" by Christopher Isherwood. This was 
published by Four Square in 1964. A, in some of 
his other books, Christopher Isherwood is the name 
of the central character, but the author insists 
that the character is not himself. l think he does 
that to put a faint hint in your mind that it is. 
Anyway, whatever the desired effect, the 
realism created in wondering if the story was 
autobiographical in part, added a great deal to 
my enjoyment of the book. "Hugh Weston" is a 
character referred to briefly'a couple of times, 
and I am pretty sure that it is a cameo 
appearance of W.H. Auden. A couple of other 
literary figures are introduced to the reader, 
which makes it all seem very real. Certainly a 
number of events that occur to the central 
character were those experienced by Christopher 
Isherwood himself at the same times. If 
"Single Man" is taken as autobiographical too, 
then a number of happenings in Christopher 
Isherwood's life can be explained, notably his 
fifteen years of not writing much between the 
mid forties and early sixties. I hope it wasn't the 
sudden death of his friend that brought 
Christopher Isherwood back to writing again, but 
whatever it was, the reason for his renewed 
energy for writing is appreciated by me. 

"Down There on a Visit"looks at the events 
in a number of very interesting lives over 
a number of years, and the commentary on 

the atmosphere of pre-Hitler Germany as in 
some of his other earlier books, is fascinating. 
as is the feeling of pre-war England at the time 
of the Munich talks. That and the American 
scene for conscientious objectors during the 
second world war added even more interest for 
a person such as myself, born many years after 
these events transpired. 

Christopher Isherwood's style is beaut. 
He is a lecturer in English at one of the 
American universities, but was born and 
educated in England, so there aren't any 
grammatical errors that I noticed. He writes as 
he would talk to a very close friend, in this 
book a very close camp friend. Square people 
may find it all a bit strange. The title is 
derived from the supposed trait of the central 
characterwho never actually gets involved 
with anything and is always a tourist; seeing 
things as an observer not a participant. · 
This is supposed to be the price for being a 
good novelist. If this is so, then it is a small 
cost for producing a novel that gives a 
completely objective picture of all the 

·,•;. characters presented with clarity, humour and 
sincerety. Actually, I don't think Christopher 
Isherwood is a non-participant in life. The 
drug-taking story in "Exhumations" seems to 
convey a frightening amount of realism 
that could only come from experience or 
a marvellous imagination. 

I liked the part in the book where Ambrose 
is going to set up a homosexual community 
where heterosexuality is banned; although he 
was prepared to turn a blind eye to a few 
sordid bars where the heterosexuals could 
satisfy their warped desires. A lot of the book 
is funny, some is sad and the bloodylot is 
brilliant. If you can't get this particular 
book, I recommend any Christopher Isherwood 
camp or square. 

David Williamson 

-You may order any of the above books through ou-r mail-order book service. 
Just seml.y.ot:trm1me and address and the titles of the books required along 
with the pnice (plus 20c postage) to: 
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The Bookservice, Box 5074, G.P.O., 
Sydney, 2001. 
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